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Note. — The case detaUed at pages 13, 14, appears to carry an 
impression that the party referred to is now a regular attendant 
on Diyine worship. Such, however, is not the fact. He vms^ 
as stated, for a lengthened period most regular in attendance, 
but is not so at the present time. His sufferings from rheumatic 
gout are very great : he is distorted from head to foot, chalk 
works out of his joints, and he can only crawl a step at a time, 
resting every few yards, and with intense exertion. The nearest 
place of worship is to him a very long journey indeed, from his 
sufferings ; he is also an object of much unpleasant attention and 
remark. He is instructed at home. This note, under such 
circumstances, may appear unnecessary. If so, I beg the reader's 
indulgence. 



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 



Purposing to write a work illustrative of the general 
labours and successes of the City Mission^ the writer 
submitted a plan of the intended volume to the Secre- 
taries of the Society — the Revs. Messrs. Garwood 
and Robinson. With the kindness ever received 
from those highly-valued advisers^ they carefully 
examined the prospectus^ and expressed a decided 
opinion that it would be far better to write an 
account of personal labours^ than to attempt any 
account of the labours of the Missionaries generally^ 
within the limits of a single volume. 

Had not that advice been given very stronglj', the 
writer would certainly have declined the publication 
of a work of so personal a character. 
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The following copy of a note is all^ perhaps^ that 
is needful to be added upon this matter : — 

** London Citt Mission Hovss, 
''Bed Lion Squabb, 

" London, March 20th, 1852. 

" Mt deab Me. Vandebbistb, 

"You are quite at liberty to state 
expHcitly that it was by our recommendation you 
made the work a narrative of personal labours, instead 
of a more general character. 

" Very feithfully yours, 

"John Garwood, 

" Secretary'* 

The wear and tear incidental to six years^ labours 
upon one of the very worst districts in London^ in 
the midst of physical as well as moral contamination 
reatty indescribable^ has appeared to render a recess 
desirable^^which in the intervals of some visitation 
has been devoted to the publication of the present 
work. 

Details of gross vulgarity I have omitted^ and a 
mantle has been thrown over much vice. Some few 
such details^ however — shorn of extreme grossness — 
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have necessarily been added. Coald the subject and 
the district have been at aU properly illustrated 
ivithout any such details being given^ they would 
gladly have been omitted altogether. It may be 
added^ had the work not been intended strictly as 
a family book^ it would have included various others 
of a much darker character. 

The work of the Mission is a blessed work. Its 
success has been very great. It has much yet to do 
— ^perhaps more than is thought by many. 

May the Almighty Saviour, who has done so muck 
for me^ and for whom I have done so little, be pleased 
to make the book a blessings and to shed abundantly 
of His Holy Spirit upon the soul of every reader I 
Amen. ^ 

ZoiuU>ny Aprils 1852. 



INTRODUCTION. 



The following pages contain some details, selected 
from many more, of six years' labours in connection 
with the London City Mission. As an introduction 
to those details, it is purposed to furnish a few general 
particulars respecting the Society, and the mode in 
which its operations are carried on. 

The London City Mission originated in the year 
1835 ; its founder was a philanthropist in humble life, 
Mr. David Nasmith. The Eev. Dr. Campbell has well 
sustained the office of biographer to that eminent man. 

The constitution of the Society is entirely unsec- 
tarian. Its Committee, Secretaries, and other officers, 
are selected from various denominations of Trinitarian 
Christians — Churchmen and Dissenters, and amongst 
its Missionaries are members of all Trinitarian denomi- 
nations also, the oke object contemplated by the Society 
being, not the propagation of any one particular form 
of Christian denominationalism, but the propagation 
simply of Christianity itself. 

One law of the Mission is as follows: — "Every 
Missionary must avoid controversy upon the constitu- 
tion and government of Christian churches, his great 
object being to teach the people on his district the way 
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of salvation by Jesus Christ." * Lest this regulation 
should be lost sight of, in the instructions to Mission- 
aries t it is reiterated thus : — 

" Do not interfere with the peculiar tenets of any 
individual respecting Church government." 

This rule is strictly enforced ; otherwise the City 
l^Iission, instead of being yet an exemplification, on 
, a large and increasing scale, of the practicability of 
Christian union, would probably have proved quite 
ephemeral, and been numbered ere now amongst the 
existences of the past. 

The Society was established in the year 1835 ; the 
number of Missionaries employed during that year 
was four. 

Erom that small beginning, by the good hand of the 
Lord its course has been one of undeviating prosperity. 
Year by year the number of its friends, .and the 
amount of its funds, have gone on increasing. Its 
receipts for the past year were £23,053, and the 
number of Missionaries employed 245. | 

It is affecting, however, to remember, that this is 
only just one-half the number which from a very 

; 

* f See Appendix to the Annual Reports of the Society. 

{ Since the issue of the first edition of this work in April, 
another Mission year has elapsed, and the annual accounts have 
qgain been made up. The receipts of the present year amount to 
£23,216, an increase of only £163 on the previous year. The 
number of Missionaries has been increased to 270, a most serious 
responsibility upon so small an increase of funds^ and one which 
the urgent spiritual necessities of London alone could justify. 
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careM computation — ^not forgetting efforts made by 
other Societies — ^is found to be most urgently needed, 
to bring the mass of Metropolitan heathenism under 
visitation. ^ 

As respQCts the character of the agents of the Society, 
the mass are men of simple and rudimental education. 
The Society, however, has always had a class of learned 
men. A Doctor of Divinity, a man of the commonest 
education, and a Graduate of Oxford or Cambridge, 
might have been seen sitting side by side at its 
domestic meetings. 

In an official document,* published by the Mission 
some years since, the following passage occurs : — 

" The Committee are anxious to engage only such 
persons as are thoroughly qualified for the work, 
feeling assured that, under God, the adaptation of the 
agency to the work to be accomplished is of the first 
importance. Among these Missionaries there have 
been, and still are, men of superior education ; but the 
generality, have had only the ordinary advantages of 
common schools. It is considered important, however, 
that every Missionary should be familiar with his 
Bible, well instructed in the evidences of religion, and 
capable of refuting the common objections adduced by 
6cepti<^s and infidels ; and it is alsa considered desir- 
able that he be well read in the Eomish controversy, 
and able, when necessary, to defend the truth against 

the various assailants he may meet with, on his district. 

- 

 Appeal. 
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Sincere and humble pietj, diligence, perseverance, a 
catholic spirit, a desire of mental and spiritual improye- 
ment, with habits of prayer, are what the Committee 
most appreciate and seek after, being fully persuaded 
that men of this class, if otherwise eligible, will soon 
improve and become good Missionaries." 

The work of the Mission is, of course, quite incom- 
patible with the prosecution of literary habits in the 
ordinary sense. On this account, the Society very 
wisely prohibits its Missionaries from publishing books, 
or in short, from undertaking any duties calculated to 
hinder the prosecution of the work of the Institution, 
which is strictly — the visitation and religious instruc- 
tion of the poor in their own dwellings^ 

Having thus made a single remark respecting the 
origin and progress of the Society, and the chaincter 
of the agents employed, next let us just glance at the 
^ worh hefore it. 

Erom statistics, very carefully collected, five years 
since, by the City Mission — statistics which have been 
admitted as correct on aU hands — ^it is found that, 
after deducting for infants and parties necessarily left 
in charge of houses and property, five-eighths, or 
1,312,500 of the population might and ought to attend 
Sunday service in oxxr churches and chapels ; but the 
number of sittings being less than half that number, 
it foUows that upwards of 700,000 persons could not 
attend public worship if they were willing to use the 
leisure they possess in so doing. But to show how 
far the godless population are from hallowing the 
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Sabbath or reyerencing the sanctuaiy, it is an appalling 
&ct that the attendance on public worship did not 
reach bj one-thisd the accommodation provided, whilst 
the accommodation provided was less thatt oke-half 
of what ottght to be required, and could he made use of^ 
did all possessing the opportunity so to do attend. 

Purther, it is an astounding statement, which, did it 
not rest on the plainest evidence, would be unbeliev- 
able, that in the Island of Jamaica there were more 
communicants out of a population of 380,000, than 
there were in all Lokdok, with a population, in 1841, 
of 2,103,279.* 

* This is so startling a statement as to be almost unbelievable ; 
a word in explanation had better therefore be added. 

" In Jamaica there were, besides the Government provision of 
clergy, and the efforts made bj America, Missionaries supported 
by six different Missionaiy Societies, viz., the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel, the Church Missionary Society, the 
Moravian Missionary Society, the London Missionary Society, 
the Wesleyan Missionary Society, and the Baptist Missionary 
Society. The returns of two only of these Societies, namely, 
the Wesleyan and the Baptist Missionary Societies, give in 1845 
no less than 59,662 communicants. 

"The number of churches and chapels in London, in 1843, was 
only 799. But if we reckon them at 800, and allow 70 communi- 
cants for each church and chapel, (which is a number almost 
more than we can reckon as an average, remembering how large 
a number of the churches are in the City, and very nearly empty ^ 
and how large a number of the chapels are small buildings,) 800 
times 70 will give us but 56,000." — London City Mission Maya- 
zine, January, 1846. 

Unbelievable as this statement might at first sight appear, its 
truthfulness is perceived to admit of no question. 

May its appalling character stimulate every Christian heart to 
increased prayer, and increased effort ! 
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Once more, it is proved that in three of the South 
Sea Islands, Tonga, Habai, and Yavan, numbering 
18,000 inhabitants, the attendance on public worship 
was 9,000, or one-half; whilst in the most favoured 
parish in London, Islington, with a population, in 
1841, of 55,690, the whole of the churches and chapels 
were capable of seating -less than one-half, and various 
of those churches and chapels were, and are, very far, 
indeed, from being filled. 

The statements respecting Jamaica and the South 
Seas are given on the authority of the Beports of the 
great Missionary Societies occupying those promising 
scenes of labour. 

K the reader wishes to see more of such illustra- 
tions, reference is given to the City Mission Magazines. 

We most earnestly contend for a very great exten- 
sion of Foreign Missions, but we contend also, that 
to neglect our own home population, whose godless 
condition is thus terribly proved, necessarily involves 
guilt on the part of the Church, for which we must yet 
give account. 

The object of the London City Mission is the 
evangelization of the V9.st mass of heathenism in our 
midst, commencing with the very poorest and most 
neglected portions of London. It seeks to effect this 
object by a system of visitation of the poor at their 
own dwellings, TBACHnsra the qosfel plan op salva- 
TiOK, and by every possible means exercising spiritual 
care over those who are " as sheep having no shepherd." 
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It has been a favourite phrase with some nmids, to 
term the Established Chtirch the Church of the poor, 
and with others to speak of Methodism as the poor 
man's religion, but the fact is^ — Heathenism is the poor 
ma/iCs reliffion in the Metropolis. ' 

Multitudes of neglectors of public worship are to 
be found amongst classes of society removed from the 
poor ; but the poor are, in the dense mass, neglectors 
of public worship altogether. 

The parish in wl^ich I have long laboured — Clerken- 
weU — ^is civilly, one parish ; ecclesiastically, two, St. 
James and St. John. 

The population was, in 1851, 53,584 souls. 

Tn the two parish churches, the average attendance 
of poor is about eighty at each church ; many of these 
are pensioners, and others receive occasional temporal 
relief. At the district churches and Dissenting places 
of worship, the attendance of poor is small indeed. 
I do not believe, in the whole parish, one hundred poor 
people could be found attending public worship, who 
do not, more or less, frequently receive eleemosynary 
relief to induce them so to do. 

Thus, about one poor person in fifty occasionally 
attends public worship ; or, where the attendance is 
regular, it arises generally &om a share in the distri- 
bution of the weekly bequests of bread. 

It will be perceived that the reaUy fearful statistics 
of neglect of religion in the Metropolis are founded on 
the census of 1841. 
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It would not be surprising if somo Christian reader, 
oppressed by their appalling character, grasped at the 
hope that the census of 1851 might reveal' a better 
state of things as respects accommodation for public 
worship, and more cheerful statistics respecting the 
proportion of the population availing themselves 
thereof. Such a hope, if ind^lged, is doomed to more 
than disappointment. 

The Missionary of the district to which this book 
refers, has been supported during the past ten years 
by a single annual contribution &om a member of the 
British Legislature, Osman Eicardo, Esq. There only 
wants the Christian heart, and at least two hundred 
and fifty jnembers of that House could each stipport a 
Missionary without the slightest personal inconve- 
nience or self-denial. 

It seems impossible that the truly converted soul 
should become acquainted with the facts contained in 
the preceding statement, without feeling a deep 
interest, and making some effort to aid this hallowed 
object. The Lord works by human instrumentality, 
the universe is a universe of meanSy but the Society 
must look through the means to the hand that moves 
them, to Him that "sitteth upon the circle of the 
earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers," 
Isa. xl. 22. 

Respecting the prosecution of greatly increased 
efforts on behalf of London, we may truly say, what 
Kapoleon is reported to have said, when informed by 
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liis famished and half-frozen army, that the advance 
beheld the gilded minarets of Moscow glittering in 
the distance — " It is high time.^* 

" Thus saith the Lord my God ; Feed the flock of 
the slaughter ; whose possessors slay them, and hold 
themselves not guilty : and they that sell them say, 
Blessed be the Lord ; for I am rich : and their own 
shepherds pity them not," Zech. xi. 4, 5. This was 
one of the sins which had determined the Lord of old 
to deliver his people into the hands of the fierce Chal- 
dean invaders.* 

Meditating then on the terrible ungodliness around 
us, and remembering that vengeance is God's, who 
will assuredly repay, (Eom. xii. 19,) in view of the 
perishing condition pf many tens of thousands of souls 
on every hand, we cannot but cry with Habakkuk : — 

" O Lord, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid : 
Lord, rSvive thy work in the midst of the years, in 
the midst of the years make known.; in wrath remem- 
ber mercy." Amen. 

\  

* See the whole chapter. 
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CHAPTEE I. 

A. GENEBAL DESOEIPTIOK OF PAETS OF CLEEKENWELL, 

PEESXTMiNa the reader to haye perused the Intro- 
duction — this work being not a book of opinions, but 
of incident, narrative, and fact — ^it is proposed to 
introduce, without any further^ preface, a general 
description of ,the district which the writer was 
appointed to visit. 

The portion of Clerkenwell known in the City 
Mission as the "Cow Cross District," was occupied 
by the writer for a period of six years. Two hundred 
years ago, St. John Street, upon one portion of which 
the district abuts, formed the northern boundary of 
London. A battery and breastwork defended this 
entrance to the metropolis, at the previous period of 
the civil wars. 

It happened, although the circumstance was quite 
unknown to the authorities of the City Mission, that 
on entering their service, the writer was thus ap- 
pointed to a district in the same parish, and but a 
very few minutes* walk — ^within view— of the very 
spot of his birth. 

At that comparatively recent period, fields stretched 

B 
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around to the north and east, where all is now for 
several miles a mass of human habitations, filled with 
inmiortal souls. 

In describing and illustrating the Police Courts of 
London, the " Illustrated London News " makes the 
following observations respecting the neighbour- 
hood : — 

" We have mentioned the general character of the 
district, over which the Clerkenwell Court exercises 
its police control. Many of our readers are, no doubt, 
famihar with the densely-peopled, dirty, confused, 
huddled locality which stretches around the Middlesex 
Sessions House. Many of them have, we doubt not, 
been bewildered amid the dingy, i^warming alleys, 
crowded with tattered, sodden-looking women, and 
hulking, unwashed men, clustering around the doors 
of low-browed public-houses, or seated by dingy, un- 
windowed shops, frowsy with piles of dusty, ricketty 
rubbish, or reeking with the odour of coarse food; 
lumps of carrion-like meat simmering in greasy pans, 
^nd brown crusty-looking morsels of fish, still gluey 
with the oil in which they had been fried. Many of 
our readers, we say, have probably congratulated 
themselves with a cosy, self-satisfied shrug, as they 
emerged from these odoriferous haunts into the broad 
thoroughfare, where the shops do not look like dens, 
nor the passengers ruffians and sluts. In Clerken- 
well there is grovelling, starving poverty. In Clerk- 
enwell broods the darkness of utter ignorance. In 
its lanes and alleys the lowest debauch, the coarsest 
enjoyment, the most infuriate passions, the most un- 
restrained vice, roar, and riot. The keeper of the 
^^fence^^ loves to setup in business there — ^low public- 
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houses abound, where thieves drink and smoke — Jew 
receivers lurk at comers — brazen, ragged women 
scream and shout ribald repartees from window to 
window. The burglar has his " erib " in Clerkenwell 
— the pickpocket has his mart — ^the ragged Irish hod- 
man vegetates in the filth of his three*pair back. It 
is the locality of dirt, and ignorance, and vice — the 
recesses whereof are known but to the disguised 
policeman, as he gropes his way up ricketty staircases 
towards the tracked housebreaker's den ; or the poor 
shabby genteel City Missionary, as he kneels at mid- 
night by the foul straw of some convulsed and dying 
outcast."* 

I am quite aware that the intention of the writer 
of this article is friendly to the Mission, but am not 
equally aware that my dress is shabby genteel. Such 
of the Missionaries, however, as have large families, 
and are destitute of private means, in consequence of 
demands upon their charity which are not to be re- 
sisted, find it difficult, with a very limited income 

&om the Mission, to avoid a somewhat shabby appear- 
ance. 

Such is the condition of the district where the 
writer, by the sustaining hand of the Lord, was 
enabled to proclaim the G-ospel from house to house, 
and room to room, day by day, during the past six 
years. Continually in the midst of fever and infec- 
tious disorders, breathing an atmosphere of filth and 
dirt, and at the time of the dreaded cholera nearly 
&lling a victim to that disease, he was sustained by 
the good hand of his God upon him for six long yeai*s. 

'■■■■■■ »   ' " ' 

• " lUoBtnkted London News," May 22nd, 1847. 

b2 
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As is well known to some, grace Was given him to 
relinquish prospects and openings of more than com* 
petency, to embark in this Missionary enterprise — 
this forlorn hope. Se has never for one moment r«- 
gretted the undertaking. A rich reward has been 
granted. It is a great promise which our Lord Christ 
makes, that no man shall make a sacrifice for his ser- 
vice without being rewarded a hundred-fold for that 
sacrifice, even in this present life, (MaArk x.) In the • 
writer it has been amply fulfilled. I have lacked no 
good thing, my soul has been greatly blessed with 
Christ's presence; and on carefully examining the 
large volumes which form my private journals and 
general records of Missionary labour, I find verv many 
cases of persons who appear hopefully to have been 
brought to a saving knowledge of the Eedeemer, in- 
strumentally through Missionary visitation. 

They have in many instances, some few of which 
will be detailed, been, humanly speaking, the most 
unlikely persons, desperate characters, respecting 
whom the faithless might, have seen no hope; but it 
is a small matter with the Almighty to apply iruth 
with power to the hearts of the most hardened. He 
can — 

" Speak with a voice that wakes the dead. 
And bids the sleeper rise ; 
And bids his guilty conscience dread '^ 
The death that never dies." . 

It should not, however, be supposed that the re- 
sults named have been effected without much that is 
trying to the flesh having been endured. The West- 
minster Auxiliary, in one of its addresses, remarks 
very truly : — 
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" It is little known to what an extent of disease/ 
insult, and every kind of outrageous and disgusting 
conduct, those are exposed who devote themselves to 
visiting in such districts. 

It cannot be otherwise. Mr. "Walker, one of the 
Westminster Missionaries, reports that he has seen 
as many as forty policemen beaten out of a court in 
which they had attempted to secure a prisoner ; and 
in the writer's district, twenty policemen had been 
most severely handled whilst securing two prisoners. 
Both these men are now partially reformed charac- 
ters, but not' converted, and might have been seen 
at* a tea meeting held in the !Eagged School upon the 
writer's district. 

I will here narrate a circumstance which much im- 
pressed my mind some ten years since, several years 
previous to my entering the London City Mission. 
A policeman had been brutally murdered at Spital- 
fields, and the scene of his murder was described as 
being one of great violence and criminality. One 
evening; shortly afterwards, the writer happened to be 
in the neighbourhood, and observed that a very great 
disturbance was going on. He was led to dive into 
the nest of courts and alleys towards the scene of 
violence, and stopped at a door. A man who was 
standing there made a remark to the writer, and said, 
he was once riotous and dissipated, but had learned 
better now. I inquired how he had become changed. 
^ I have cause to bless God," said the man, whom 
. I understood to have become a member of *  • — 
** I have cause to bless God for the visits of a City 
Missionary." I could not but feel veri/ forcibly struck 
by the circumstance of finding the first person I ^ad- 
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dressed in a most depraved neighbourhood, in the very 
street, if I mistake not, in which an officer of justice 
had just been brutally murdered, by his own con- 
fession, a convert under the labours of the London Oity 
Mission, 

A Society so eminently adapted to meet the spiri- 
tual wants of the poor, its sphere of labour the metro- 
polis of the world, the centre of British glory and 
wealth, should not be so positioned as to be unable, 
even whilst exercising the greatest economy in the 
disbursement of the funds intrusted to its care, to 
employ more than half the number of Missionaries 
realLy needed to visit properly the poor of London ; 
and with great humility it must be added, for the vast 
importance of the subject demands the avowal, such a 
Society would not he so positioned was the Christian 
public in wny sense properly alive to the great responsp- 
hility- which overshadows it. 

Desperate and depraved as the scenes of the writer's 
labours still are, nevertheless their former condition 
was far worse. 

The change is in a measure attributable to the 
efforts of the London City Mission. The improved 
system of constabulary police, introduced by the late 
Sir Robert Peel, has also had much to do with the 
alteration. 

"Whilst, however, most thankful for the greatly 
increased measure of order which an improved system 
of police has introduced, we must carefully bear in 
mind, that the most perfect system of worldly order 
will not convert one soul. 

The law may become increasingly " a ten*or to evil- 
doers" under wise government, but it is only by the 
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terrors of the Lord that men can be brought to '' re- 
pent and become converted." 

Pormerly a large portion of this district was called 
" Jack Ketch's Warren," from the fact of the number 
of persons who were hung at Newgate from the courts 
and alleys, especially at the period when £1 notes 
were in circulation, and forgeries so common. Aged 
men, who were formerly watchmen in this locality, 
have described to me the desperate scenes which were 
formerly enacted. The disturbances which occurred 
were of so desperate a character, that from thirty to 
forty constables would be marched down with cut- 
lasses, it being frequently impossible for officers to act 
in less numbers, or unarmed. The most extraordinary 
characters lived here. Those who have read the New- 
gate Calendar, may remember a notorious female foot- 
pad who is described as living in Sharp's Alley. A 
woman also lived close by who was hung at Newgate, 
but lived for many years afterwards. She kept har- 
bours for thieves and other bad characters for nearly 
twenty years subsequently. This person was con- 
demned to death for passing forged £1 notes, and by 
some means managed to introduce a silver tube into 
the gullet. Prison regulations were at that period 
very lax. As many as ten and even more persons 
would be executed ait Newgate at once, and the care 
which is now exercised was not taken then. She was 
delivered to her friends for burial immediately after 
the execution, aild hurried home, where, afber consi- 
derable difficulty, she was restored to life. But, as 
many thieves and old officers have informed me, most 
of the old gangs are broken up. The "White Hart, in 
Tummill Street, opposite Cock ^ Court, formerly a 
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noted house of caJl for foot-pads and bigHwaymen, has 
long ceased to be a public-liouse at all. Twenty and 
tbirty years ago, a systematic confederation of all 
kinds of desperate persons existed in tbis neigbbour- 
bood, of wbicb tbe present condition is a mere relic. 
Tbe old system of parocbial boards of watcb was a 
mere farce. '' You see, sir," said an old watcbman to 
me, " tbere ain't no comparison between tbe old 
chwleya and tbese new police. K a watcbman brougbt 
many people to tbe watch-bouse he'd get a bint, (you 
understand me,) not to make himself quite so busy." 
The cost of prosecutions to the county was considered, 
and imless it was some yery daring offence that bad 
been committed, little efibrt appears to have been 
made to apprehend offenders. We used to read of 
some inebriated ruffian knocking down twenty or 
thirty watchmen as fast as they came up. It is quite 
true that many men employed were old, or feeble, or 
deficient in stature and physique, and easily knocked 
^own, but tbere can be no doubt also, but that watch- 
men who were said to be knocked down, frequently 
tumbled down. They bad their orders not to put the 
county to needless expenses for prosecutions. Under 
the present improved system, tbe very reverse is tbe 
fact, and no pains are .spared to detect and bring 
thieves to justice. " It ain't no go, as it used to be," 
said a housebreaker to me. "How is that?" said I. 
He replied, (I omit some vulgarities,) " Why, if you 
get inside a bouse quietly, don't you see, jist as yer a 
coming out, there's some policeman a waitin' to ketch 
you in bis arms, and they put such lots on at nights 
so thick, it ain't no use a trying." Tbis young man 
attended my meetings, and appeared to have given up 
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his habits of depredation. He told me lately, " Mr. 
Wandecuin," said he, (few pronoinice my name cor- 
rectly,) "you may believe me or believe me not, but I 
sees things worry differently to what I used to do. 
I*d rather live upon a penn'orth of bread a-day got 
honestly, than have lots oigrub the bther way — ^that I 
would ; not bufc what there's a deal to be made, perti- 
cularly by handkerchief,* but you're always in fear, 
yer conscience wont let yer rest, every sound you» 
hears, maybe on the passage or on the stairs, when 
you're a-bed, any how, you starts up and thinks it's 
some peeler (*.«., poHceman) come to take yer! It's 
a miserable life, that it is ; there ain't no luck in it. 
Please the Almighty, I've done with sich ways altoge- 
ther, and means to get my bread honestly." This 
man further remarked, in illustration of his truthM 
sentiment respecting dishonesty, that there was " no 
luck in it„" that h« had had lots of money, but it all 
went, to use his own expression, "nobody hardly 
knows how;" and he added, "he knew two house- 
breakers who woul.d think it a hctd night's work when 
they went out,^ if their shaire was not a hundred 
pounds*, but they was always poor, as poor as he was^ 
and hadn't a sixpence to hless themselves' with." 

Q^ese appear to have been very adept crtuskunen^ or 
housebreakers. Such men are sent for &om very long 
distances, to effect burglaries on premises containing 
a large amount of property. Such robberies are called 
pkmts, 

• A thief once observed to me, gentlemen might do away 
with pick-pocketing — " Let them use cotton handkerchiefs, and 
it would not answer for us, they fetches a mere nothing." 
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Sometimes the accounts I have received respecting 
the formidable disturbances which once took place on 
my district and in the neighbourhood have been of a 
very strange character. An old Bow Street officer, 
who yet lives in the neighbourhood, has detailed 
strange and terrible scenes to me. One I will give 
as nearly as possible in his own words, omitting some 
unpleasant vulgarities : " One of my mates came to 
^e, as near, as I can guess it might be two o'clock in 

the afternoon. Says he, * P , you must come up 

to the office directly.' It was in Hatton Garden then, 
sir, close by. 'What for?' says I. *0h!' says he, 
* there's the Irish murdering one another on Saffiron 
Hill, and the place is blocked up with the mobs.' .So 
I takes my staff, and my cutlash, and my pistols, and 
away I went up to the office. It wasn't a minute's 
walk scarce, you know. Well, sir, there they was, 
breaking one another's limbs on Saffi'on Hill, hundreds 
of Iriah, with great sticks and pokers ; ever so maay 
had been taken off to the hospitals wounded; they 
were so spiteful, the shopkeepers put up their shut- 
ters, and the place was full of Irish, cutting and 
slashing like mad, and coming &om all parts,, taking 
sides and fighting one against another. Well, sir, 
there was only six of us, and we found we must turn 
out. 'My lads,' said the head constable — and he 
didn't like it at all, he didn't — says he, 'this is a 
queer job, but ffo we must ! ' Well, sir, away we went, 
but it wamt no use at all ; the mob didn't mind our 
cutlashes a bit ; great big fellows come up to us with 
their pokers, and we wamt in no pleasant situation in 
no respect. Well, I saw there' d be murder very 
shortly, and suddenly a thought struck me, and away 
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I went round the comer — ^maybe you knows the shop 
— it was a shop where they sold ahnost everything 
then. Well, I knocked, but they were afraid to open 

the door. Bays I, * It's me, Mrs. , and do let me 

in;' so they let me in. Says I, * Let me have some 
red paint of some sort himmediately ; ' so they gave 
me some rouge or carmine, I don't know which it was. 
So I took out my pistols and put in a charge of 
powder, then some paper, then I wetted a lot of this 
paint and put it in, and some paper loose over it, and 
off I went. "WeU, there was my mates hemmed in, 
but no lives lost, thank God ; they was fighting away; 
well, a great chap come up to me with a poker or a 
fender a^fighting with, so I outs with a pistol, and, 
says I, * Stand back !' and presents it at him. Well, 
he didn't stand back, so I fired at him. WeU, sir, 
you may depend on it, (I shall never forget it,) the 
force of the powder and wadding knocked him right 
off his legs. It caught him in the forehead, and the 
red paint made his face look just as if it was all 
covered with blood. They made sure he was a dead 
man, and some carried him off to St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital, and the mob got frightened at us and dis- 
persed. They didn't know whose turn might come 
next. Well, sir, when they came to examine my man 
at the hospital, and washed his face, it set 'em a won- 
dering, for they found there wasn't no wound at all. 
The man was partly stunned, and soon walked home. 
Well, sir, the story got wind, and them Irish was so 
pleased with it afterwards — (when they come to their 
proper reason and sobriety, they could see it had per- 
haps prevented real murder, for they were getting 
terrible spiteful when I Utjly) — they was so pleased 
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luany of 'em would have done anything for me after- 
wards. The housekeepers in the neighbourhood, too, 
made us a handsome present, and I was told about 
that red paint job a long while afterwards, you may 
depend on it, sir." 

The reader will probably excuse the vulgarities con- 
tained in the previous statements, and ^yU please not 
to imagine me as sympathising in the least with 
vulgarity. Perhaps, however, in attempting to illus- 
trate such a subject, to be always grammatical might 
sometimes hinder one's being ^raphicy and I wish to 
convey to the reader a real idea of the place and the 
people, that their ignorance and destitution may be 
duly appreciated, and their need of tfce gospel of the 
gi^ce of G-od become more apparent, and their condi- 
tion form a subject for prayer in many pious hearts. 

The condition of the humbler classes is most mate- 
rially affected, both spiritually and temporally, by 
want of education. The writer has pursued most 
extensively a system of inquiry, and the result has 
been, that in the case oi very nearly all those persons 
who have been observed battling nobly with the 
tremendous difficulties of extreme poverty, and main- 
taining a degree of order, deanlinesip, and endeavour 
after spiritual life, only to be secured by great and 
incessant exertion, it has been discovered that in very 
nearly all these cases, the parties had in youth attended 
some National, or British, or other charity school. 
By the pursuit of this inquiry for many years, so 
adept has the writer becotne in this matter, that on 
entering a room, and making observations respecting 
the demeanour, persons, and habits of the parties 
visited, he has almost invariably determined aright in 
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his own mind previous to questioning the parties upon 
the subject. 

If this be so, what vast, what amazing benefits 
have the edut^ational efforts of the present century 
conferred on a class of the lowest order of society ! 
But in visiting very poor persons in the decline of life, 
it has been also most invariably found, that in their 
youth, or afterwards, they had received no instruction 
in the very elements of knowledge. Such have fre- 
quently bitterly lamented, that when they were children 
charity schools were scarcely known in one parish 'of . 
the country in a hundred. To attempt conveying 
religious instruction tp this class is a very painM 
task, followed in general by most unsatisfactory results, 
or rather by no results at all. 

An aged and superannuated dustman, etc., whose 
limbs are sadly cotitorted by rheumatism, the result 
principally of exposure, whilst pursuing the more 
repulsive branch of his occupation under all circum- 
stances of weather, spoke thus to me ; — he can neither 
read nor write : — 

" Bless you, sir," said he, " why, when I was a boy, 
there wamt no laming for gals and boys as there is 
now, not for miles there warnt ; besides, if there had 
been, it wamt no use to me. My father was a brick-' 
makef , and time I was seven years old he had me to 
work, and it was up afore daylight with me, and 
pretty quick too, or you'd catch it smartly, and into 
the field and at work as long as daylight lasted, and 
then up again. There wamt no time for schooling 
allowed me, depend on't, sir." 

For several years this man appeared to pay little 
attention to my religious instructions, but at last was 
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persuaded to attend a place 'of worship, and has since 
then, for a period of several years, been most regular 
in his attendance, but his ignorance is extreme. He 
is nearly seventy years old, and for som^ time came to 
our evening classes at the Bagged School, to endea- 
vour to learn his letters,— but failed. On one occasion 
I was endeavouring to raise some spiritual aspirations 
within him by describing the glories of heaven, and 
what we lost if we were lost, to which he was deeply 
attentive, and evidently felt what I was saying, as 
the tears came in his eyes. At last he said, " I 
wished to ax yer a question, sir, and I thought I'd ax 
yer, because I know'd you could set me right, if I'm 
wrong. When I gets to bed, I says my prayers as 
you bid me, and I puts my hands afore my eyes — so, 
(covering his face with his hands ;) well, I sees such 
beautiful things, sparkles like, all a floating about, 
and I wished to ax yer, sir, if that aint a something 
of heaven, sir." 

Not only is the extreme ignorance of the lowest 
classes to be deplored, but the extreme ignorance of 
some in high places respecting that ignorance, is to 
be deplored also. ' For example : Several years since, 
it was proposed at one of the City sittings that the 
Corporation of the City of London should make a 
grant to the City Mission,* and various statements 
respecting the extreme ignorance of the lowest classes 
were detailed, similar to the one I have just quoted 
fnom my journals. One councilman, whose name I 
suppress, stated he did not believe such ignorance 
existed ; nor was he alone. 

* A grant of £300 wm carried. 
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Yeiy little, indeed, is known, comparativelj, respect- 
ing the mental condition of large sections of the com- 
munity by too many in the higher walks of life. 

" JEbrtime-tellin^^* is an evidence of ignorance that 
prevails to a considerable extent, and is patronized 
not by any means alone by the lowest classw. I am 
acquainted with four fortune-tellers, who lived within 
the limits of a single street, and who appeared to be 
visited by persons of a character that would hardly be 
supposed to place confidence in such delusion. 

One of these fortune-tellers, who with the others 
was of course visited by me with a view to hor conver- 
sion, attempted repeatedly to makq a convert of me. 
She assured me '* gentlemen of my profession had 
their fortunes told," and would have been very happy 
to lay out the cards for my personal benefit. She 
informed me on various occasions respecting most 
remarkable revelations she had made to persons ; and 
as no one was present to contradict, and as, somehow 
or other, in every instance, there was no clue to the 
persons named, it was of course impossible for me to 
contradict her statements. This soothsayer was a 
woman capable of imposing upon many. She was of 
commanding figure, and had an eye of piercing sharp- 
ness, a very prominent nose, and a large projecting 
chin, and spoke with so correct a diction, and so much 
earnestness, that I cannot feel surprised she should 

have many dupes. Mrs. was in the habit, I 

am informed, of waving a lighted torch outside her 
window every morning at two o'clock. She always 
received my missionary visits very respectfully, and 
listened attentively to religious instruction respecting 
sin and salvation, but I never was enabled to affect 
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her heart with a sense of tl» impropriety of fortime- 
telling. She has gone to her final account, and I am. 
deeply grieved to have so little favourable to report 
respecting her last end. 

It is a great pleasure to be enabled to record the 
hopeful conversion of one of those fortune-tellers, 

Mrs. T . "When first I visited her, and reproved 

her for the wickedness of pretending to usurp the 
prerogative of G-od, she constantly contended that 
there was no harm in it. " It was an honest bit of 
bread," she said, and made other excuses, all of which 
could not for one moment be entertained. On one 
occasion, another ,fortune-teUer being present, I read 
the account of Elymas the sorcerer, and also of the 
damsel possessed with a spirit of divination (Acts 
xvi.), showing th^t the influence was infemal, and 
enlarging on the consequences.^ The younger fortune- 
teller could not bear this, and jumping up, darted out 
of the place before I could attempt to stop her for 
prayer. Mrs. T., who was an aged woman, always 
glistened respectfully to my reading in the Scriptures, 
instructions, and prayers; and regarding her as one 
of my special cases, I had up to the period of her 
decease, about a year since, paid more than ordinary 
attention to her case. At length the Word of Q-od 
appeared to produce some effect, and she professed to 
feel herself a sinner — ^previously she always maintained 
the contrary. I told her it was useless to talk about 
repentance, unless she broke off her sins, and urged 
her to desist from ^^ foHv/ne^ielUng,^^ She would not 
promise, she said. A favourite phrase with her was, 
'* I likes to speak my mind, and shaU teU no lies.'* 
After a further lapse of time, however, she professed, 
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to begin to feel the- sinfulness of fortune-telling, 
through, as she said, " my being always at her." She, 
however, failed in her good resolution to practise this 
evil no more, several times, and admitted to me that 
she had so failed — " It was for a bit of bread,'* she 
said. " "What am I," added she, " but a poor old 
widow ? Maybe I'll be sitting here without a morsel 
of fire, or a bite or sup in the place, or a bit of 'bacca, 
(she smoked ;) well, just then the silly fools will come 
to have their fortunes told, to be sure ; I suppose the 
devil sends them just then to tempt a poor old crea- 
ture ; but please the Lord, and the blessed Jesus ybu 
tell me about," said she, clasping her hands, " I'll 
wash my hands of it altogether, for there's no luck in 
it, and I see now, bless the Lord, its mckedness,** 
I had a strict watch kept upon Mrs. T., and I have 
every reason to believe she kept her promise to the 
end of her life, under circumstances, too, of great 
temptation. 

The parish would not allow Mrs. T. any out-door 
relief^ and she declined going into the house for the 
foUo^dng reason : — Her only son is a pedlar, and has 
been in the habit formerly of enacting the part of the 
" Wild Indian*^ at fairs. Some of my readers may 
possibly have seen the " Wild Indian,*' surrounded by 
fairies, robbers, etc., in front of the shows at fairs, 
dancing a hornpipe in fetters. I have expostulated 
with my poor friends upon the subject. I believe this 
man to be a strictly honest person. * He returns to 
London for a day or two from his peddling tours in the 
surrounding counties about once in three weeks. The 
business is extremely bad, but he has always managed 
to pay his poor old mother's rent, and leave her a loaf 

c 
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of bread, and one or two-otber neeessarieB wben be goes 
away ; and Mrs. T. would say, " I likes to keep a roof 
for bim, and to see bis face wben be comes to London, 
if I am balf-starved, so tbat Jie may not bare to go to 
any of tbem low lodging-bouses and bad places ; for 
I'm bis motber, you know, tbougb be is sixty years 
old." I must not dilate upon tbis case, but will just 
mention one circumstance, to sbow tbe altered con- 
dition of my poor old friend, wbom I bare a very good 
bope of meeting'in a better world.* Said sbe, " I sees 
tbe benefit of praying now, Mr. Yandicum, and may 
tbe Lord Almigbty bless you for coming to teacb a 
poor old sinner, and I knows," sbe said, " my prayers 
is answered. Tou may believe me or believe me not, 
but tbe otber day I was bungry and starving, I badn't 
a bit of fire in tbe place, and I didn't expect m^ son 
bome for weeks ; but as I sat at tbe door, very faint 
and low, I says, * Ob ! G-od Jesus Cbrist, I wisb you 
would send my son bome to bis poot old motber ;' and 
I kept on saying tbat ere, it seemed so strong on me, 
and as I'm a living sinner," (said Mrs. T., — ^formerly 
sbe never would own sbe was a sinner,) " I looks up, 
and I'm blest but if tbere wasn't Jim a-coming up the 
court. So be tbrows down bis pack, and, says be, ^ So 
I've come bome, motber.' * Yes,' says I, * so I see.' 
Says be, * I shouldn't, but I've been thinking very 
much about you; but,' says be, ' I'm very bungry, so 
let's have some victuals as quick as you can.' " — Then 
followed an exact account of what my friend Jim sent 

* I think it right to state that Mrs. T. was a wpman of 
remarJcahly independent spirit ; such expressions as these might 
mean Uttle upon some persons* lips, but they meant fl great deal 
(those who knew her would consider, I think) upon hers. 
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out for, down to half an ounce of 'bacca — " And we 
Bat down to a nice cup of tea and a good fire," said 
,Mrs. T., " and wasn't I thankful to the Almighty, for 
it was His doings, and Jim said the same." ^ 

This was all Jim could do, to pay his mother's rent, 
and when he came to town, leave her perhaps the value 
of eighteenpence ; and a beggar woman who lives close 
by, I have often found " washing her out," as she ex- 
pressed it, " a few bits of things because the poor old 
crittur couldn't," and giving her a bit of bread some- 
times, and a few tea leaves she had collected now and 
then. Jim woidd, I believe, have supported his mother 
like a lady, but he had not the means. 

Had a person entered Mrs. T.'s little dark cell in 

B alley, in the comer a little pallet would have 

been seen, which might have been mistaken for a stump 
bedstead, and as a piece of cotton over it looked tolerr 
ably clean, it might have been said, as I once did, to 
Mrs, T., " I'm glad to see you sleep pretty comfort- 
able." It was winter time, very keen, and she looked 
at me with surprise, and after musing for a while, said, 
" Well, you shall see ; but," added she, " I don't 
make no complaint." On her lifting up the piece of 
cotton and an old gown, I saw a little straw on an old 
shutter, and a few bricks" supporting this at each end. 
" My bones," said she — " I'm so thin — gets very sore 
o-Zo^y in winter, with scarcely any food, often none." 
The wonder is she was not perished ; as it was, there 
can be no question but that the distressing asthma 
from which she laboured was much increased for want 
of food, as such invalids require warmth internally and 
externally. The gnawings of hunger she relieved by 

a smoke of tobacco." I should have felt very happy 

c2 
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to support Mrs. T., but surrounded constantly by a 
mass of sick persons daily, whose complaints, by the 
admission of the parish doctor, as often required food 
as medicine, and by hundreds of persons in extreme 
destitution in addition, I could not do so. 

Eor several years preyious to her decease it was an 
immense toU to attend my meetings for prayer and 
exposition, although she lived close by. She walked a 
step and stopped, her breath being very bad, and when 
she entered was frequently obliged to be led to her 
seat, gasping for breath very painfully. " But,*' said 
she, " if I can crawl I likes to come, for it's an hour's 
happiness to me, a little heaven." I should suppose 
few persons who heard the impressive manner in which 
she would utter this, coupled with her remarkable 
appearance, would soon forget it. 

Those who are at pains to attend worship are not 
likely to find the Lord invites to an empty entertain- 
ment. 

Being a woman of exceedingly strong mind, although 
totally uneducated, unable even to rekd a syllable, 
which she deeply lamented, saying, " Oh ! if I could 
read my Bible !" I could add many other very inte- 
resting sayings of Mrs. T.'s to this brief narrative, 
which I am sure would very much interest the pious 
reader, but must conclude her case. At last came that 
time which must come in the history of all, " a time 
to die!"— 

" Oh, Death ! great conqueror, to thee 
Must all mankind submit, 
Until a mightier Conqueror comes, 
To crush thee 'neath his feet." 

This time comes to most in the morning of life, and 



JIM, TflE "wild INDIAN." 21 

io fewest in old age — an affecting thought ! Mrs. T., 
as her end drew near, appeared to wish to have me 
constantly with her. That, however, could not be; 
but the strong manner in Which I hung upon her 
memory may be aptly illustrated by a little incident 
that occurred shortly previous to her death. 

One of the most affecting attendants upon a dying 
bed is that delirium which so frequently is the pre- 
cursor of dissolution. It is our lot sometimes to hea^ 
the lips that have instructed others in wisdom utter 
dark and foolish sayings. Delirium in a dying hour, 
and perhaps for a lengthened period previous, is not 
the lot alone of the poor and ignorant. Mrs. T. was 
delirious, and I was told would not know me, and 
knew no one. I addressed her, to which she replied, 
wildly, " I don't know you; who are you? " and then 
looking very hard at me, her countenance underwent a 
great change ; she smiled, and said, " Oh yes 1 bless 
you; it's Mr. Vanderkiste ; " and gave me, consider- 
ing her feebleness, a very pleasing account of the 
dependence and faith she was exercising in our Saviour, 
and the good hope she possessed of being happy in the 
world to come. So she died. 

Jim did not at all like the idea of his mother being 
buried by the parish, but poverty prevented his being 
able to raise funds needful to bury her. Under such 
circumstances, some undertakers perform the last 
offices for the poor on condition of being paid at the 
rate of eighteenpence a-week ; so he went to one of 
these tradesmen, and buried his mother, as he termed 
it, "respectable." 

Jim, the ""Wild Indian," is only an occasional 
attendant on public worship ; but I pray the careful 
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burier of his mother may be himself buried with Christ 
in that baptism, from which he shall rise a member of 
Christ, a child of G-od, and an inheritor of the king- 
dom of heaven. 

Death is always a solemn matter — a solemn re- 
minder of sin, by which it entered into the world, and 
of the anger of God against sin — a solemn reminder of 
disease and sufferimg, its heralds and accompaniments ; 
but we have cause to joy over this old fortune-teller ; 
" she died hopefully in the Lord, and those who so 
die are " blessed." She has gone — 

" Where the hidden wound is healed ; 
Where the blighted life re-blooms ; 
Where the smitten heart, the freshness 
Of its buoyant youth resumes. 

** Where the lore that here we lavish 
On the withering leaves of time, 
Shall have fadeless flowers to fix on, 
In an ever spring-bright clime. 

" Where»we find the joy of loving, 
As we never loved before ; 
Loving on, unchiU'd, unhinderM, 
lioving once and evermore." 

May we not hope ? — 

I " Sister, we shall meet and rest, 
^ 'Mid the holy and the blest.'' 

Upon the subject of religion I have foimd the 
grossest ignorance imaginable to prevail amongst the 
lowest classes. Numbers of persons visited have 
astonished me to find them ignorant as to who our. 
blessed Saviour was. I recollect being sent for to 
visit an elderly man who was very ill, and who was a 
stranger to me, not having resided any length of time 
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where I saw him. According to my rule, when prac* 
tioable, I catechised him. He knew who made him ; 
** And now," said I, " my friend, do you know who the 
Lord Jesus Christ is ? " Why, sir,*' said he, " I hare 
always been given to understand he was the father of 
our blessed G-od Almighty ! " I varied the question, 
but foiind such was really his impression. 

I have also been exceedingly tried by the extreme 
ignorance of such persons respecting baptism. I recol- 
lect, as an instance out of many, one woman declared 
to me that before her child was christened it was very 
sickly, but that through being baptized it had im* 
proved in health amazingly. I might multiply such 
details, but space can only be made for one more. It 
is aa extract from my journal:- 

"I was informed by Mrs. M that a young 

woman at — — was very ill, for which information I 
expressed my obligations to her. 'I make particular 
request of these people that they will always inform 
me, immediately when any one is ill. In company 
with Mrs. M., I visited this young woman ; her name 

ig H . Slie was lying on the floor, having no 

bedstead ; an infant, six weeks old, on one side of her, 
and another, sixteen months old, on the other. She is 
only twenty-four years of age. The poor girl appeared 
to be in a rapid consumption, spitting up large quanti- 
ties of purulent matter from her lungs. I inquired 
whether she' had been in the habit of attending any 
place of worship whilst in health ; she replied in the 
affirmative, and stated, that whilst residing with her 
father, at No. 7, Eagle Court, she had attended St 
John's, Clerkenwell. I afterwards read to her the 
third chapter of John — one of the chapters in con- 
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stant requisition with me — and then said, ^^ Mrs. H., 
do you understand what being bom again means?'* 
She replied very sedately, " Why, sir, I have always 
understood that being bom again, means being 
christened, and unless a child is christened, it eannoi 
ffo to heaven**^ 

Thus, while she thought the passage of Scripture 
applied to baptism outwardly, she was unaware it 
applied to an inward renewal. How forcibly does this- 
illustrate the necessity for more pastoral visitation! 
The amount of ignorance prevailing would exceed the 
belief of those who do not spend much of their time 
in domiciliary visitation. This poor creature di^d 
shortly afterwards, and her youngest child also. 

Oa inquiring of the parents upon my district what 
prayers they have taught their children, I have in 
general found they were taught none whatever. Some 
have said, " Oh 1 I teach them the * Our Father,' and 
* Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.' " The first prayer 
alluded to is of course the Lord's Prayer ; the last is 
a Bomish doggrel for saintly intercession — 

" Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, 
Bless the hed that I laj on ! ** 

The class of persons to whom I have alluded are, with 
scarce an exception, unable either to read or write, 
and have in early youth received no school training 
whatever. 

I calculate that not more than one-third of the 
adults upon my district can read at. all, and that not 
more than one-sixth can even read tolerably. On 
asking many who have said they could read, to read a 
portion of a tract, they have at once confessed their 
inability. The proportion who can write is, as may 
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readily be imagined, much smaller than the proportion 
who can read. 

Keligious instruction, or indeed any instruction, to 
be made intelligible to such persons, must be clothed 
in the simplest language. 

At the period when the writer first devoted his 
energies to the evangelization of such persons, having 
received a good education, and mixed with parties well 
educated also, he spoke as in usual discourse, read a 
portion of a chapter, prayed, and so closed his visits, 
pleased in very many instances with the apparent close 
attention paid, the ready response to the justice of 
his remarks, such as, " That's true, sir." " Oh, yes, 
indeed." " Certainly, your reverence." " What a 
nice prayer 1 " etc. After conducting visitation thus 
for some time, a circumstance arose which occasioned 
some suspicion, and led to a system of catechising, 
and the result so affected the writer that he had almost 
decided upon relinquishing his charge. Pursuing this 
system of inquiry, after reading a portion of a chapter 
in the Testament, which woidd be listened to with the 
greatest attention, I woidd inquire, " Do you at all 
know what I have been reading about ? " varying the 
interrogatory ; and I found, in the great majority of in- 
stances, that no leading idea whatever was possessed of 
what had been read — no leading idea even of the subject; 
the reply would, perhaps, be, "About Grod;*' "About 
good ; " " Telling you to do your duty,'* — some mere 
guess, — ^no real intelligent attention whatever had 
been paid. Some pleaded that they had " such a poor 
head-piece ; " others that they were " no scholards." 
I found this to be a general result of my inquiries, 
and that I must pursue a widely different course. 



2<5 WHO IS JESUS OHEIST? 

The mass of these wholly uneducated people did not 
possess the mental apprehension of a second-class 
scholar in our Bagged School. Missionaries who 
have just entered the Mission, and who have been 
sent to visit with me, have repeatedly been astonished. 
Visiting a sick man with one new Missionary, I re- 
quested him to read and instruct him, which he did, 
detailing to him owe fallen condition, our need of sal- 
vation, and the redemption purchased for us, in a very 
correct manner, and then reading a portion of a chapter 
in the Q-ospels in proof of what he had said. The 
poor man listened with every appearance of attention, 
and when my young friend said, "You know, Mr. 
,*' or any other interrogatives, he replied, " Cer- 
tainly, sir ; " or, " In course, sir." My companion 
appeared pleased with the man's attention to in- 
struction, and I thought it time to undeceive him'. 

" Mr. ," said I, " my friend has been taking 

much pains to instruct you, and now I will ask you a 
few questions. Do you know who Jesus Christ 
was ? " " Welly no," said he, after a pause, " I should 
say that's werry hard to tell." " Do you know whe- 
ther he was St. John's brother?" "No, that I 
don't." " Can you teU me who the Trinity are ? " 
** No, sir." " Are you a sinner ?" " Oh, certainly, 
sir, we are all sinners." — ^A pause. " Have you ever 
done wrong?" "AVhy, no, I don't consider as ever 
I have." "Did you never commit sin?" "Why, 
no, I don't know as ever I did." " But do you think 
you're a sinner ? " " Oh, certainly, sir, we're aU. sin- 
ners." " What is a sinner?" " WeU, I'm blest if 
I know rightly ; I never had no head-piece." 

My companion was astonished. He had never been 



. CHIMNBT-SWEBPS* CAJfCEB, 27 

in the habit of visiting such persons, and "declared he 
had been completely deceived. 

It may perhaps be well to give a few particulars 
respecting this man's case. He was by occupation a 
Weep, and coxild neither read nor write. The disease 
under which he laboured was the " chimney-sweeps' 
cancer." * He lingered about four months after this 
visit, and then died. Whilst in health I very rarely 
had an opportunity of conversing with this man. He 
would not permit it, and was little at home. "When 
not at work, he would spend his time at the river Lea, 
angling, and would attend Sadler's "Wells Theatre 
sometimes three and four nights in the week. From 
the time of the visit above described, I visited him 
very often, although the stench of his cancer, which 
dripped on the floor as he sat, was almost insupport- 
able, as very many sick cases are. I would read and 
catechise him like a child, and, notwithstanding the 
most unpromising aspect of his case, from excessive 
ignorance, as described, it seems very doubtM whether 
those instructions did not result, instrumentally, in 
the salvation of his soul. 

Nor must the ignorance of this man, extreme as it 
was, be supposed a solitary case. I have known 
people to declare they would not believe there were 
any other countries in the world but " England, Ire- 
land, Prance, and Scotland." 

I was endeavouring to attract one man's mind to 

* Scarcely a sweep known to me has escaped this dreadful 
disease, caused by swallowing soot. I remember but one who 
has not been operated upon, some many times, and several known 
. to me have died. 
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my instructions by detailing the particulars of a 
Hindoo festival on the Ganges, and said, " Do you 
think washing in the G-anges can wash away a per- 
son's sins ? " to which he replied, " Why, I don't see 
why it shouldn't." 

Another man professed to be an infidel, and said, it 
was all stuff to suppose Jesus Christ hadn't a father : 
he said, "Any one ought to know better than that." 
I said, " Do you believe there ever was a first man ? '* 
"Why, of course," said he, "else how could there 
have been a second." " Tell me," said I, "who was 
the first man's father?" "Oh, you're talking about 
Adam and Eve," said he, ^^that was in the other 
worlds 

Even amongst persons upon my district, (and they 
are a sad minority,) who have attended public wor- 
ship, I have found much ignorance on the plainest 
Scriptural doctrmes. One extract from my journal 
must suffice as an illustration of this subject : — 

" Visited Mr. King. He was playing very sweetly 
on the accordian when I knocked at his door. He 
readily accepted my tract, on ascertaining it was not. 
to be called for, and was about to bow me out, when, 
anxious not to leave, without imparting to him some 
religious instruction, I pleasantly told him, to attract 
his attention, that his music reminded me of a passage 
of Scripture. This appeared somewhat to surprise 
him. His curiosity predominated over his desire to 
be ridded of a religious teacher, and I obtained hi& 
permission to read the passage to him. I read Ezekiel 
xxxiii. 32 : * Thou art unto them as a very lovely song 
of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well 
on an instrument : for they hear thy words, but they 
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do them not.* I said, * My friend, I sincerely trust 
this is not your case ; I hope you not only hear the 
words of Q-od, but do them.' Mr. K. said very 
politely he was a member of the Church of England, 
hoping perhaps thus to divert the conversation from 
personal religion into a controversial channel, a com- 
mon expedient with imconverted persons. I asked 
him mildly, how he expected his soul to be saved — ^a 
question I generally ask. He hesitated, and then 
said there were different opinions, and added that he 
always endeavoured to avoid discussion on religious 
subjects. He spoke also of the propriety of every 
one being permitted to hold his own opinion. I 
asked him, as he was a member of the Church of 
England, if he had a Prayer-book, upon which he 
produced two very nice ones, I said, * We will read 
what the Church of England says in reply to the 
question I addressed to you respecting your soul's 
salvation,' — and turning to the Thirty-nine Articles, 
I read to him those which bear upon the subject, and 
explain so clearly justification by faith alone, and 
sanctification by the Spirit. He said, * Stop, if you 
please, I should like to see if these two Prayer-books 
agree,' adding, that some differed very much. I 
explained to him the baselessness of such a supposi- 
tion, and told him the modem Prayer-books of the 
Church of England were all alike. I observed Mr. K. 
to be a very intelligent man, and the fact of an intelli- 
gent person, an attendant on the ministry of the 
Church of England, being ignorant of the teachings 
of his own creed, should forcibly illustrate to the 
minds of all Christians the necessity which exists for 
increased domiciliary visitation. The ignorance fre- 
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quently to be found amongst otherwise intelligent 
persons, attendants at public worship, on the simple 
doctrines of Christianity, I could never have con- 
ceived, but for the extensive acquaintance with man- 
kind I have acquired, after years of daily labour as a 
Missionary." 

The depravity with which I have met upon this dis- 
trict has been very great. In a work intended strictly 
for family reading, I am wholly imable to go to any 
extent into this subject. 

On visiting one young woman, who had recently 
been confined with twins, and who was represented to 
me as being ia an almost starving condition, which 
was the case, I found both her mother and herself had 
been, and were, living unlawfully with one man, by 
whom they had both had several children. Some of 
these children attended our Bagged School, and were 
intelligent and well behaved, but were one day dis- 
covered by the teacher to be literally loaded with 
vermin, and were, for the sake of children in a less 
filthy condition, compelled to be sent away. 

In a future section, several pleasing instances of 
usefulness amongst abandoned women will be given. 
Sin and misery are twins. " The way of transgressors 
is hard," Prov. xiii. 15. 

The extract from the " Illustrated London News," 
which occurs at the commencement of this chapter, 
conveys some idea of the physical condition of the 
district. Whole courts and alleys are furnished with 
but one water-closet, and that in a perfectly unap- 
proachable condition. In one instance, a cesspool, 
built above ground, in White Horse Court, burst, and 
the contents were allowed to remain until the parish 
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interfered. On visiting a few days afterwards, I found 
fever had broken out in several tenements, which 
appeared to be spreading. A paper was written by 
me upon this occurrence, which found its way into 
influential quarters. 

The Pleet Ditch forms the western boundary of my 
district, the stench of which at times is very bad- 
Dean Swift in his day complained of this ditch, making 
it the basis of a satire on Homer's description of a 
storm. We find, too, in former ages, legal enactments 
were made respecting it. It is now partly covered, 
and although frequently almost stagnant, possesses 
at times a current sufficient to turn a mill of forty- 
horse power. A person well acquainted with water 
machinery has given me this information. On one 
occasion, after a heavy thunder-storm in 1847, the 
current became so rapid, that the arch to the Thames 
could not carry it off. It burst upwards with terrific 
force, carrying away two houses and filling one street, 
Lower Bowling Street, and Bull's Head Comij at the 
lower end, to the depth of seven feet, almost instan- 
taneously. I measured the water-mark on the walls. 
Heavy articles of furniture were washed away, and 
several persons narrowly escaped with their lives. On 
ffliother occasioi^ a man ventured down on a ladder to 
draw water, whilst the stream was in rapid motion, and 
was swept away and perished. The stench arising 
from the open portion upon my district, is at times 
exceedingly offensive, and vaiious of the inhabitants im- 
mediately contiguous, appear to have suffered severely 
in their health in consequence. They have bitterly 
complained of the annoyance, but have added, '^ What 
are poor people to do P we can't go to better lodgings ; 
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we can hardly pay our shilling or eighteenpence a week 
here ; and if we could, they wouldn't have families in 
one room in 'spectable streets.'* 

This illustrates the importance of thcTcry desirable 
improvements in progress in London, which remove 
these wretched habitations, being accompanied by the 
erection of others more suitable for them. As these 
improvements may be said, in this sense, to be made 
at the expense of thousands of the industrious and 
honest very poor, who are compelled to live in com- 
pany vfdth abandoned characters, and to whom a cen- 
tral situation is very important on various accounts, 
does not justice require some arrangement should be 
made, to provide them with decent habitations P 

The following extract from the first Address of the 
Metropolitan "Working Classes Association,', will be 
read with painful interest, and exhibits in a striking 
light, how truly the lower orders of society, both tem- 
porally and spiritually, are " the flock of the slaughter." 
The statement is taken from Mr. Chadwick's Beport 
to the Poor Law Commissioners, July, 1842. It refers 
to Bethnal Green : — " The average age at death of the 
gentlemen residents is 45 years, that of the working 
population only 16." 

Dr. Southwood Smith has remarked upon the pecu- 
liar depression of spirits and emaciation, produced by 
inhaling the impure atmospheres of these close, filthy, 
and ill-ventilated neighbourhoods. This amiable and 
learned physician considers such depression to be one 
cause of the intemperance of the working classes — ^a 
statement with which I entirely coincide. . A common 
expression is, '' You feels low and dull like, and a drop 
of gin cheers yer." 
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It is admitted on all hands, tliat within the last six 
years, degraded as the district allotted to me was on my 
leaving it, yet considerable improyement had taken 
place from what it once was. If it was then a lovoest 
depth of degradation, —  

** Still in the lowest depth, 
A lower depth was formd." 

The following is an extract from the preliminary 
observations to my first Annual Report to the City 
Mission, 1845 : — " The Cow Cross district appears 
ever to have been tegarded as one of the very worst 
class of districts visited by the City Mission. Indeed, 
the state and character of the inhabitants on various 
portions of the district almost baffle description. But 
the other day a woman was heard, whilst washing her 
little child, teaching the child to utter abomiaable 
expressions, and threatening the infant with chastise- 
ment if it disobeyed. Such a circumstance is far from 
uncbmmon. Extreme ignorance and extreme drunken- 
ness prevaQ on the district. Bred in vice and igno- 
rance, as above fearfully described, the children hear 
oaths and execrations around them continuaUy. They 
grow up hardened and vicious. Half-starved and half- 
naked, the boys crowd in shoals, meditating plunder ; 
and Mr. Serjeant Adams, at the Sessions House, abut- 
ting on the district, remarked lately on the vast niunbers 
of juvenile delinquents brought from the vicinity. The 
shopkeepers complaru loudly to your Missionary of the 
continued losses they sustain, by the abstraction of 
goods from their shops. 

" Fifty shops are open on the district for trade on 
the Sabbath-day. 

*^ Eights are very common on the district, amongst 
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women aa weU as men. On one oocasion/otir women 
fought <mp, and, in common phraseologj, nearly beat 
her to death. She was represented as a mass of 
braises from head to foot. 

" A mere child, named S , residing . in — , 

only eleven years of age, is now in the House of Cor- 
rection. The charge was theft and threatening to stab 
the prosecutor.* The police are abused and defied by 
some of the inhabitants from their windows ; and, on 
a recent occasion, whilst conveying a party to the 
station-house, charged with committing a desperate 
assault on the superintendent of our Eagged School on 
the Sabbath, were ^oned and pelted by the partisaim 
of the delinquent in a most savage manner. One 
woman the other day kicked another violently in the 
bowels, only the day previous to her confinement. — 
But we must pause; suffice it to add, that speaking 
with the utmost caution, two out ofthree adults on the 
district appear to be drunkards, and it is well known 
how peculiarly mischievous this vice is, in extinguish* 
ing right feelings, and even natural affection, and li£lr 
ing up in the soul the rampant influences of the flesh 
and the devil.'* 

The dirtiness of the habits of the people in many 
instances is extremely repulsive; this arises partly 
from their extreme poverty and partly from dissipation. 
On my first appointment to the district, in 1845, 1 was 
called upon to encounter a severe trial. I was seized 
with violent itchings between the joints, accompanied 
with redness. I appeared to have caught the itch. 

* This youth has since become reformed, and is in India. An 
account of >iim ynUi be found in a future chapter — Criminal 
Population. 
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!Dr. "West, one of the bonoraiy phyaiciaiis to the Mia* 
don, could not deoide whether it was itch or not, nor 
could I decide positivelj, although I had studied for 
several years with a yiew to the medical profession. 
I was careful, however, to kepp away from my friends' 
in a room by myself, and after a few days the intoler^* 
able itching went off. A large amount of itch existed 
on the diatnct, and it is' possible I was labouring under 
an incipient stage of the complaint;, which strict habits 
of cleanliness speedily checked. I was much discour 
raged, and shortly afterwards very nearly closed with 
an offer, to take co-charge of an extensive missionary 
establishment in India. However, having but just 
commenced this arduous mission, I did not like to be 
baffled thus, and prayed much, and saw afterwards the 
providence of God in remaining. As will be seen, T. 
was shortly afterwards made eminently useM in con- 
nection with the Eagged Schools upon the. district, 
then only Sunday Schools, and was further encouraged 
by some most blessed cases of conversion and useful- 
ness, which will hereafter be narrated. 

Bugs and fleas, and other vermin abound, and have 
tormented me sadly. I have been compelled to sub- 
mit my apparel to diurnal examination, and whilst 
visiting at night, have sometimes seen numbers of bugs 
coursing over my clothes and hat, and have had much 
trouble to get rid of them. The stenches, also, have 
sometimes been so bad that my mouth has iilled with 
water, and I have been compelled to retreat. 

There exists among many of the poor an imconquer- 
able aversion to entering a workhouse or imit>n, and 
very many would submit to little short of actual starva- 
tion, rather than be shut up in those asylums, and, as 

d2 
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they express it, " deprived of a breath of iresli air." 
I have found upon the district a mass of extreme 
poverty, such as would hardly appear credible. 

On visiting one family in Frying-pan Alley, I found 
the husband; who had long been out of work, gnawing 
something black, and inquired what it was; he ap- 
peared reluctant to explain, but upon pressing the 
inquiry, said it was a bone he had picked off a dung- 
hill, and charred in the fire, and was gnawing. What 
little fire they had consisted of cinders picked off a 
dustheap.on his way to the chemical works at Mile 
End, in search of employment, where he had worked 
for many yestrs, and was discharged on a reduction of 
hands, taking place. I am not siire my eyes did not 
fill with tears. These people were actually starving ; 
they had been without food for two days. I imme- 
diately gave them some money for food, which was 
instantly procured, and on eating it, the wind in both 
parents occasioned so much hysteric that I was really 
alarmed. 

Another poor man known to me to be in extreme 
distress, was describing the effects of fasting for thre^ 
days. " ^efmt day," said he, " *taint so werry bad 
if you has a bit of 'bacca ; the second it's horrid, it is, 
fich gnawing ; the third day it aint so bad again, you 
feels sinkish like, and werry faintish." This man is 
extremely industrious and very sober. He is a gipsey. 

A very large amount of temporal distress is attri- 
butable to indiscretion, and to sin. The following is 

an instance : — A young woman, named , was about 

eighteen years of age at the period referred to, and far 
from vulgar in appearance or demeanour. "When first 
I visited her, she had an infant about six months old, 
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and was endeayouring to support herself and child by 
shirt-work and shoe-binding. The poor creature was 
worn to the bone by hard work, starvation, and 
trouble. Only by extreme toil could she pay the 
partial rent of a room, and obtain a couple of scan'ty 
meals a day — commonly a little, bread and tea. She 
was in respectable service at the period she fell into 
temptation. I saw the father of the child on one 
occasion; h^ allowed her nothing for months, and 
appeared heartless and vain. She was called to the 
door, and the poor person with whom she resided 
informed me hy whom. I could hear the few words 
that passed, which led me to form the above opinion 
concerning him. She could not bear the shame, she 
said, of going before a magistrate respecting him. 
Her child was exceedingly fractious, and would not 
sleep in the day, and so hindered her in her work, that 
she was ahnost starved. She wept on several occa- 
sions, and appeared wretched. Into what awful cir- 
cumstances of temptation may one false step lead us ! 
Illustrative of this^ she told me on one occasion she 
had been dreadfully tempted. The child was so cross 
she was prevented from working much in the day, and 
had to sit up in the night, hungry and cold, to stitch 
shirts and bind shoes, or she " could not get a bit of 
bread at all;" ''and when I looked at that little 
thing," she said, "and thought how miserable and 
starved I was on account of it, and if I hadn't it I 
might be well fed in a comfortable place as I was 
before, I felt horribly tempted to destroy it,, and it 
seemed," said the poor yoimg creature, passing her 
hand over her forehead, " it seemed to come so strong 
upon me, I was almost doing it ; when one night I 
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dreamed I had done it, and the baby was lying dead 
in a little coffin. I felt dreadful, and I heard a voice 
say — it seemed like God — * Thon shalt do no murder.* 
Well," said she, "when I tooke up and found the 
child was not dead, and that I had not killed it, oh ! 
how thankful I was!. and I didn't have those horrid 
thoughts afterwards." The tears ran down the poor 
creature's wan cheeks, and she pressed the uncon- 
scious infant to her with anything but the embrace of 
a murderess ; but she had, I doubt not, been dread* 
fully tempted. 

A dream is often vanity, yet there are occasions 
when "God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man per- 
ceiveth it not. In a dream, in a vision of the night, 
when deep sleep falleth upon men^ in slumberings 
upon the bed; then, he openeth the ears of men, and 
sealeth their instruction, that he may withdraw man 
from his purpose, and hide pride from man. He 
keepeth back his soul from the pit, and his life from 
perishing by the sword," Job, xxxiii. 14 — 18. 

" Some dreams are useless, moved by turbid course 
Of animal disorder ; not so all. 
Deep moral lessons some impress, that nought 
Can afterwards efface : and oft in dreams 
The master passion of the soul displajs 
His huge deformity, * * 
Warning the sleeper to beware, awake."* ' 

The parish would not receive her unless she affiliated 
her child ; this she refused to do, and after enduring 
these manifold afflictions for a time, became danger- 
ously afflicted with the typhus fever. Six persons, 
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three in one room, were afflicted in this small house 
with fever of a very malignant type. The malaria 
was so strong, I was not ridden of it from mj nostrils 
for some time after my repeated visits. One person 
was removed to the Fever Hospital and died. The 
others appeared to have much groundless dread of 
being removed to that excellent institution. 

Whilst delirious, it was very 'affecting to see this 
poor girl's child crawling and playing over her. It 
' was an ideal of helplessness and misery. When 
recovered, she commenced attendance on public wor- 
ship, and I have some hope respecting her condition 
(^mind. 

It is an axiom that impurity and misery are, 
sooner or later, unfailing in companionship. Blessed 
would it have been for this poor child of woe, if she 
had borne the yoke of obedience to Christ in her 
youth; she would not have walked in the ways of 
much vanity, and her voice would not have been heard 
in fellowship with sinners. (Lam. iii.) 

Blessed, thrice blessed, is that religion which rises 
in the soul in life's morning ! My young reader, this 
case may have a message from God to thee ; want of 
religion in youth may precipitate into many remedi- 
less errors besides impurity :— 

" Oh, smile not ! nor think it a worthless thing, 
- If it be with instruction fraught ; 
Thai which will closest and longest cling, 

Is alone worth a serious thought ! 
Should aught be unlovely, with power to shed 
Grace on the living, and hope on the dead P ^ 
Kow in tluf youth beseech of Him, 
. Who giTeth, upbraiding not ! 
For Ught in thy heart, that shall never grow dim. 
And lote^ that Christ be not forgot. 
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And through life and in death thj Gk)d wiQ be 
Honour, and glory, and strength to thee.** 

I could fill a Yolume with details of extreme want 
and staryation. The extreme peniuy of numbers 
arises from intemperance, but this is yerj £B.r from 
always being the case. 

Those of my readers who have their clean shirts, 
etc., three times a week, nicely aired, and ready for 
use at their beds' heads, may hardly know many of 
the difficulties in the way of cleanliness that the very 
poor have to encounter. One poor lad upon my dis- 
trict, destitute of a home, lodging at a threepenny 
lod^g-house when he could obtain the threepence, 
and in carts and stables, or on staircases, etc., when 
he could not, lately pleased me very much in the 
matter of cleanliness. He had only one shirt, but he 
managed to have it clean, and I was asking him how 
he effected this arrangement. " "Why, you see, sir," 
said he, " I goes to some by-place, and there I whips 
off my shirt ; well, then, I runs to a blind alley up 
Whitecross Street, where some waste hot water runs 
from somie works through a pipe in the wall — there 
I washes my shirt. Well, then I runs to the lime 
kilns, the other side of Blackfriars' Bridge, and there 
I dries my shirt and puts it on. A clean shirt for me 
— it makes you feel so comfortable — I can't abear no 
filth." This anecdote found its way into various 
periodicals, and the poor lad received several other 
clean shirts and presents in money. 

On another occasion, visiting a very poor family — 
sweeps — ^but who kept themselves marvellously clean 

for their calling, I found Mrs. C in bed, and told 

her 1 was sorry to find she was ill, commencing some 
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suitable remarks upon the uncertainty of health and 
life, inquiring if she was receiving proper medical 
advice. To my surprise, the poor woman said, " I am 
not ill, sir, thank you." " The fact is, sir," she added, 
" I've only one gown, what you see on the line there," 
(I did not observe it before,) " and I don't like being 
dirty, so I shall have to lay a-bed tni it's dry." This 
is far from the only instance of the kind I could name. 
The difficulties in the way of cleanliness, presented by 
extreme poverty, are very great. 

Visiting a cabman one day, who was seriously ill in 
bed, I found him dressed up in a woman's fine cast-off 
bed-gown, with a large Mil round his neck. Some 
one had, I suppose, given this to his wife, and I should 
not b6 surprised if it constituted his whole stock of 
linen. This man is subject to fits, and c^b proprietors 
will not employ him. 

I certainly should not mention these odd details, 
exc^t with the view of exciting sympathy^on hehalf of 
such destitute persons. 

Many of the poor people upon my district are 
almost perished from the absence of sufficient clothing 
to protect them from the weather, and many visited 
appear to have contracted illnesses from which they 
died from this cause. Many a poor woman has said 
to me, " I've nothing upon me, Mr. Vanderkiste, but 
the gown you see." 

One poor lad, a gipsey, nearly a man, who works, 
when he can obtain it, in Smithfield Market, had 
no lower garments, until I bought him an old 
pair, except an old sack fastened at the waist, and 
hanging round him. He attends our Eveniag Eagged 
School. 
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When the noath wind hlows, reader, it may be well 
to consider — 

** Poor naked wretches, wheresoever you are 
That bide the pelting of this pitiless storm. 
How shall your houseless heads and tmfed sides. 
Tour loop*d and window'd raggedness defend you 
From seasons such as these ? Oh ! I have ta'en 
Too Uttle care of this.*' 

I have sometimes been desired to visit sick persons 
late at night, and it has been curious and painful to 
observe, how a whole family would be stowed iii one 
bed, the childre9 placed in a row at the bottom. Pive 
and six persons lie in a bed thus. 

Some of the occupations followed by persons upon 
my district are very strange. The fine and beautiful 
morocco leathers in use for splendid Bibles, etc., are 
prepared by a particular kind of animal refuse.* I will 
give some very brief particulars respecting three per- 
sons who are thus occupied. 

An aged man who followed this employ, a man of 
excellent address, once gave me the subjoined account. 
In his youthful days he followed the occupation of 
travelling agent to Mr. Bish, the noted lottery specu- 
lator and agent. He saved enough in that person's 
service to enable him to set up in business on his 
own account, but his money did not prosper, 
(Prov. xiii. 11; ix. 21, etc.,) and he afterwards 
became reduced to the occupation of bill-sticking. 
Employment in that line becoming scarce, he took to 
the occupation to which I have alluded, in addition to 
bone-picking and rag-gathering ; but so many persons 
have embarked in these humble occupations through 

* No chemical preparation is found to answer the purpose. 
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poverty, that they afforded but a very scanty Kving. 
During the sprat season he obtained a dinner in the 
following manner. He attended Billingsgate Market 
during the unloading of the sprat vessels — many poor 
persons do. He would perhaps collect as many as a 
pennyworth of sprats that were dropped on their way 
to the proprietors, and to which no one made any claim. 
This man had evidently been very well educated, and 
was in his diction and address quite the gentleman. 
He preferred being in the fresh air, he said, to being 
shut up in a workhouse, as G-od was pleased to give 
him his health. 

The second person, Mr. S , I had long visited, 

and am not without hope respecting him. He delighted 
much to hear the Bible read, and to be prayed with, 
but was very ignorant, could neither read nor write. 
He died of the cholera of 1849. On visiting him, the 
stench from accumulations of his gatherings was awful; 
I was almost beaten out of the room by it; Mr. S. 
was struck with that terrible scourge suddenly. His 
power of speech was gone. I said, " Mr. S., do you 
know me ? are you praying for forgiveness through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, as I have so often taught you ? " 
He could not speak, but he smiled, and nodded his 
head. To hear the Scriptures read and be prayed with, 
was always very pleasant to him. 

I have seen something of other society, besides that 
of the very poor, and I have known men to die in 
ancestral halls and mansions, less hopefully than that 
poor dung-gatherer. 

The third party is a strolling player, named , 

who prefers this employment to the theatrical profes- 
sion. Said he, '' When Eichardson was alive, I used to 
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go round the country with hia company. Sichardson^ 
your reverence knows, was the greatest man in the 
line. He was a very reUgioua man, Bichardson was, 
and wouldn't have not so much as a nail knocked in 
his booths on a Sunday. He would not allow no bad 
songs, nothing of the sort for him. His company was 
married people principaUy, he didn't like single ones. 
If you went along with Eichardson you must behave 
yourselves I can teU you, or you wouldn't do." 

"As to the rest, ," (mentioning one,) "and so 

on, it's quite different with them; nothing's bad 
enough ; the going's on is . awful ; I can't express 
what I've seen, sir, it's* too bad — such songs, too. 
I'm not what I should be, and I know it, but thanks 
be to Gk>d I'm not bad enough for that. When I was 
at your tea-meeting, what w^s said, and the prayers, 
made the tears come into my eyes. It put me in 
mind of several things. 

"I took a stable, by Shoreditch Church, some 
months ago, for a gaff'; that's some of the scenery 
what you see in the comer, sir ; there was the boy 
there and another young man. Me and the old 
woman did the comic business. I only took the stable 
for a week, but I was forced to close it up in three 
days, it didn't answer ; first night there was lots ; but 
when they found I wouldn't suffer no blackguard 
goings on, and there wasn't no bad songs — ^nothing's 
bad enoughT—they wouldn't come, and the third night 
there wasn't half a dozen. I consider it honester to 
go about getting dung and bones than to be a 
theatrical; I hate it — it's worse than I can repeat. 
Tou know, ^ sir, I'm a tailor by trade, but I never 
properly learned the business, worse luck." 
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This strange and sad detail I have thought well to 
give in his own words, as an experienced witness to 
the evils of such places. 

I have long known this man, and some of these 
particulars were given in answer to questions. 

I forbear to multiply such details as these, and 
* should not have presented those given, was it not that 
they are very illustrative of the lost class among whom 
the City Mission, to a large extent, unostentatiously 
imparts the Gospel. Such a work seems the very 
acme of n^ercy. 

The Lamb and Mag Eagged Schools, Clerkenwell 
Ghreen, are, as has been stated, situated upon my late 
district, and are numerically the largest in London. 
It will, I am sure, be gratifying to those who have 
sustained the City Mission by their donations and 
prayers, to be informed that this important establish- 
ment was founded by a City Missionary. 

The first Annual Beport of the Schools (1846) 
contains the following passage: — "Your Committee 
think it right, in justice to others, briefly to refer to 
the circumstances attending the establishment of these 
schools. A small, confined, and unhealthy room, in 
Lamb and Flag Court, was opened for the reception 
of children of the very destitute poor, under the care 
of the City Missionary." In the second Annual 
Beport, the following passage occurs: — "Let any 
man inquire as t6 the origin of the few Eagged Schools 
in the metrbpolis, and it will be found that this great 
work, in which the whole of our social system is so 
deeply interested, has been begun, in almost every case, 

* Mr. Humphreys. 
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by a few pious laymen — often by a City Missionary,* 
as in the case of the school for whose interests the 
Committee now most earnestly plead." 

On the appointment of the writer to this district, 
now six years since, the schools consisted simply of a 
boys' and girls' Simday School, numbering about sixty 
children. This was the sole effort that was being 
carried on. The Committee,'consisting of men engaged 
in busings from early morn to late ere, did not feel 
themselves in a position to extend their operations. 
Any amount of philanthropic exertion, under such 
circumstances, cannot but be esteemed highly com- 
mendable. 

The writer, however, was led to send the following 
letter to the daily press. It was kindly inserted by 
the "Record" newspaper, and cannot but be regarded 
as the foundation of those enlarged efforts, which 
have since proved so great a blessing to this neigh- 
bourhood :-— 
Thb Coubts at thb Back of Saitfbon Hill and Field Lakx. 

To the Uditor of the « SecordJ* 
Sir, — ^Tbese courts leading out of Tumxnill Street, ClerkenweU, 
adjoimng the SesBJous House, formed the subject of a leading 
article in the " Times" newspaper of January 12th last ; their 
excessive depravity was there freely commented upon; and at 
the Annual Meeting of the London City Mission, at Exeter Hall, 
May 17th, 1841, the Hon. and Eev. B. W. Noel quoted the 
reports of four Missionaries who had investigated the neighbour- 
hood. The following is an extract from the report of one Mis- 
sionary : — ** I have been engaged for the last twenty years as » 
visitor to several neighbourhoods, but I never saw such awful 
scenes or heard such shocking language before." The other 
three gentlemen furnished similar reports. The City Mission- 
aries have been made very useful here, shockingly de|>i*aved as 
the place is. 
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* 

But whftt greatly onunps the energies of the MiBsionoriet it 
the want of educational proTision for the hundreds of dirty and 
half-naked children whose parents reside her^ They are in • 
state precluding their admission into any decent charity school, 
and besides, the parents will not pay for their education at all. 
The experiment of a twopenny week-day school has been tried 
since the appointment of the writer to this district, but proyed • 
fEulure. The i^mptation to purchase gin with the money pre- 
yails ; and besides, many of the parents who are not drunkards 
are really, poor things, half-staryed. A Sabbath School has been 
established in Lamb Court, leading off Clerkenwell Green, but a 
debt remains on the building, which there is no immediate pro- 
spect of Uquidating ; and although no effort has been spared, 
unless the public generally will subscribe the funds necessary for 

the engagement of a schoolmaster and mistress, there is no pro* 

spect whatever of the formation of a Day School. 
Will the people suffer this appeal to be made in vain ? There 

has been much said lately about juvenile delinquency, etc. ; who 

will act ? Who wiU sell an old coat and send the money, or 

change a gold watch for a silver one, and remit the difference f 

It is ruination to suffer these -chUldren to rove about all day. 

They are ultimately found at the Sessions House, Parkhurst, and 

the penal settlements. 

Reader, if God has blessed thee with a good education, let the 

prayer of the Missionary on behalf of these poor children sink 

into your heart. 
Articles of clothing, male or female, will be thankfully received 

at the Schools, or fetched, if a line be addressed to the City 

Missionary at the Schools. 

B. W. Yakdebkists, London City Missionary 

This letter, which appeared in the *'Becord" os. 
9th of April, was, a few days afterwards, responded 
to in the following pleasing and Terj encouraging 
manner : — 

To the Editor of the " Becord:* 

Sir, — In your journal of 9th instant, I observe an appeal made 
by Mr. Yanderkiste, London City Missionary, to the public for 
fluids to maintain a Day School for the children, eto. He adds. 
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** Mach has been said lately about juyenile delmquency : who 
will act ?" For one, I answer that I will, so feur as I can ; and, 
on my return to j|K>wn (d.y.) in a few days, I will send you ten 
pounds by way of beginning, and if you will insert this letter, I 
have not any doubt that others will do the same. 

I am. Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Sriffhionf April ISth, 1846. A txbt old Sxtbscsibes. 

Another benefactor also sent a donation of £20, 
and in the course of a few weeks a considerable sum 
of money was in hand at the "Eecord" Office, for the 
establishment of my proposed Free Day Schools. The 
Committee, on the receipt of this public? encourage- 
ment, at once engaged a regularly trained master and 
mistress. A Free Day Inf<mt School was subsequently 
added to the establishment. 

Very shortly after the appearance of the above 
letters, (on 16th April following,) Mr. Bennoch peti- 
tioned the Court of Common Council, on behalf of 
the Eagged School Union, for a grant in aid of their 
Ainds. He spoke of several localities, and amongst 
them Saffron Hill; Mr. King seconded the motion, 
which was unanimously carried, and a grant of £300 
afterwards made by the Com, Coal, and Finance 
Committee. 

The " Quarterly Eeview," Dec. 1846, honoured 
Eagged Schools with an able tribute to their useful- 
ness, and thus spoke of Ijheir origin : " The Eagged 
Schools owe their origin to some excellent persons in 
bumble life, who went forth into the streets and 
alleys, not many years ago, and invited these miser- 
able outcasts to listen to the language of sympathy and 
care. We are not able to say when, exactly, the first 
beginning was made, nor to apportion the merit of the 
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earlier efforts, but praise and fiEiiiie are the last things 
such men thought, or think of. Much, no doubt, must 
be ascribpd to the zealous humanity of the Oitj Mis- 
sionaries." Be it so, and to God be all the glory! 
From the small beginnings named in the case of the 
Lamb and Elag Schools, an institution has progressed, 
supported now at an annual outlay of nearly £300, 
and of which the following are interesting extracts 
from the Annual Report for 1850-61, read at the 
- public meeting, the Earl of Chichester in the chair, 
supported by Admiral Vernon Harcourt, Mr. Kings- 
mill, Chaplain of the Model Prison, Pentonville, Dr. 
Grainger, of the Board of Health, etc. : — 

" In presenting their Sixth ATiTmal Beport, your Committee 
desire first to acknowledge the im&iling goodness of Ahnighty 
GK>d, in fostering this institution, and sparing to them kind 
fiiends, whose contributions enable them to perserere in the 
enterprise of mercy in which they are engaged ; nor would they 
forget the Lord as the author of that grace which alone can 
crown their efforts with success. 

" Your Gonmiittee would observe, that it is a happy omen of 
the times, that the claims of Kagged Schools upon the sympathy 
of the godly are increasingly acknowledged. Many who were 
formerly ignorant of their value are now their firm and liberal 
friends, and their value is admitted even in quarters where the 
claims of religion are not on all occasions so readily acknow- 
ledged. 

" It is pleasing to call to mind, that the Bagged School move- 
ment, which is now fostered by royalty itself, (otir beloved Queen 
and her Boyal Consort having become munificent contributors,) 
originated, not many years since, in the efforts of the excellent 
missionaries of the London City Mission ; and that in so short 
a course of years it should have won the confidence of the British 
public, and become registered by universal opinion amongst the 
greatest movements of the day, is only to be accoimted for by 
the very great and palpable success which has attended its 
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operatioQB. Under the more thm magio— 'the Dinne nx&aaue 
-'-of ixutraotion in all religions, good, and uaelul knowledge^ 
metsmarphoses are aooomplished with which the daasicfl of 
heathen antiquity haye nothing to compare. The thief in many 
instances heoomes honest, the harlot chaste, the ignorant enlight- 
ened in the knowledge of glory and yirtue, and whole neighbour- 
hoods in which these institutions are estabhshed are found to 
derive a most benofioial influence from the efibrts made. The 
good that has been done, the souls that have been saycd, the 
crimes that haye been prevented, will never be folly known to us 
in this present state : but it is most pleasing to find that blessed 
results in large numbers are continually beiqg brou^t to hght 
even now, and these can only be regarded as the first-fruits of a 
future hapyest, should the liberality of the Ohristian public 
enable the operations of these institutions to be extended as they 
should be. 

" Being anxious to furnish a report of fscts, your Committee 
will not further detain their kind fiiends in the way of intro- 
duction, but will noW enter into details respecting the chai^ 
intrusted to their care. 

" On the books of the pay School there haye been, during the 
past year : boys, 116 ; girls, 122 ; total, 238 ; ayeraging a daily 
attendance of 160. Of these, 75 can read well in the Old and 
Kew Testament, the rest have all made more or less progress, in 
reading ; 31 can write well in copy books, 70 can writo well on 
slates; 70 understand common arithmetic; 40 girls can sew 
well, and all are learning to sew. 

'* Upwards of 100 garments have been made in the schools 
during the past year. 

" Your Committee, in bringing this division of their Beport 
to a close, would give the following extracts from the Reports 
received from the master and mistress, Mr. and Miss Turner, as 
being encouraging to persevere in this good and laudable workt-^ 

" ' One boy, about 14 years of age, lately applied for admis- 
sion, and was received. A short time elapsed before the teacher 
was made acquainted with the circumstances of this boy, and 
that some movement was taking place amongst the scholars with 
regard to him* It appears that he was in a state of comparative 
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ttaFvation, and was oompeUed nightly to sleep upon some straw 
under one of the open arches in Yictona Street, firom whenoe it 
was hifl custom to come each morning to school. At last, being 
discovered by the police, he was driven from thence (on a threat 
of being locked up) to wander through the streets by night. The 
boys and girls becoming acquainted with his condition, raised a 
subscription in fieurthings, and half-pence, and pence, by which he 
was enabled to pay for a bed ; and, in addition, they brought to 
school a portion of their own meals to supply his wants. 

" * With regard to the jprinciple of honesty, the teacher is often 
gratified.- A person unknown lately dropped a penny in the 
school-room one evening. In the morning it was found by a 
boy, unobserved; notwithstanding which, it was immediately 
brought to the teacher to find its owner, thus evidencing the 
growth of right principles as the effect of the exposition of the 
Word of God.' 

" The mistress thus writes in reference to the Qirls* School : — 

** 'To inform. the mind will avaU but little, unless the heart is 
afifected. This is the constant and prayerful aim of all our 
instruction. Sometimes we enjoy the happiness of seeing the 
efforts succeed. As a proof of this, one instance will be recorded, 
which oo<^a£red a short time since : — 

" ' An unhappy feeling of rivalry had arisen among the elder 
girls, which was endeavoured to be suppressed. It soon spread 
into a party spirit, each side assuming that they were greatest. 
So bitter they became towards each other, that every loolt was 
construed into fa offence, and certain seats were claimed by 
each, and contended for. The teacher, feeling that such a state 
of things ought not to be permitted to continue, endeavoured to 
reach them by means of the Bible lesson. The subject of it was, 
*The choice of Jesse's youngest son to be king over Israel;' the 
text for the day being, * The Lord seeth not as man seeth ; for 
man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh 
on the heart.' In the course of the lesson it was shown, that 
neither f^ire,. beauty, nor talents, were any recommendation to 
Him who looketh at the heart ; but the ornament of a meek and 
gentle spirit, and a contrite heart are his delight. The hateful- 
ness and misery resulting from the icadulgeince of strife and envy^ 

e2 
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ate^ mte pomled onft; wbik llie example of Him who whea 
xeriled, renled not agam, wbb exhibited as their modd. This 
had the denied effect : that day not a girl was foond to ooeapj 
Hie seat which for some time had heen the object of ooatentioii ; 
on the eontrary , all ran to take the lowest plaoe ; and unbroken 
peace and harmony hare prerailBd erer since. 

*"The general appearance of the girls is marked by neatness 
and ftlAMiTfnp— ; and their affection toward their teacher is nn- 
bounded, often eren kissing her hand as they pass out of sdiooL 
" * "Sot are the parents deficient in gratitude for the benefi^t 
which their children reoerre, often declaring, they coold not 
afford to pay tor education, as thdr means are so scanty, there- 
fore their children would remain in ignorsnoe were it not for the 
schools.' 

** LrvAHT School. — ^The attendance at the In&nt School has 
areraged, during the past year, 60 daily. 

" It is much to be regretted that the very confined school- 
room is not at least three times its present size ; if so, it could 
be filled, as the teacher has continually the painful task of refus- 
ing admittance to many children who are brought by their 
parents, and much disappointment is expressed. 

** Your Committee have no doubt the following extracts firom 
the Beport of Miss Gk>mm, the In£mt School teacher, will be 
rery interesting to their friends, as they add great weight to the 
necessity of enlarging this branch of their operations : — 

** ' The greatest attention possible is paid by many during the 
Scripture lessons. The delight the little creatures take in the 
Bible stories is remarkable, always asldng, before each lesson, if 
what they are about to be told of is in real earnest, because it 
is supposed many of the parents are in the habit of deoeiying 
them. To show the interest taken in these lessons, the follow- 
ing fiiots will prove. Whilst teaching one day in reference to 
the willingness of Gk>d to give every one that asketh of Him a 
new heart, a little boy was observed sitting with his hands 
folded, and apparently thinking ; all at once he said, ' Teacher, 
when G-od does give people good hearts, what does he do with 
the bad ones ?* 
" ' At another time the Scripture lesson was upon the suffer- 
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ings of our Saviour, when a reiy little girl said, * Teacher, Jesus 
Christ was yeiy foolish to leave that beautiful place in heaven, 
live in a stably be beat, spit upon, and crucified. I would not 
have done so ; I would have stopped in heaven.* The teacher 
endeavoured to show her what would have become of us if he 
had not suffered. To which this little chUd rephed, * Oh ! then 
it was very kind, and I love him for it.* 

** * Many of these Uttle infants will not go to their beds unless 
they are allowed to say their prajers. One mother told the 
teacher, that her boy, who is about two years and a half old, 
will go by himself and repeat the Lord*s Prayer every night 
before retiring to rest. Another mother stated, that her boy 
almost drove her crazy when she hurried him to bed without 
having said his prayers, and that she was glad to make him get 
out again to say them, to stay his crying.* ^ 

** SuKDAT SoHOOL. — ^The attendance during the past year has 
been as follows : — 

« On the books : boys, 110 ; girls, 145 j infants, 80 ; with an 
average attendance of 155r 

" Of these, 90 can read with, various degrees of proficiency, 
some very well ; 62 are in the elementary class. 

'* There is evident improvement in the children, and the pro« 
gress made is very encouraging. The operations of the Sabbath 
School, however, are much hindered by the want of male teachers. 
*The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few.' 
Your Committee hope that their heavenly Master will raise up 
pious labourers to enlist in this honourable and self-denying 
work. 

** To Mr. Le Dieu, the superintendent of the Sabbath School, 
and to the teachers, your Committee are under deep obligations, 
for the unremitting attention and persevering zeal with which 
they have continued their efforts to train up the dear children 
committed to their charge, in the love and fear of Gk)d. 

** EYBNiira SoHOOL. — On the books : males, 90 ; females, 96 ; 
total, 186 ; showing an increase of 84, since the last Beport. 
The average attendance, 100. 

** l?he boys make considerable progress, evincing great eager- 
ness to attain the rudiments of education. Many come from 
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the manufactoiies in which they are engaged straight. to the 
eohool ; and the desire fbr instraotion must indeed be strong to 
induce them to attend school at eight o'clock at night, after 
having been engaged in laborious employment from the break of 
day. Such pm^uit of knowledge under diiBculties cannot but 
be gratifying in the extreme. 

*'The girls also make visible progress, and are equally desirous 
of self-improvement ; on the whole, their demeanour, attention, 
and progress, are of the most encouraging nafturOk 

"It is greatly to be regretted that the various appeals to 
pious young persons to aid as teachers in this field of usefulness, 
have hitherto been bo coldly responded to ; but the calls of the 
imeducated class are loud and urgent. 

'* If, notwithstanding the present defidenoy in the number of 
teachers, most encouraging improvement is discernible, how 
much greater progress might reasonably be expected were this 
urgent call responded to by a few active, diligent, pious, you&g 
people ! May our Saviour incline the hearts of such to give a 
helping hand to those who are at present so praisewortfaily and 
successfully sowing the seeds of usefulness, industry, and piety, 
upon that ground that so greatly needs mental culture ! 

«To Mr. Oompton, tiie superintendent of the Evening 
School, and to the teachers, your Committee are also under 
deep obligations for their unwearied exertions in the work of 
educating the poor and ignorant souls who crowd these courts 
and alleys. 

" In connection with the schools it may be satisfactoiy to 
mention, that the following books have been distributed amongst 
the scholars, in exchange for reward ^keta given for punctual 
attendance and good conduct : — 

Union Spelling and Beading Books, upwards of 400 

Magazines (Children's) upwards of ..1000 

Bibles and Testaments, upwards of 60 

Yarious Beligious Works 85 

Small Beward Books, upwards of 685 

School Hymn Books 75 * 

'^Clothikg FviTD.— Your Cdnunittee have mueh pleasure i2i 
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lajing bofoie the Sabseribcn tile gratifyiiig progieM of the 
dothing Fond :— 

£, i. d. 
In 1848-49 the Deponte amounted to 10 19. 8 

and-Fiemiiimeto 2 15 8 

In 1849-60 the DepoaitB amounted to 21 16 11 

and PremiomB to 7 4 4 

In 1860-61 the Depoaite amounted to 28 1 6i 
and Pxemiunui to 7 4 9 

'^Ihe shove %firea show that this Fund is much appreciated 
hy the parents of the children. Mbnej that would douhtlesf 
haye heen spent in the maddening hevei»ges of the puhlic-house 
has Been happily expended in procuring necessary and comfort- 
able habiliments for their offspring. 

*( The following is a list of the articles issued to the children 
belonging to this useftd and necessary portion of your Com- 
mittee's operatioiis :— Boots and shoes, 92 pain ; coats, 7 ; suits 
of dothes, 4; shirts, 17 ; trowsers, 4 pairs ; frocks, 51$ petti- 
coats, 29; pinafores, 40 ; under garments, 19. 

" SuiTDAT EvENiiira. — ^Your Ck>mmittee, finding from frequent 
inquiries that yery many of the poor residing in the courts and 
' alleys which surround the schools did not attend any place of 
worship, being very destitute of clothing, resolyed to open the 
school-room (there being no other opportunity offered them) for 
deyotional purposes, in the hope that many who frequent the 
beer-shop, and spend the Sabbath eyening in rioting and 
drunkenness, might be led to attend, and, G-od blessing the 
effort, they may be * plucked as brands from the burning,* and 
be led through his mercy * to flee from the wrath to come.' 

'* It was opened on the 26th February last, ieuid the attendance 
and attpUion paid haye been equal to the most sanguine expec- 
tations. ' 

''Your Committee desire publicly to record their acknowledg- 
ments to Mr. Yandebkxste, the inde&tigable City Missionary 
of the district, for his kind co-operation and exertions to adyance 
the interests of the institution. 

*< To the DaUy Press your Committee are deeply indebted for 
the yery fayouiable notice taken of the schools on seyecal occasions. 
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*< Haying thus hneAj stated their oireiimBtaiioee, joxa Com<* 
mittee would commit this good caiue to God, and to the word 
of hifl grace, knowing that he who hath promised will perform, 
and that we shall reap if we fidnt not. 

"To be useful in their day and generation — ^to diminish 
crime— to promote peace and happiness— aboTO all, io *ave 
souU — such are the objects contemplated bj jour Committee in 
their efforts on behalf of their fellow-men ; and they pray that 
Ghod onr Saviour may grant, that when their earthly probation 
ends, it may be given them to meet the present objects of tHeir 
eare in the heavenly mansions of imfading gloiy. 
" By order of the Committee^ 

«* W. J. Watts, Eon, Secretary:* 

To Mp. Terry, the Treasurer, and to Mr. Christopher 
White, the late Hon. Secretary, many thanks are due 
for their fostering care of this institution. 

Our good Mend, Councillor Payne, at one Annual 
Meeting presented the Mends, in the course of his 
speech, with the following effusion of his poetic genius, 
suggested by the name of the court in which the 
schools are situated, and from which they derive their 
name. Various portions of this parish were connected 
with the Knights Templars : — 

« The < Lamb akd Fzao' the Templars brave 
Upon their banners bore^ 
When, loved Jerusalem to save, 
QDhey fought in days of yore. 

« Hiey feared not death, they reok*d not loss ; 
Their aim that all might know. 
Their flag was &sten'd to. a cross — 
As ancient pictures show. 

'* And we^ who to the battle go^ 
To rescue fallen youth. 
Upon our Christian banner show 
This scene of GK>6pel trotlu 
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« The *Iiainb' betokens Christ the Lord ; 
The ' Gross,* his ftufierings* weight ; 
The ' Flag/ the triumphs tiiat reoord 
His oondescension great. 

'* Yes, in our iElagged School we find 
This bright heraldic sign. 
To cheer the drooping Teacher^s mind, 
And prove his work Dirine. 

" The * Lamb' shall teach him patient zeal ; 
The * Cross* rebuke to bear ; 
The ' Flag,' the triumph he must feel 
When^yictory crowns his care. 

" Then, Teacher of the Bagged School, 
Fear not, nor be dismay'd ; 
By love these rebels seek to mle^ 
And look to Christ for aid. 

" The Lamb, who bore the Crosft for thee, 
StOl lives in Heaven to save^ 
And stretch the Flag of Victory 
O'er Satan and the grave !" 

In terminating this general description of my late 
district, it seems important to notice that it constitutes 
but one of a class. The readers of the Monthly 
Magazine of the London City Mission are well aware 
of this fact, from the mass of information brought 
before them in that important periodical. 
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CHAPTER n. 

THX BOICAS CAXBOLIO POPXr£A.TIOK. 

Although my distiicfc contained many Boman 
Catholics, it did not contain so many by far as are 
found on some districts occupied by the Mission. I 
have, howeyer, visited much amongst this class of the 
population, haying obtained access to nearly all 
resident u^ii my district, through being so well 
known for a number of years. 

I have observed the lower order of Papists to be, in 
general, ignorant even of the teachings of the religion 
they profess. like many of the lowest class of 
English Brotestants, they can neither read nor write, 
and many are yery neglectful in attendance on their 
erroneous form of worship, and yet extremely bigoted. 

The very day on which I commenced my visitations 
in connection with the London City Mission, I en- 
countered a Bomanist in a most unpleasant manner. 
The circumstance forms the very first entry in my 
journal, and was sufficiently discouraging. It is illns- 
trative of Boman Catholic bigotry and violence : — 

*' On entering, I said, ' I presume, Mr. Callaghan,* 
(I had obtained his name from another lodger,) 'you 
can guess who and what I am P ' He said, pleasantly, 
* Why, yes, sir/ and offered me a seat. We conversed 
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yery agreieably for some minutes, and he told me he 

attended Boman Catholic chapel, and spoke of 

the priests who ttdnistered there. He added, ' I sup- 
pose you have come to collect for the chapeL' I 
assured him I had not come to recewe, but to impart 
the knowledge of the blessed GTospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 'And pray,* said he, 'what religion 
areyouP' I inform^ 4n. Upon this aano^ec 
ment being made, a great alteration took place ; he 
became immediately violently excited, and livid with 
ra^. In vain did I urge the propriety of discussing 
religion mildly and affectionately. The language he 
applied to me and to my religion was of a very horri- 
ble character. He rose from his seat, flung open the 
door, and declared if I was not out in a moment he 
would kick me from the top to the bottom, which, 
had Providence permitted, he appeared fully disposed 
to do. 

" On another occasion, bad characters, by whom I 
had been surrounded, behaved very respectfully to me, 
and several appeared much affected by a plain state- 
ment of what Christ had done to save sinners ; but 
one man, decently dressed, an Irishman, was very 
angry, and said, ' Every cobbler now can put on a 
half>crown black coat on a Sunday, and go about 
preaching ; but there was a time,' added he, ' when it 
would have cost a man as much as his life to do it^-- 
he'd have burned for it.' " 

The depth of bitterness with which this was uttered, 
induced some of the characters around, degraded as 
they were, to testify their disapprobation by vehemeni 
hisses. I have been so mercifully preserved as never 
to have sustained any serious injury from Boman 
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Catholics. Various of mj City Missionary brethren, 
however, have received violent ill usage ; and one, a 
Mr. Bullin, we always considered to have received his 
death through being thrown down stairs in St. GhiLes's. 
But to this martyr, we have every reason to believe, to 
die was gain. 

I shall now introduce the reader to a very pleasing 
case of usefulness, in the hopeful conversion of a 
Boman Catholic on my district, named D . 

In. & cul de sac, termed Frying Pan Alley, I met 
with Mr. D. On offering a tract, I was anything but 
welcomed. Mr. D., who was confined to his bed, eyed 
me askance from head to foot with a scowl of dis- 
pleasure. Perceiving this, I did not immediately 
enter upon the subject of religion, but inquired the 
character of his illness, and what means he was using 
to seek recovery. I then spoke of the uncertainty of 
life, and necessity of repentance and faith ; but my 
visit being barely tolerated, and that with a very ill 
grace, I quickly left, after inviting the children to our 
Bagged School. Having, for a very long series of 
years, held a situation in one house of business, Mr. 
D., although only a labouring man, was enabled when 
in health to provide his family with the common 
necessaries of life. His wife, also, as I afterwards 
found, was an exceedingly industrious woman, and 
earned a few shillings a week by working at a '^ trotter 
yard;" but sickness had reduced the fisunily to a 
condition of abject poverty. 

I of course continued my visits, and their prejudice 
appeared to diminish, and as soon as advisable I intro- 
duced the subject of Boman Catholicism. On one 
occasion, on entering, I found a person present not 
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recognised hj me as anj minister with whom I was 
acquainted ; he inquired who I was, and was informed 
hj me. He did not appear at all disposed to inter- 
change even the commonest courtesies of life, for 
immediately on hearing I was a Citj Missionary, he 
adjusted his hat, and lefb. I was informed he was 
"^the priest." This led to conversation respecting the 
Eoman Catholic religion. " A great question is, Mr. 
D.," said I, ** what comfort and consolation does your 
religion afford you ? Ton are stretched by the 
Almighty on a bed of sickness and pain, your circum- 
stances are those of extreme poverty, yqu have a 
young family whom you are likely to have to leave 
fatherless. What you require is mental support and 
comfort, Now we may depend upon it," I added, " that 
if the good G-od has given us a religion, it will afford 
all this — does your religion afford this to you?" 

The poor man began to cry; and, after 'a pause, 
" Indeed, no," said he ; " sure I'U be after telling the 
truth — God help me then — ^my mind is dark and 
miserable, your reverence." I felt sad in contemplat- 
ing the scene of human woe around me ; and the Mis- 
sionary mmt sympathize with woe — ^nqt merely express 
sympathy, but must feel sympathy—" Bear ye one 
another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ," 
Gal. vi. 2. 

"My friend," said I, "a religion that does not 
comfort, is not worth having;" and then I declared^ 
to him the offices and work of Him by whom came 
" grace and truth," and told him of the Holy Spirit, 
"the Comforter." "The word of God is quick and 
powerful," .Heb. iv. 12, and the sufferer appeared 
much affected. He could neither < read nor write, 
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and '' his priests had never taught him thus,^* he said. 
Alas ! no ; good reason why ; the witnessing and con- 
vincing of the 8pirit of God in the heart of the 
believer that his sins are forgiven — ^this Borne dreads. 
Her strength is in the crushed and ahject spirit, and 
to offer it ashes and mourning, and penance, and the 
spirit of heaviness — thufl to rivet the iron chain of 
priestly despotism, and serve her purpose. Eome 
preaches penance, not peace. Let the dread of future 
torment rule, cries Some ;. let the nations perish in 
their sins ; and whilst they pass in exchange for coin, 
i/Deynil never tire of ordaining penances, hearing con- 
fessions, granting indulgences, bestowing holy unctions, 
conjuring traosubstantiative myst^es, and singing 
masses, both ante and posthumous. 

The &bled flora is represented in the spring of the 
year with poised wings, gyrating gracefully over our 
earth, surveying the rolling orb witji a kindly coun- 
tenance, and scattering profusely the seeds of com, 
and fruits, and flowers, for the sustenance and plea- 
sure of man. Let fiome be represented as an incar- 
nation of oppression, casting down upon the earth 
fetters, and fears, and snares, and torments. Make 
her a Ceres or Pomona, if you vnll, but let her cor- 
nucopia be filled with poison weeds. Who could deny 
the myth ? Such is Popery. 

Mr. D. received instruction from me during the 
space of two years, the whole of which period he was 
a great sufiTerer from an internal disease, which at last 
terminated his life. 

The reading and plain exposition of the New Testa- 
ment, especially the Gospels, and the prayers I from 
time to time offered vrith him, were evidently much 
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blessed to his enlightenment ^'in. the knoMedge of 
glory and virtue." He was led to see the vanity and 
delusion of the Popish views he had once held, and to 
which he had been so bigoted. " I did believe once," 
said he, '' that the priests could put me into heaven ; 
but, thanks be to God for sending you to instniot me) 
I know hetternow; there's none but the blessed Lord 
Jesus Christ, that died for sinners, that can satire my 
poor soul ; I feel it, Mr. Y aaderkiste, 1 do indeed^ 
thanks be to God."* I have repeatedly asked him, 
whether he reaU^ believed formerly, that the priest 
had power to secure heaven for him; he would reply^ 
" Why, Mr. Yanderkist^, you have no ideaihow igno- 
rant and blinded the people are in Ireland, or you 
wouldn't ask that question; they do believe it, the 
whole of them — ^pay your dues, confess to the priest, 
and it's all well with you," said he, nodding his head 
— '^ that's the way they're- taught, poor things, and 
how should they know better p*' ^ 

Afterwards Mr. D., whose mind became more en- 
lightened .*' by the word of Gk>d and prayer," was 
enabled to come to the "full assurance of faith," and 
to a knowledg)e of the forgiveness of bis sins. He was 
enabled blessedly to resolve the question, — 

'* How can a Binner know, 

Hifl BinB on earth forgiven? 
How can my gradous Saviour show 
My name insoribed in Leaven? " 

And could say, — 

" We who in Christ believe. 
That he for us hath died, 
We all hiB blessed peace receive^ 
And feel his blood applied. 
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M Our natore^B tnm'd, oar mind 
Tnnafiann'd in aU its powen» 
And both the witnesses are jmn'd. 
The Spiiit of Ck>d with oars." 

Light chases sway darkness. When Mr. D. attained 
to thisMth, the chainB of Borne were burst asunder, 
the scales fell firom his eyes ; he could say, " This one 
thing I know, whereas I was blind, now I see." 

The interesting conversations I held with this man 
would fill a little yolume. His disease, an internal 
tumour, assumed a more threatening aspect, and after 
intense suffering he expired, witnessing to the last 
** a good confession" in Christ Jesus. Just before he 
died, he sent for me, and expired almost before the 
echo of the prayer of the Protestant visitor had died 
away. To be read to, and prayed with, seemed his 
great delight. ^'Mr. Yanderkiste," he would say, 
^'ifs sweet to me;" he might have added, ''Thy 
words were found, and I did eat them ; and thy word 
was unto me the joy and rejoidng of mine heart," 
Jer. XV. 16. I had many opportunities of watching 
Mr. D.'s outward conduct and- demeanour during the 
course of the very long and varying affliction which 
terminated his life. When able^ he was careful in 
attendance on Protestant public worship, and his 
walk and conversation were '' as becometh the GK)spel 
of Christ." 

I will next allude to two sisters, who both lived and 
died upon my district. Both were educated in pro- 
fession of the Boman Catholic superstition, and were 
two of the most desperate characters with whom I 
ever met. 

One of these poor women died of cholera in' 1849, 
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and was visited by me up to the period of her decease ; 
the other fell to the earth in a fit in a neighbouring 
court, and died very shortly afterwards. The use of 
strong drink (principally large quantities of beer) 
had so completely bloated her system, that the blood 
had become too sizy properly to circulate. Both these 
sisters would be drunk daily for a week uninter- 
ruptedly. These women, »o far as they cared for 
religion at all, clung to some of the deadly errors con- 
nected with the Bomish system. The one who died 
01 cholera assured me she prayed for forgiveness, but 
I doubt it was merely said to please me. The priest 
was sent for whilst she was dying, who prayed by her, 
and gave her the " toafer,*** and this being done, or, 

* It may be well to state, for the information of any young 
reader who may be unacquainted with Bomanism, that the 
^^iocffer" is alosenge of paste, administered as the sacrament, 
at tiie altar, and also priyately to Boman Catholics, when in 
dying circumstances. 

The Trent Catechism, and all authoritative Bomish books, 
which allude to the matter, define the wafer as containing, e^ter 
eonweraiion hy the priest, *''the very body of the man Christ 
Jesus, composed of flesh, blood, and sinews, together with his 
soul and diyinity." A Boman Catholic, to whom I was made 
useful to some extent, on attending a Protestant place of wor- 
ship to receive the ordinance, when offered the bread, opened hi* 
mouth, GRiis occasioned surprise to some ; but so holy is this 
*' notsfer God** esteemed by Bomanists, that the laity are not 
perinitted to handle it, but receive it from their priest into their 
mouths. When our blessed Saviour brake the bread and gave 
to his disciples, saying, *' This is my body," etc., " this do in 
remembrance of me,*' (Luke zzii.,) he was still alive on earth. 
According, therefore, to the Boman Catholic view, his twelve 
disciples were actually each eating and drinking up our Lord's 
body and blood, whilst he sat placidly before them. That our 

F 
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to use tHeir own phraseology, '' the eleryyman having 
prepared her for heaven,^ her relatives appeared per- 
fectly satisfied respecting her condition, whilst the 
soul of the stranger ahnost groaned in anguish over 
her soul. Both these women were very powerful, 
complete giantesses. On my mildly expostulating 
with them on one occasion, whilst intoxicated— 7I was 
beset by them in so abominable a manner that I could 
not avoid doing so — one declared resolutely she would 
drive me out of the neighbourhood, and actually com- 
menced carrying her threat into execution, driving me 
before her like a child. When sober, she came to me 
and apologised for her conduct, but in a strange 
manner. 

The genius of the Bomish teaching tends to harden 
in criminality, for the fact cannot be evaded, that the 
ignorant Bomanist believes his priest can forgive his 
sins. It is said, ** by repentance ; *' be it so — but the 
measure of the repentance, we must remember, is not 
the amount of sorrow to G-od, but of obedience to the 
priest — ^the ^cecution of any penance he may enjoin. 
Whether every Bomish priest teaches his flock that he 
can remit their sins without due repentance, is another 
question ; but that the ignorant masses of Bomanists 
confess and execute any penance enjoined, and then 
rest satisfied that their sins are forgiven, or rather 
oare no more about the matter, I cannot doubt. 

Even a common prostitute, a Boman Catholic, has 

Saviour simply meant, tba bread and the idne should remind «# 
of his body and blood shed for\U8, is plain. After speaking of it 
as a figure of his blood, our blessed Lord, in the next verse^ 
himself declares it only to be the fruit of the vine^ Matt. 
28,29. > 
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ttaid to me, " Why do you reproach me P I confess 
my sins' once a week to my priest, pay my dues, and 
am forgiven them. I attend strictly to my reli^ion.V 

The following conversation, extracted from my 
Journal, illustrates the depeiidence placed upon the 
guidance of blind guides by the Boman Catholic 
laity: — 

" At the comer of I observed Mr. and a 

man named in conversation. I stopped and 

addressed them, presenting a tract, and introducing a 
remark of a spiritual character. I said, ' We must 
repent truly of all our sins, my friends, and ttust for 
forgiveness to what the Lord Jesus Christ has done 
and suffered for us.' * Yes,* said Mr. — * — , * we must 
repent and b^ doing penance, and make amends by 
good works for what evil we do.* I made a remark in 
a quiet manner, knowing the character of my com- 
panions, to the effect that * if our good works could 
dave us, we did not want any other Saviour, but that 
the Holy Scriptures declared a man to be "justified 

by faith without the deeds of the law.*" Mr. 

wished to know, ' Whether it was reasonable to sup- 
pose that a layman could understand the Scriptures as 
well as an ecclesiastic, who devoted his whole life to 
their study.* Mr. persisted that a poor, un- 
learned man could not, if he read it, understand the 
Bible ; adding, that it was said therein that it was 
hard to be understood, and that ' the unlearned made. 
a bad use of it.* I said, I would quote the passage to 
which he alluded : ' In ivhich are some things hard to 
be understood, which they that are unlearned and 
unstable wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, 
tmto their own destruction,* 2 Peter iii. 16. It was 

x'2 
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tie Mneon/oerUdj I said, wbo were spokeii of; tliofle 
who were destitute, nd qfworliUf wisdom^ for we were 
infomied tbst * the world bj wisdom knew not GK)d.* 
It was those who were destitute of the wisdom viUeh 
iff from above j^ who were spoken of, I said ; and ex- 

phiined to Mr. the difference between ' the 

wisdom of this world' and spintnal wisdom, enlaiging 
npon the fiict that the one might be acquired from 
earthlj tutors and books, bat the spiritual wisdom in 
nowise so; adding, that the only way pointed out to 
us whereby to obtain it, was by prayer and supplica- 
tion, by becoming beggars before the throne of Gk)d, 
as St. James speaks, ' If any of you lack wisdom, let 
him. ask of Gt)d, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
npbraideth not ; and it shall be given him,' James i. 5. 

Mr. now began to kick his heel against the wall, 

and another Boman Catholic present, who had not 
hitherto taken any part, in the conversation, com- 
plained of the cold, and proposed retiring. I made a 
suitable closing remark, and our littie gathering dis- 
persed, to meet at last — ^I pray — ^in heaven." 

The teachings of the Boman Catholic church are 
ever directed to the end of inducing the laity to 
forego the right of private judgment, and to surrender 
the ideas they may form, to the proclaimed infallible 
teachings of the church. 

The worship of the saints of the Bomish calendar, 
also practised by Boman Catholics, develops the 
opposition of their religion to genuine faith in our 
Divine and aU-sufficient Bedeemer. The following is 
an instance: — 

A young Irishman I visited interested me veiy 
much. He was very ingenious, and during a severe 
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iUnesB — ^produced, as I verily believe, by want of food, 
having been long destitute of employment— con- 
structed a pair of very melodious Irish pipes, on 
which he one day offered to play me a tune. As he 
appeared desirous I should hear him play, I thought 
proper to humour him, but asked him to play a hymn. 
He said, " I only know one hymn tune," and played 
a very sweet little melody. " Do you know the words 
of that tune?" said I. "I know one verse," said 

he: — 

" Saint Bominio sits at God's rigkt hand. 
At Ghxl's right hand on high j 
Says he, My children, come to me, 
And you shall never die.'* * 

I read to him various passages of Scripture, to prove 
such doctrine most erroneous. He said it certainly 

* St. Dominic is held to he a yery important saint by 
Bomanists. He was the founder of an order bearing his name. 
A little work, published at Antwerp in 1611, in Latin, is entitled, 
^'The Life and Miracles of St. Dominic." There is a print on 
the cover which is inscribed, ^^ D<Bmon Hudiia ineombewH in 
forma titnicB apparena 'jussm est candelam ardetUem tenere,** — 
'*The devil appearing in the shape of an ape td St. Dominic, 
intent on his studies, is ordered (by the saint) to hold the burn- 
ing candle." Another print represents our blessed Saviour 
seated upon a cloud in the heavens, and in his hand are arrows 
of vengeance, which he is about to shower upon the earth and 
upon the sea. On his right hand is the Virgin Mary. On the 
earth are seen the two saints — Saint Dominic and Saint Francis. 
The print is inscribed, ** Christum iratum et minas orbi inten- 
tante S. Vlrgo^ S*Dominicum et 8, Francisoum represetUant 
plaeaty* — ** Christ enraged and holding out threats against the 
world, and the Blessed Virgin, pointing to St. Dominic and 
St. Francis, appeases him." Copies of these prints, which are 
exceedixigly rare, may be seen in the Scottish "Protestant." 
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contradicted the word of Qoi^ and promised me lie 
would pray for mercy and forgiveness tlirough our. 
Saviour alone. I lent him various books, as he could 
read well ; and when sufficiently recovered, he attended 
our Male Adult Evening School, as I directed him ; 
but being unable to obtain employment, he afterwarda 
enlisted in a dragoon regiment, and of course left the 
neighbourhood. 

How altered the destinies of Lond<xi respecting 
Popery to what they once were ! Here was a poor 
deluded man repeating to the Protestant Missionary a 
doggrel of Eomish intercession, through a so-caUed 
saint, whose veri/ name would be unknown to perhaps 
aU ia the neighbourhood. But how different the con- 
dition of this locality to its condition five hundred 
years since ! 

The ball of a rifle fired from his window would 
have passed or MLen upon the spot where, at the date 
named, the locality known as Black Friars was largely 
occupied by the monastic order of this very saint. 

Butler, also, in his '* Lives of the Saints," eulogises this saint 
as possessing singular holiness, austerity, and success in working 
miracles. 

Supposing a Boman Catholic to deny the authority in his 
church of the little work alluded to, (for which, however, there 
is Aot the slightest pretence,) he cannot surely attempt to demur 
to the authority of Butler, universally known and admitted as 
an authoritative exponent of his church. 

I mention these references because I have met with many 
Boman Catholics who never so much as heard of Saint Dominic^ 
or perhaps half the saints of the church to which they profess 
to belong. How contrary all this to the revealed declaration of 
our Lord and Saviour, " I am the way, the truth, and the life : 
no man oometh unto the Father, but by me,'* John xiv. 6. 



ITO HVFDBED TBABS SINOB. 71 

t 

Splendid edifices, enclosed within extensive walls 
and four'"gates, a little town within itself, possessing 
immunities similar, in many respects, to those pos- 
sessed by Oxford and Cambridge. Although within 
the precincts of the City, its charter exempted it from 
the jurisdiction of the City authorities, and its chief 
magistrate was its chief abbot. 

This was the habitation of the order of St. Dondnic, 
called the Dominicans or Black Friars. Pennant and 
others describe this establishment as splendid* It 
extended from n. £. to s.w., from the Old Bailey to 
the Eiver Thames. 

The commerce of the world now rushes past Lud- 
gate Hill day by day like an avalanche, and strikes, 
like sparks from the anvil, into every avenue around. 
The ' bones of monks lie buried there, who, upon that 
very spot, once passed their Hves in still cloisters, 
dormitories, scriptorum or study, refectory, and. church 
grounds or gardens, which eloped in g^metude to the 
river-side. Criminals fled her^ from the arm of 
justice; although, did we aak th^ officers who per- 
ambulate their many beats upon its site, they would 
not even know, perhaps, that such a harbour for 
delinquents had ever existed. 

Edngs and queens, who now, when they pass up 
Ludgate Hill, are on their way to exchange greetings 
with the citizens of our loved city— then, as one 
writer says, " entered the good and come]y^ tower at 
the bend of the wall," as a holy pilgrimage. 

The untiring foot of speculation does not know that 
it treads on the mausoleums of the titled and the 
great, the peer and the exalted — ^yet there their 
•bodies were deposited, wrapped in. the suf^osed spin-' 
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toal talJHmaTi, the black robe of tilie order of St. 
Dominie Austin. 

Thus the memorj of St. Dominic has passed away 
from the very locality of the possessions of his order. • 
There is a moral in aU this, or its recital were not the 
province of the spiritual instructor. It is a fdlfilment' 
of Divine prophecy — " Every plant, which my heavenly 
Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up," Matt. 
XV. 13. 

We wiU detain the reader with but one observation 
before introducing the next case. 

• !Pive hundred revolutions of our globe around the 
«un have occurred, and the result named has ensued. 
Less than five hundred more mighty unless the energies 
of Christendom be duly aroused, suffice to re-im>est 
owr comitry with the papal yoke, and all its deadening 
influences and institutions. 

It is a religion suited to the carnal heart — almost 
seraphic music — ^gaudy show — ^tinkling beU — ^perfiune 
— ^and mummery. 

It is said, mankind have become too enlightened for, 
this to be possible — ^but the unconverted are yet the 
fn<u8 of mankind, and their utmost enlightenment is 
not sufficient, it is seen, to lighten them over many 
deep pits of foUy and delusion. We have observed 
the enlightened in mere secular knowledge, pass from 
our midst into the bosom of Eome of late years, in no 
small numbers. Popery also appears to be gaining 
considerable political power. 

Popery can intrigue in courts as well as doisters, 
and always seeks temporal might. 

As the Popish Dean Weston observed to the Pro- 
testant ministers, in closing insolently the debate on 
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transubstantiation, at the Gonyocation in Queen 
Mary's first parliament, " Ye have the wordy hut we 
hme the sword,^* 

When it is thus with Eome, woe be to those Pro- 
testants she meets with by the way — 

^ Should the bold UBurping spirit diire, 
Power o'er my fiuth and conscieiioe to maintain. 
Shall I submit, and suffer it to reign ? 
Gall it the church, and darkness put for light, 
Falsehood with truth confound, and wrong with right ? 
No ; I dispute the eril's haughty claim. 
The Spirit of the World be still its name, 
Whatever called by man, 'tis purely evil, 
'Tis Babel, Antichrist, and Pope, and Devil." 

The foUowing case from my joumab, fimuBhes aa 
affecting illustration of the struggle between con- 
science and the power of priestly rule over mind : — 

"Visited Mrs. C ^ a Eoman Catholic. She 

stated to me that her spiritual director had strongly 
objected to their receiving tracts, etc. Her cluld was 
very iU, so I proposed praying for its recovery. This 
was 1 too much for Mrs. C.'s scruples to oppose ; the 
poor woman, I could see very plainly, scarcely knew 
what to do, although she assented, on my represent- 
ing that it would be great wickedness to oppose such 
an act. I knelt before God and prayed for the child— 
a sweet little boy, and an old acquaintance of mine ; 
meanwhile, the poor woman was in a pitiable state of 
perturbation, bustling about the room, moving the 
fomiture, she knew not, I conceive, for what; purpose, 
save to endeavour to ease the perturbation of her 
mind." 

The spuitual thraldom, of which this is a specimen, 
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is, of oonne, most deadly in its influenoe, and yet this 
woman was not by any'meana a strict Bamanist, or I 
should not have been likely to be so mildly dealt with. 

The next case is one of y«ry paiofol interest, iUus- 
trating the manner in which Popish error follows its 
victims, until th^ last gasp is gasped. The priest 
alluded to became sickly, returned to Italy, and has, 
I learn, since passed to another world. To imagine 
the dupe and duped, both standing before Gk>d to be 
judged, is a solemn thought. 

^ Mrs. was a Boman Oatholic She was much 

addicted to drunkenness, and when intoxicated, was 
in the habit of beating her husband furiously, and 
behaving otherwise with great violence. She always, 
however, received my visits very civilly when sober, 
and listened attentively to my instructions and prayers. 
At last, her long continued habits of intoxication, and 
other circumstances, brought her into a consumption, 
of which she died. I, of course, felt it to be my duty 
to lay before her, from time to time, her awful oondi- 
tioQ as a sinner before God, and her need of repentance 
and fiaith. She repeatedly appeared aiffected, and wept, 
declaring ' she felt miserable and wretched,' and that 
she was conscious she was a great sinner. She seemed 
to say : — 

' I tranble, lest Uie wrath Diyine, 

Which bruises now my sinful soul,. ^ 
Should braise this wretched soul of mine 
Long as eternal ages roll.' 

"Her case was progressing very hopefully, but 
several Sisters of Mercy (what a libel on that sweet 
^ord !) visited her, and brought the priest and another 
Boman Catholic visitor. I was very much insulted 
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1^7 tUa mm on one occasion. The poor woman's 
good impressions appeared to wear away before the 
influences of the ffilse instruction she received from 
these visitors. She died wretchedly. 

'* Mrs. J.'s husband was not a Eomanist, and from 
him and another person present, I received the follow- 
ing account : — ^The priest came and administered ex* 
treme unction, and muttered some Latin over her, 
according to the usual practice, and then said, . in 
broken English, (he was an Italian,) * You good Chris- 
tian now — you very joyful — you very happy — ^you go 
to heaven,' and lefb. I inquired of her husband, a man 
of little energy, why he allowed such delusion to be 
practised in his own apartment ; he appeared afraid of 
her relatives. Mrs. C , opposite, who kindly at- 
tended her until her death, informed me that, just 
before she died, she said, * I should like to have five 

candles, but J ' (her husband) * can't afford it — 

have three over me.* Mxb, C. said, * My poor crea- 
ture, what wHl be the use of the candles over you 
when you are dead?' * Sure,^ said she,. * to ligM me ta 
heett^x* " 

The next case is one of untimely death — deplorable 
and afiSecting. ' 

Under the influ^ice of temptation, the. Qhristiaii; 
flies to his Saviour^ and his language i^i,-^ 

*' On Him in faith I never call. 
To Him I never flee, 
But what I find, my Christ — my all, 
Fights well the war for me." 

But, under the sore influence of temptation, the un- 
happy Eomanist finds no such refuge. Whilst depend- 
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ing upon a host of saintly intercessors, and mediation 
of the Virgin Mary, it cannot be so. Had the subject 
of the following notice possessed faith in Christ, in- 
stead of perishing a miserable suicide, she might have 
Hved and died happily : — 

" Mrs. D was a miserable woman, a Bomanist. 

She said to a Mrs./ , a neighbour, in the afternoon, 

* Gk)od-bye, Mrs. , you'll never see me any more.' 

Mrs. said, * Oh, nonsense ! you're always talk- 
ing duch 9tuf.' ' Ay,' said she, * but you do not know 
how busy the devil is with me.' In the evening her 
dead body was brought home, having been taken out 
of the Thames, near Blackfriars Bridge. I visited her 
husband, a Eomanist also, and endeavoured to improve 
the event." 

The following account of the death of a Boman 
Catholic prostitute is very shocking : — 

" Mrs. T had risen very early, as usual, to goto 

Covent Garden for her greens, and stumbled on some- 
thing in the dark on the stairs ; she recognised the 
voice of a prostitute who lived in the house, and who 
called her by a very shocking name. On procuring a 
light, she found the poor creature sadly intoxicated, 
lying on the stairs, with a glass in one hand, and a bot- 
tle in the other. She appears to have made her way 
home in the night from some haunt of dissipation, with 
these articles in her possession. From the effects (it 
was supposed) of this debauch, she died shortly after- 
wards. The lodgers were afterwards, they informed 
me, much annoyed by the horrid din caused by what is 
termed ^ waking y* 

The Irish Eoman Catholic population are, when in- 
toxicated, particularly furious, especially towards Pro- 
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testants. I have seen tbe police knocked about sadlj. 
The following is an instance. It forms in my journals 
part of the detail of a visit to a barber's shop on my 
district, on the Saturday eyening, for Missionary 
purposes : — 

" During my sojourn in Mr. D 's shop many 

customers came in ; I continued there about two hours, 
conversing and speaking on spiritual and moral subjects 
the while, for their instruction. 

" A remarkably athletic young Irishman came in, 
and entered into conversation. I was speaking just 
then on the sin and folly of men spending their hard 
earnings in public-houses and gin-shops, and the evils 
to which drunkenness led. ' Paith, then,* said the 
Irishman^ f sure, master, you are right now ; I never 
was in trouble (that is, in prison) but once, and that 
was for drink.' IVom his subsequent narrative, I 
found he was the man who, about three months since, 
committed one of the most desperate outrages I re- 
member to have occurred in this neighbourhood. ' I 

went,' said he, ' into Mr. 's shop, in , and he 

said to me, says he, I shan't serve you with any more, 
you can't walk straight as it is. Well, I insists on 
being sarved, and, says he, I'll put you out, and takes 
hould of me to do it. "Well thin, I know my timper's 
bad when I've been dhrinking, and so I shuffled with 
him.' The fsict was, he inserted his hand in the poor 
publican's neckcloth, a^id had nearly strangled him 
before he could be torn away. * "Well, then,' he con- 
tinued, ' they sent for the police, and they come up, 
and as fast as they come up to take me I put 'em down 
one by one.' It appeared from the accounts given at 
the time, that this man, unassisted by any companions, 
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fought seyen policemen, who came up in BucceBsion, 
knocking one down no fewer than seven tunes. A 
party in the shop made some revengeM remark re- 
specting the police, and was reproved by me. The 
Eomanist said, * Eevenge was sweet.' * "Well now,' 
said he, ' you put me in mind of something. When I 
got to the House of Correction, they set me to pick 
oakum ; there we sat,' said he, (imitating,) ^ in rows. 
The man that sat fronting me, it was as good to me to 
Bee him there as if any one had given me a sovereign.' " 

It appeared this prisoner had been a policeman, 
against whom he had conceived an enmity. I warned 
this man that he might come into even more serious 
trouble, if such were his desperate habits when in- 
toxicated, and gave him suitable advice, to which he 
listened with rough respect. 

I recollect seeing one Irish Bomanist attack a police- 
man in the most savage manner, quite throwing him 
into the air. He professed his hatred, as he said, of 
" the breed of Luther," and then treated the constable 
in the mrnner described. He was intoidcated. 

The X eeoliar ferocity of some Irish Bomanists, not 
alone when intoxicated, arises in no small measure 
from the lessons of hatred inculcated by their religion. 
Any nation which has been exposed for centuries to the 
influences of a system which curses at the altar in the 
most horrible manner, curses which one would not wish 
our bitterest enemy—for we are taught to bless and 
not to curse* — such a religion cannot fail to add greatly 
to that enmity which always exists, whatever the creed 
be, in the unconverted heart. 

— ' ---' H ■■■! II. I I M ■1^ -A^- --T -->ri<-HlW  UJM L__^____^,^^^__^_^__^_^^^ 

* Matt. t. 4A I Bom. zii. 14^ 20$ eto. 
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The Eoman Catholic portion of the poor population 
of London, is estimated at one^-seventh of the whole. 
I should have felt very happy to have given some of 
those many remarkable cases of usefdlnesB amongst 
Papists, which abound in the records of our Mission, 
especiaUy from the journalB of the Irish misrionaries 
to the Irish Eomamsts, and of the Italian missionaries 
to the Italian Eomanists ; but such details would .occupy 
volumes. All that can be well done in a work like the 
present, relating to a personal effort, for the full detpil 
of which I have i>€ry far from* sufficient space, is to 
direct the reader to the Magazines and Eeports of the 
Society, which abound in the most deeply interesting 
details of labour and success. 

The foUowing are some particulars of a very inte- 
resting case of a Polish refugee : — 

The Hungarian, Polish, and Italian refugees have a 
loft upon my district, which is converted into a bar- 
rack. Berths, three deep, are fitted up against the 
wall, and here they live, eat, and sleep. The poor men 
have very little upon which to exist, and that little is 
supplied by the Chartists, and some have a Httle from 
the Polish Association. A Colonel in the Eoman 
army lives at a beershop in T Street. Their man- 
ner of living is very simple ; some cheap meat curried 
with much rice in the middle of the day, and perhaps 
a cup of coffee and a little bread in the evening ; but 
they get very little, and have to ease hunger by smoking. 
A pipe is many a poor man's dinner — learn, ye sons of 
ease and opulence, and learn therefore to pity. The 
Chartists hold ^^ halW* here for the benefit of the 
refrigees, which are a source of great temptation and 
etil, and I have reproved them respecting such prac- 
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tices, to whicb they reply tbat it is done for the benefit 
of the refugees, who would starve if they did not thus 
assist them. '' All men have not faith/' 2 Thess. iii. 2. 

The balls are justified, also, on the plea that the 
people must have amusements ; and the Sunday even- 
ing political discussions are justified, also, by the as- 
sertion that " Jesus Christ was a democrat." They 
have of course been directed by me to attend the house 
of Gj-od on the Sabbath. The number of these refugees • 
lessens ; some emigrate to America, some obtain em- 
ployment at their various trades. All have been sol- 
diers in Italy and Hungary, and some were in Erance 
during the revolution of 1848, but were driven from 
that country after the election of Louis Napoleon as 
President, and fled to England. I have met with one 

death amongst them, that of a Pole, Lieut. . This 

accomplished and interesting young officer was a 
Soman Catholic, and had served in the Polish revolu- 
tion. After being exiled, he obtained a living in several 
continental countries as a civil engineer and teacher of 
the mathematics and languages. He took part in the 
Italian revolution of 1848 in Tuscany, and afterwards 
went to Prance, where he was in good employment, he 
informed me, until the President expelled refugees 
from Prance, when he of course had to flee, and came 
to England. The cold, the hardships of a soldier's 
life, and the wounds he had received, appear to have 
fostered the pulmonary disease from which he died. I 

found Lieut. in a miserable back garret in T 

Street, destitute of either furniture or a bed. A 
broken chair or two, and a wooden table, comprised the 
comforts of this humble habitation ; and this destitu- 
tion of frimiture, wi^h the dirty walls, the whitewash 
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of wUch was yellow and d^jed, and tHe place almost 
in ruins, formed a strange contrast with the politeness 
and elegant manners of the occupants, who were the 
lieutenant and a comrade, who remained with his 
officer in his extremity. The manners of armies, de- 
praved though in many instances they be, are frequently 
the heroism of philanthropy, deserving a better trade 
than man-slaying : — 

" The knight in the pride of ohivaliy, 
Clad in armour of silyer or steel, — 
Such vision of glory mast pass away, 
Beneath the mild and healing ray 
Which Ohrist will cause the nations to feeL 
-And the world shall learn glory to be 

Not in a reeking sword, 
Bathed in the blood of the enemy, 
And blazon*d for ever in heraldry. 

But in spreading the truth abroad. 
And the warrior of Christ shall be honoured and sung, 
And the herald shall tell what the Cross has won.*' 

He had been removed from the barrack, aa, in his 
diseased condition, the agglomeration of breaths in the 
night almost suffocated him ; he was ordered nourish- 
ment by the parish doctor who attended him, which he 
could not obtain ; and the female who rents the rag 
fihop ttai jforlottr below, declared to me sjie believed he 
was being starved to death. His English being very 
imperfect, I conversed in Prench, and he appeared very 
anxious for spiritual instruction. He had read the 
Eible, and appeared to possess a very retentive memory, 
and could repeat portions of Scripture when prompted 
by me; this knowledge he had acquired since being 
(driven from Poland by the arms of the Buss, In his 

a 
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own country he was a l^ded pi^rietor; but wbea 
once exiled, no letter from or to Bufeia^-Polind ooold 
pass the frontier. One be sent wa» opened and t&^ 
turned ; so, after a long hipae of jesoB, he* waa niuibla 
eyen to comnnmicato wit^ bis friends ; there wa» no 
friendly fronlier near, to whiob a letter oould be clan- 
destinely conveyed. 

I have reason to believe this cbM of xnirfortime was 
in a hopeful condition of mind ; the instruction be re- 
ceived appeared to produce much impression upon him. 
No priest came to visit him, nor did he wish for one ; he 
called me manpere, and Hstened reverently to the enun- 
ciation of Divine truth. Fragments of Bomish supersti- 
tion, however, htmg about him to the last-^remnants of 

** The PApal web." 
He did not believe that a priest could forgive sins 
absolutely ; I am of opinion that he wfie too enlight- 
ened ; but he believed I oould absolve him, on repen. 
tance and faith in Christ on his part. Upon the great 
subject — ^man's redemption — I of eovrse had much 
conversation with him, and catechised him continually, 
and he firmly avowed his conviction that he was a 
sinner by nature and a sinner by practice, that no 
works of his own could save him, and respecting the 
person and work of our one Saviour, he coidd give very 
correct account ; but the fragments of Bomish error 
hung around him to the last, although I have good 
reason to hope they were shattered fragments, and that 
saving &ith had penetrated between them to his soul ; 
but it was *^ Gunoking flax,'* a feeble flame. 

As he approached death, he became very anxious I 
should hear his confession. In reply te this request, 
I said, " Do you feel you are a sixmer P ** He empliati<* 
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caily dedared, "I do.** "Are you," said I, "truly 
sorry for all your sins ?*' He replied fervently, that 
ha was. "Do you,** said I "renounce and forsake 
them idl?** He declared very solemnly, "I do.*' 
He lay on his humble pallet of straw, which charity - 
had procured him, and the pallor of deaths which I 
have seen too many hundred times to mistake, was on 
hia face, and on his eye and clammy forehead — ^a period . 
in human life when men are perhaps least apt to simu- : 
late. "Now," said I, "you Aavtf ponfet^sed; what, 
remains is, for you to pray to our Saviour Christ for 
forgiveness, who only can forgive you.*' He said, 
" Yes,** and we prayed. But the shattered remnants 
of Papal superstition hung around him to the last. 
He afterwards wished me to give him a crucifix to kiss, 
to put him in remembrance of Jesus* I told him it 
would not answer any good purpose so to do, and said, 
" Adore Christ in your heart ;** and I then repeated a 
little impromptu adoration of our Bedeemer. He 
placed his hands together, and appeared deeply en- 
gaged in Divine meditation whilst I spoke. 

Perhaps this young man had a fond mother, for he 
was evidently well and gentle bred, who would have 
given half the world to have been there, to have closed 
the eyes of her child ; or a sister, perhaps, who might 
just then have been thinking and weeping over the 
remembrance of her long-exiled brother — thinking 
perhapa of the days, when on their own lands, in 
childhood, they played together on the greensward : — 

*' The grateAil breeze wa€ breathing round, 
And golden flowers bedecked the groimd } 
Health, peace, and oalm content, wore there^ — 
Those halojon days ! " 

a 2 
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But there were none of eartli to stand by him in the 
hour of death, but a comrade and a missionarj. Just 
before he died, he made an effort to reach my hand, 
which, on offering to him, he took between his own, 
and with extreme difOiculty raised to his lips and kissed 
it, and then phiced it upon his heart, and endeavoured 
to express his thankfulness for my visits; but ''the 
silver cord was loosed," the ''dust returned to the dust 
as it was, and the spirit returned to Q-od who gave it." 
He passed iato eternity. — 

" Eternity, that vast nnknown, 
Wlio can that deep abyss explore, 
Which swallows up the ages gone, 
And rolls its billows evermore P 
Oh ! may 100 find that bomidlesB se% 
A hriffM, a blessed elemity ! " 

The chapter will conclude with a brief account of a 
visit to St. George's Eoman Catholic Cathedral, 
Southwark. 

The vrriter visited this Cathedral for Missionary 
purposes, among other occasions, on Candlemas-day, 
1851. A brief description of that visit wiU not be out 
of place, in a detail of the practices of Bomanism ; — 

Being a dark winter's morning, favoured the «rA«- 
hition, but the moiety of daylight, which was not ex- 
cluded by the curtains, lessened the dramatic effect. 
It was of course high-mass. 

The altar is certainly a magnificent structure, and 
within its preciacts, on another less important occasion^ 
I coimted no less than one hundred and fifby-six lights. 
On the left is the throne of the Cardinal, who, on this 
occasion, was to preach. Abundance of scarlet and 
gold are seen in every part, which forms a studied con* 
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trast with tlie plaiimess of the cathedral itself, and the 
organ and choir gallery, which wear an extremely 
mortified appearance. The organ is an excellently 
toned one, and excellently played, and the choir is full 
and effective — ^the music fascinating. On entering and 
paying sixpence, I was presented by the verger with a 
ticket, of which there were different kinds given. I 
walked towards the middle aisle to secure a good seat, 
but was at once stopped by a man in a black robe, a 
member of a Holy Guild ; he pointed to the side aisle, 
and receiving my ticket, said, " That way." Taking no 
notice, I walked forward, but he stopped me, saying, 
"Tou must go there." I inquired in a whisper, 
" Why ?" although I certainly did not fully need the 
information ; and was told, not very civilly, " It \yas 
because I had not paid enough." In passing to the 
second-rate accommodation, I observed others were ftir- 
nished with much worse. These were the poor, who 
are admitted on payment of one penny, which payment 
I have observed to be scrupulously exacted. These 
are placed in long pens on either side, at the back of 
the cathedral, railed off from the other portions of the 
edifice, as at Moorfields, etc., and are not allowed seats 
at all. I recoUect once at Moorfields Chapel being 
forcibly struck with the almost barbarity of this in the 
instance of various women who stood near my seat. 
The procession of priests, holy boys, etc., which passed 
twice round the aisles, consisted of upwards of sixty 
individuals, the leading priest sprrnkling holy water on 
either side, which is supposed to have son^e sanctifying 
effect on the edifice and its occupants; each of the 
members of the procession carried a candle of great 
size, and a number had notes, singing as they peram- 
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bulated, and accompanied by tlie organ. Then mas^ 
proceeded, after which a hymn was sung, and Cardinal 
'W^iseman, wii^ mitre on head, and crook in hand, was 
processioned with great pomp to the pulpit. He AscesuL- 
ed the stairs, preceded by one attendant priest, and 
followed by another, who stationed themselyes on each 
«ide of the Cardinal in the pulpit. Positions being 
thus arranged, he was helped off with his mitre by ihe 
priest on his right, who, on receiving the same, de- 
voutly kissed his hand ; the Cardinal then 'Committed 
the silver-headed ci^ook to the priest on his left haiid, 
who also kissed his hand on receiving the same. 

The sermon consisted chiefly of a detail of the para- 
phernalia of the ancient Jewish Church, attendant on 
its rites and ceremonies, and of the Divine light, the 
SJiecJimah, that Med the temple,* from which a com- 
parison was drawn of the superior giory of the 
Christian Church, as possessing the body, blood, and 
Divinity of our blessed Saviour, ^ m>er prstent m ^ 
adorable sacrifice qfihe mass,** 

How different from such error, the pure and unso- 
phisticated teachings of our own i^otestant laithl 
How well said Cotton Mather : — 

" When the cloud of glory, which was the She- 
chinah, that had ouir Saviour wil^ the angels of lias 
presence dwelling in it, came down and filled l^e 
temple of old, what a grateful spectacle was it, aod 
wiiat acclamations of joy and praise were heard frem 
those who saw it ! Now a godly man is a temple of 
God, a living temple, far dearer to him than the most 
costly and splendid material temple in the world. 

 2 Ohron. v. !«, 14. 



THE OONTBAST. 87 

And oar Saviour comet into a heart that is continually 
instructing, reforming, and solacing itself by thinking 
of him. ' O thou heart that pantest after thy Saviour ; 
80 kind is he, so very kind, that even at the call of a 
thought, he will come in unto thee i' '* 

This is well spoken — Christ formed in the heart the 
hope of glory.* Before this Eome £ades. No room 
here for the arrogant presumptions of Eomish mediae 
tors between Heaven and earth. No space for the 
blasphemy of miracle-mongers, who would persuade 
the sons of meo, that ^ vaja and Impious prayers, 
power is committed to t^m to coojure the fruits of 
ihe esrtb i&to the body and blood of the earth'^ 
Creator mA Siedeomer. 

l%e L<»rd ha^ i9er<^ <m the deluded! The Lord 
ke^ oloser to ow ^hearts the sifuplicity which is in 

''Heaven's easy, artless, unenoombeir^d ^lan! 

i» • « *• j» 

FitH^ji ostesDttoili^n as firopi wctakn^ss J&ee, 

It stands JUke the ceniieau arch we s^ 

Hajestio^in ^ts awa simplicity. 

• '• • Believe and live!** Oowpeb. 
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CHAPTEE III. 

THS PBOTESSEDLY nrTIDEL FOPTrLATIOir. 

It is very affecting to contemplate the undeniable 
extent to which professed infidelity preyails among the 
working orders. And as also we cannot consistently 
regard that person as a belieyer who is nnable, when 
questioned, to giye any good grounds for belief in 
Christianity, I am reluctantly compelled to conclude, 
from years of observation, that the majority of person% 
on my late district were heathens and infidels. 

Very little credit for sincerity can be given, I appre- 
hend — and I speak from actual observation — ^to such 
infidels as, possessing secular knowledge, have really 
inquired into the evidences of Christianity. I believe 
such professed infidelity to be generally a mask — ^but, 
to continue the figure of speech, this mask, this iron 
mask, we remember, may be worn until the features 
are moulded into its form. The fearfril denunciation 
is then fulfilled : " Because they received not the love 
of the truth, that they might be saved, and for this 
cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie,'* 2 Thess. ii. 10, 11. 

The vulture forms of error and sin wait but the 
departure of the striving Spirit of God, and then. they 
sail down upon the understanding and heart, as 



IS THB CfitJBOH BIiAHXLESS? 89 

carrion patent to their use. Thej ^' arise and deyour 
much flesh.*' 

The profession of intellectual infidelity is, however, 
in general a mask, and at all times but as '^ sounding 
brass and tinkling cymbal," as hollow, as empty, and 
as vain. 

But there is very much infidelity amongst the work- 
ing classes that does not sound at all ; it hirks in the 
human heart, "a canker worm," that pursues noise- 
lessly the destruction of all right principles and virtue. 

The plan of this work does not admit of extended 
dissertation, and it is difficult to make cursory remarks 
upon great subjects ; but a few inquiries may be well, 
as to how far the Church of Christ is chargeable with 
this state of things, or whether the Church is blame- 
less. 

Surely but one answer can be given to this ques- 
tion, when we remember that Home Missionary Socie- 
ties are maroly the offspring of the present century, 
and that even now there are to be found in the 
churches of several denominations, same pastors and 
people who repudiate Missionary efforts altogether, 
and in their ministrations and private efforts do not 
even invite sinners. 

The Gospel seems long to have been, in one sense, 
as a rusty sword in the hands of the Church, and 
when at last the condition of our home population 
had become so eminently perilous, as to awaken the 
Church to a sense of the necessity for tome effort, the 
rust of apathy and of sectarianism was found so to 
have accumulated around it, that almost desperate 
efforts were necessary to band together sufficient 
hands, from different denominations, to expose it by & 
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imited effort to Bome porticw <tf a ii^gleeted, error- 
strickeii, and perishing multitude. 

When the Ojibbewsy IndiafOfl i^ei^ lately in Lon- 
don, some pious men endeayowed to coaiyert thea^ 
to Ghristiaiuty — efforts whifix ithejr ailm^ declined 
thus: — 

" Uow, my friends, I will tell you that when we 
first oame over to this country, we thon^t we should 
find the white people all good aod sober people ; but 
as we taravel about we find tins was all a mistake^ 
When we first came over, we thought the white man's 
religion would wske all people good, and we thes^ 
would have be^a glad to talk with you, but now we 
cannot say tbat we like to do it any more. My friends* 
I am willing to talk with you« if it can do any good tp 
the hundreds and thousands of poor and hungry peor 
pie that we see in yoinr streets every day wh^a we 
ride out. We see hundreds of little <^^ldren with 
their naked feet in the «now, and we pity them ; £(x 
we know tixat they ase hungry, And we give them 
jQQKHiey every time we paas by them. In four days, we 
have given twenty 'dollars to hnngry children — ^we 
give our money only to children. We are told that 
the fathers of these children are in ale-houses whejBe 
they «dyL fire-wAter, and ace ^runk, and in their words 
they every moment. abuse and ins^t the Great Spirit. 
Xott talk about sending black ^coats ;among the In- 
4iaDiS'; now we have no such poor children am,ong us;; 
we have no gnoh (dmnkacds, or people who abuse the 
XJreat Spirit. Indians dare not do so. Xhey pray tp 
the G-reat ^irit, and he is kind to tbem. Now wp 
ithink it would be better for you teachers all to rstay 
0t home, aad jgo to work right here in your own 
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.Btreets, where all jour good work is wanted. This is 
mj advice. I would raider not say any more." 

The eorrectnefis of ijiis J^orth Western chiefs 
statement, respecting the condition of the Ojibbewaj 
nation, cannot be admitted, as the Annual Seport of 
the American Board of Gommksionera for Poreign 
Missions fcMr 1848 — the very period tiiat they were in 
this country — ^wiil testify ; but the reproof has much 
force. The importance of Piordgn Missions, and of 
their extension, is unspeakable, but sad neglect has 
prevailed respecting the immense mass of heathenJBm 
in our midst. ' 

One favourite argument of infidels and othena, I 
have found to be to the following effect : — 

"EeHgion," it has been said to me, "m all a sham. 
It 's all very well to go to church' and chapel, and very 
genteel, but TU never believe liiese people consider 
my soul will bum in hell for ever and ever. MiHaej 
do, they must be brutes indeed. Why, if I saw a 
poor creature under a cart-wheel, I'd try to pull him 
out, but hell you say is worse still. If tiiey believed 
it, we should hear more about it than we do." Then 
would frequently follow some such statement as this :-^ 
** I worked for (so and so) so many years, regular 
people, paid you your washes regular ; not bad masters ; 
weU, they went to ihexr churdi, (sometimes it would 
xun to their cha|)els ;) Tory strict to their religion ; but 
I never knew^ih«n to ask ^ man, woman, ^r child m 
their employ, where thei/ went on Sundays, or anything 
about it : no, no ; religion's for you gentlefolks, not for 
us poor people ; still I like your conversation." 

I have of course detailed to sueh persons that the 
religion of the Saviour, which comsDiands, " Them shalt 
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lore ihj nei^bonr as titysel^" wfaidi forbids all Tiee^ 
and inculcates all Tirtoe, is that alone nnder idndi a 
iTOobled world can rett, and have exhorted the objected 
to ^repent and become eonrerted."* 

The statemfflit made has often been £ur less finromv 
able to emplqjrers, similar to this : — 

""Do jou know the firm of (A & B, etc.?) Well, 
70a see what my business is ; I have to work from six 
in the morning, generall j, to eleren at night ; I am 
paid so much per dozen; I can make np so manj 
dozen in that time ; and so, joa peroeiye, sir, I can 
hardlj get bread for my familj' so. My master's a 
strict chapeller, and is yery nch ; he never says any- 
thing to us about religion ; and you see what wages he 
pays, and if I don't do it others wilL" 

Another, for example, in reference to a late noted 
auctioneer, when reproved for not attending to the 
concerns of his soul, said, in a very respectful 
manner,— 

" I'll think it over — ^fiict is, sir, I've been set against 

religion. Mr. used to drive up to London with 

his family on Sunday morning to go to church ; very 
particular to his church. Well, he'd come home, and 
come into the yard, and keep us men there for hours, 
to have the horses out to try their paces. A civil man 
he was, but that set me against religion." 

Large classes of the community are prevented by 

* The City Mission bus a verj devout Bule in its " Instroetions 
to Missionaries:" — "Bead a portion of Scripture, and offer 
prayeTf ^f praotioahUj in ererj house or room you visit." The 
importance of this Bule appears to me beyond all expression. 
These Instruetions, which are truly excellent, may be seen 
attached to every Annual Beport. 
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their occupations from keeping "holy the Sabbath- 
day." This, of course, does not exeuse their disobe- 
dience. Were they godly, they would far prefer to 
sweep a crossing, and live on a crust, than to live in 
habitual yiolation of the laws of Otod ; but their case 
is unhappily otherwise. 

As- 1 sat in an omnibus, distributing tracts to the 
passengers — an excellent practice whilst riding, one 
involving little trouble, and likely to produce much 
good — I offered one to the conductor, who shook his 
head, and refused it thus : — 

"No, sir,'* said he, civilly, "not for me ; we are the 
scum of society, you know, and obliged to break the 
Sabbath — we drive other people to their churches and 
chapels ; we can't go ourselves. Beligion is not for 
us — we're blackguards — ^respectable people. hate us." 
Ai^r a little pleasant conversation, in which I told 
him I felt anything but hatred towards him, and that 
I hoped he was under a great mistake in such a 
general conclusion, he took the tract, and said, " Well, 
look here, sir — I wanted to get away firom this work, 
and have time so that I might improve my mind. 

Doctor wanted a man to drive his phaeton, so I 

applied for the place ; my character's good, ask any- 
body here. He'd known me very well for a long time. 
^ I've no doubt your character's good,' said he, * but I 
could not have an omnibus man to drive me, you're 
known to so many people.' " 

I mention the last statement simply to show how 
difficult it is, in the midst of much scarcity and uncer- 
tainty of employment, for very many of the wofking- 
classes to leave occupations that afford no time what- 
ever for mental improvement. I know it is replied by 
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employers, in tbe case of ommbus men, thafc they can 
forfeit a day*8 pay ifthe^ toi^h ta he samta, and eipploy 
an odd man, or one of those who, for rariouB reasons, 
can obtain only casual employment. The party so 
acting would, however, retain employment but a short 
time ; of course, if he had faith, the Almighty would 
raise up other means of support for him, (Matt. yi. 
24 — 34,) but we are speaking, alas 1 of an unconverted 
mass of human beiags. 

I proceed to relate a very pleasing case of the con- 
version of a sceptic. How readily is the soul converted 
when the Almighty breathes upon ^' these slain that 
they may Hve!" My labours have occasionalLy been 
directed to individual cases ofP my district, and I think 
it right to state the case occurred rather more than six 
years since. To the neighbourhood in which the case 
occurred— Victoria Park— I wa» sent on one occasion, 
in company with another Missionary, to reason with the 
infidels who assemble there, and report to thoMission: — > 

I had been speaking in the op^i air, and was giving 
away tracts, previous to departing. On presenting one 
to a young man who had been hearing me, he appeared 
much troubled, and desirous to joske some eommruni-' 
cation. He was dirty, unwashed, unshaven, and looked 
very dissipated and miserable. I made some remark 
on the importance of religion, on which his eyes be-« 
came moistened with tears. '*I feel,'' said he, '^in a 
dreadful state of mind. I came out of the ^ Blind 
Beggar,'** pointing to a public-house hard by, "when 
they turned out for church time,* slid I stopped to 



* The law has been nnoe amended, but bo far onfy aa xespeota 
the Sabbath 
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listen to you, and now I feel wi'etclied and nuserable. 
I was not alwarys," said he, pointing to bis dirty and 
dissipated afppeanmce, " as you see me on the Sabbath- 
day." In rj^ly to further questioning, I found he had 
once walked in the ways of Teligion,'and had been a 
member of Spitalfields Wesleyan chisel. After run- 
ning well for years, he feU into temptation, through 
companionship with sceptical' individuals, and gradually 
relapsed into the lost and degraded condition in which 
1 found him, mixed with a herd of wretched and degra- 
ded men, who were turned out on the Sabbath morning 
fit>m the tap-room of the " Blind Beggar." My words, 
he stated, had gone to his very soul ; his countenance 
was dejected and sad ; his heart seemed charged with 
misery. I invited him to attend a Missionary station, 
at which I stood engaged to conduct worship in the 
evening, and commending him to the Saviour we 
parted. 

In the evening I looked for my new acquaintance, 
But he was not present, and I feared his good inten- 
tions had proved as the " morning 'doud" and *Hhe 
early dew," which " goeth away," Hos. vi. The good 
resolutions of the unconverted are too often like the 
life of man^ *^ in the morning it is green, in the evening 
it is cut down and withered." 

Time rolled on, and another year had been added to 
the past, when one week evening, being in the east of 
Iiondon, I stepped into the place of worship where the 
party who forms the subject of this anecdote had in- 
formed me he was once a member. After the service, 
on rising to leave, I observed a well-dressed young 
person making his way towards me, who was perfectly 
Unknown to me, but who shook me heartily by the 
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band, and appeared much pleased. Amongst tlie yery 
many duties and incidents cobnected^th my mission- 
ary career, the one to v^hieli I have alluded had been 
all but forgotten ; and I told the party who so warmly 
recognised me, that I thanked him for his kind expres- 
sions, but did not remember to have known him. 
When^ however, he reminded me of our meeting at 
Mile End Ga.te, I at once recognised him — ^but how 
changed ! In the well'-dressed, neatly-trinuned, happy, 
and healthy-looking person who stood before me,I might 
weU be excused for not remembering the besmeared 
sot, pipe in hand, unshaven, dirty, and haggard, aln^ost 
iuvtatters, issuing from a public-house on the Sabbath- 
day, surrounded by vile and debauched companions — 
but so it was. God had thrown him in my path, and 
applied the Scriptures with power to his heart. He 
had found his way back that very evening to that 
ancient sanctuary, — 

" The old house at home," — 
to the seat where his mother had sat before him, and 
the Lord Jesus there spoke forgiveness to the heart of 
this troubled wanderer from his fold. 

The antipathy of many individuals to religious 
teachers is often very violent. The following is an 
instance ; — 

I maide my way into a house ; nearly aU the doors 
are open upon my district continually, and the houses 
let out in floors and single rooms ; I knocked at a 
room door, it was opened, and Mr. Tubbs, then a 
stranger to me, was within. So soon, however, as he 
was fully aware of the object of my visit, he became 
extremely violent. I said there could be no occasion 
to speak so harshly, as if he declined my visits J, 
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should of course leave his apartment instantly. He 
ordered me to do so, and was so violent that I deemed 
it prudent to retire, giving him, however, as I went 
down stairs, a Mthfiil, but respectful warning, that it 
was no light matter to insult my «acred office. 

Mr. Tubbs very shortly afterwards dropped down 
suddenly at his work, vand became in a strange and 
really fearful condition. He immediately sent for me. 
The impression upon his mind appeared to be that it 
was a judgment upon him, as immediately I entered 
the room, he grasped my hand, and said, " Oh, forgive 
me! oh, forgive me!" — uttering these words with a 
terrible expression of woe upon his countenance. 
I felt very much for him — it was truly affecting to 
observe his condition of mental suffering. Dying and 
being damned, was the burden of the woful fears of 
this poor man. He might truly have said : — 

** My hopes and fears 
Start up alarm'd, and o'er life's narrow vei^e 
Look down — on what ? A fathomless abyBS-- 
A dread eternity ! — ^how singly mine !** 

Conviction comes like the breath of evening over 
some minds, but conviction comes like the tornado on 
others ; it had seized him, and he writhed in mental 
misery. Mr. Tubbs continued in this condition for a 
considerable space of time — several months. I made 
him very long visits, but he said repeatedly, " Let me 
have your hand!" and, "Don't go; can't you stop 
longer?" It appeared to be his delight to have me 
near him, praying with him. At last he died. I 
hardly know what to conclude respecting his last end ; 
he certainly died under great conviction of sin. I 
have not, however, sufficient grounds for enabling ma 

H 
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to say I beliere lie died exercising fsitli in CJinist. 
I can only repeat respecting hin^ that it was a terrible 
scene. 

Some of the unconverted have '^ no bands in thei^ 
death ;'* but tbere is another Scripture — " Be ye not 
mockersy lest your bands be made strong.*^ Poor 
Mr. Tubbs was indeed tied and bound with the chain 
of his sin, aaid felt his awful condition. To d%e in 
either of these conditions^ lis not ^^ the death of thd 
righteous.^' 

The following is another remarkable case which 
occurred to me among the infidel portion of the com- 
munity: — 

A member of &e head families of the Gipsies, who 
has long resided upcm my district, was indined to 
infidel sentiments sameyeatrs since, and utterly regard- 
less of the Sabbath or of pubHc worship. He has 
long, however, regularly attended my meetings, and 
has deeply studied his Bible. 

Although totally uneducated, he possessed very 
considerable shrewdness, and I sometimes was some- 
what startled by his addressing me thus ; ^^ Have you 
seen this here new vwrh^* Mr. Yanderkiste ?" — ^allud- 
ing to some very expensive issue firom the press — and 
then he would repeat some sentiment or on extract. 
I was wondiBring how he could gain access to such 
expensive literature, knowing that, being a poal^ 
eripplie, he coiiEd not often obtain even a sufficiency of 
bread by his occupation of chair-caning. He regards 
his sufierings from poverty, he says, as a punishment 
upon him for not making better account of his early 

"'^' T - _ .i IJ. JJJIB ^ L__l L^^ --M-JL. ^ l__l» _M^*^pr-«— r" ^ 

* A Qipsj pronouQoes the w m «• 



A BlfMTUXS. 99 

days. A firiend who yisited with me, to whom his 
condition of mind was imknown, very properly asked 
Mm if he considered his sufferings would be accepted 
by the Lord as an atonement for his sins. '' Ah ! my 
good sir," saidv he, shaking his head and pointing 
upwards, ''I knows better than that now. It is 
Jesus Christ, and him only, who can save my pooir 
soul." When I inquired of him how he was enabled 
to peruse such ezpensive books, he would smile and 
say, ''Never mind;*' but one day (I think he had 
been alluding to Humboldt's ''Cosmos,") I asked 
him the question more pointedly, and found he hobbled 
on his crutch to St. Paul's Churchyard and Pater- 
noster Bow, "And th^re," said he, "the books is all 
of a row, (don't I long to have 'em, though, some-^ 
times,) and they turns over fresh pages, and I reads 
like anything. Why," said he, " I picks up a deal." 

Mr; -— — argues with infidels now, and gives me an 
account sometimes of his discussions. I was much 
pleased the oth^ day by a statement he made to me, 
and I quote it here as bearing forcibly upon the sub- 
ject of this chapter, and illustrating the great pains 
tak^i to instil atheism and infidelity into the miads of 
the working-classes in a variety c£ ways : — 

" The other night," said he, " there was a respect* 
able young man, a strange, at the bottom of the 
court ; some of us was standing taking the air, and he 
Oome up to talk. I soon found out he was an atheist. 
He said as how there was no Almighty ; and, says he, 
will you teU me if something can come out of nothing p 
And pray, says I, sir, will you have the kindness to 
tell me what is nothing P What do you know about 
nothing P Why, says !> don't talk so foolish, young 

H 2 
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man, there is no sucli thing as nothing; the Veiy 
smoke in the chimhley don't go to nothing; there 
aint no nothing* And, pray, said I, could you or any 
man place the sun where he is, or the moon, or the 
stars ? If there was no Almighty, who placed them 
there ? Why, says I, look at a blade of grass, look, at 
•a flower, and don't talk such stuff to us, yoimg man, 
fis to say there is no God, for we knows better." 

I direct Mr. to argue with all the infidels he 

can meet, and these particulars were given in answer 
to questions as to whether he had had any discussions 
lately. He attends Smithfield occasionally on Sunday 
afternoons, and argues with the infidels there. The 
Asiatic-like vehemency of his manner and gesture, 
common to the Gipsy tribe, makes my poor friend 
really an orator. Said he to me, — 

^' One said, there never was sich a person as Jesus 
Christ upon earth. So, says I, * Pray, do you believe 
there vos sich a man as Julius GsBsar P ' ^ Yes,' says 
he, ' I does.' ' And pray,' says I, * do you believe 
there ever vos sich a man as Alexander the Great ?' 
* Yes,' says he. * And Homer ?' says I. * Yes,' says 
he. *And pray,' says I, *vy do you believe in, 
them, when you won't believe there ever vos a Jesus 
Christ?'" 

"When he is met by objections he cannot reply to, 
he falls back on those impregnable arguments of which 
he is master, and lays the objections before me for 
elucidation at our next interview. Our last conversa- 
tion consisted principally of a dissertation upon the 
Hebrew JEloJiim (G«n. i.) and the argument in favour 
of the plurality in ^mgujarity of the Divine Being to 
be deduced therefrom, in connection with other pas- 
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sages. He had met with some objection upon the 
subject. 

Mr. L. is, I trust, to some extent, in a hopeful 
spiritual condition, and is one of four Gipsies who 
have long settled on my district. Two are fortune- 
tellerir, etc., and the third a street knife-grinder. I 
have been distressed to see this poor man wading 
through the mud in bad weather behind his grinding 
barrow, with scarcely rags to cover him, and remnants' 
of shoes almost hanging off his feet. Had he a better 
opportunity to obtain a livelihood, ^nd but fcr his 
large family, he would, I think, like to itinerate the* 
country in a Gipsy tent. These tents are stated to 
me to be very warm and comfortable, with a good fire, 
and that the health of Gipsies does not suffer from 
exposure. The last statement I much doubt, but use 
will of course effect much, Mr. L.'s grandfather, 
with whom he for many years itinerated in tents, 
camping in driftways, etc., died at the very advanced 
age of one hundred and three ; his grandson has a 
water colour portrait of him in his room. 

I wish I could speak favourably respecting the 
morality of those atheists with whom I have met; 
such, however, is very far from being the case ; I have 
discovered their morality to be analogous to their 
creed: — 
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dark and crooked reasoning, 



To make the fair and lovely earth 

a cold and fatherless, 

Forsaken thing, that wanders on forlorn, 

A vapour eddying in the whirl of chance." — Pollok. 

Their reasonings on morals, I have found to be quite 
as crooked. 
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The 80-called atheisrfcB with whom I have met, have 
proved, with few exceptioiis, upon being closely ques*. 
tioned, not reaUf to be atheists at aU. They hare 
admitted some causation, and when pressed closely 
upon the subject of intelligent causation, and required 
to define tenAs, they hare fairly broken down, and 
become angry. 

, Atheism is to be regarded aa the desperate shifl; of 
an ill-regulated mind, determined to rid itself of reapon^ 
lability at the expense of all reason and argum^it. 

The Scriptures speak of the atheist by the Hebrew, 
word fMbal (Psa. xir. 1), which has several significa- 
tions. It denotes aii empty fellow — a contemptible 
person — a villain. If his atheism be aasumedy and his 
object be to rid men's minds of the fear of Gk>d and 
belief in Christian verities for sinister purposes, he ia 
indeed na^l — a villain; and in any other case, hia 
atheism can only proclaim him ndbal still — a vessel of 
emptiiiess and folly. — 

" The fool hath said, < There is no €k>d :' 

"No Gtod ! Who lights the morning sun. 
And sends him on his heayenly road, 

A fair and brilliant course to run P 

Who, when the radiant day is done^ 
Hangs forth the moon's jioctumal lamp, 

And bids the planets, one by one, 
Steal o'er the night Tales dark and damp P 

" No God ! Who gives the evening dew, 

The fanning breeze, the fostering shower? 
Who warms the spring-mom's budding bough 

And paints the summer's noontide flower ? 

Who spreads, in the autumnal bower. 
The firuit trees' mellow stores around ; 

And sends the winter's icy power 
To invigorate the exhausted ground? 
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**KoQodt Who makes the bird (o winf 

Itft flighi-like vrow tinou^h the ik^ 
And gives the deer its power to spring 

From rook to rock triumphantly P 
No GK>d! Who warms the heart to heave 

With thousand feeUngs soft and sweet. 
And prompts th* aspiring soul to leave 

The earth we tread beneath our feet P 

««NoOod! Who fiz'd the soUd ground 

On piUars stroqg that altered not P 
Who spread the ooitidnM skiea around ? 

Who doth the ocean bounds allot P 

Who all things to perfection brought 
On earth below, in heaven abroad P 

Qoj ask the fool of impious thought, 
That daces to say,--^ Sniero is no Ood!'"* 

Conyersing lately with one of the most professedLj 
staunch atheists with whom I am^icquaiiitedy afber roi- 
plying to a variety -oi geological objections, I asked 
him if he really did not recognise £, something within 
him which he could not identify with matter ; I referred 
to thought, and various Attributes of what others than 
atheists term mind. He endeavoured to evadb this, 
but on being pressed upon the point in a variety of 
waysyt he at last said, " Well, I must confess I do/* 
He confessed i^irther, that he recognised that within 
him of which he could not coneewe as matter. It fol- 
lows that this man, jdtliough professing in the strongest 
manner to be a materialist, could not really be one, 

 Knox. 

t One method of placing this argument is as follows : — ^lu the 
oourse of about seven years, it is conceded by aU physiologists, a 
man has not one particle of matter in his body or bones he had 
previously, but mind remaiiis^^erfOJio/ idenUty and recoUwtUm 
evfin of the inddents of -childhood axe presenred. 
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when bis conceptions carried him aboye materialism. 
Self-contradiction is a phase of the genius of atheism. 

I have thrown a very important remark or two upon 
atheism into a note."* It is quite evident that great 

* To deny a cause to an ^ect is contradictory to man's ordi- 
nary mental impulse. This we see in the structure of every 
language, under heaven — language the expression of man's ideas. 
In ail languages we find such words as cause, efficiency, effect, 
production, produce, effectuate, create, generate, etc.; and all 
verbs, moreover, in aJl languages, except intransitive impersonal 
verbs and the verb substantive, involve causation and efficiency; 
and athei&ts who profess belief in eternal operations of matter 
without a previous cause, belie their own creed in ordinary con- 
versation. For example, if we suppose an atheist to have been 
robbed, and to call his servants together, aad say, where there is 
a thejty there must be a thief; it would be quite useless for the 
delinquent to assert that, according to his master's theological 
'sentiments, an efiect did not always require to be preceded by a 
eause.; 

And further, it is conceded alike by Atheist and Christian, that 
we do see in the heavens above, in the earth beneath, and in the 
waters under the earth, innumerable proofs of adaptation, utility, 
power, and beauty. Here again let us meet the atheist in the 
common walks of life — Boes he not intuitively reason from the 
watch to the maker, from the artistic edifice to the builder? — 
Does he not day by day intuitively reason in ten thousand in- 
stances from the development of intelligent design unto an intel- 
ligent cause ? There is but one reply — ^he does. By a parity of 
reasoning he does not, therefore, deny an intelligent cause to the 
intelligently designed creation which is around him, without per- 
petrating sheer and unmitigated folly, and palpable anomaly and 
self-contradiction. 

Is there no adaptation to the wants of man in the fruits of 
the earth ? Is not the eye adapted to sight, the ear to hearing, 
the mouth and larynx to speaking ? Is not the hand as cun- 
ningly devised as a rake or a spade? "Who is this that 
darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge ? Gird up no^ 
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efforts are being made to insinuate atheism and infi-*-' 
delity into the minds of the working classes. Having 
been an attendant at various of the Socialist and Infidel 
haUs of London, for the purpose of pursuing my studies* 

thy loins like a man ; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou, 
me. Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the 
earth ? • . Whereupon are the foundations thereof iSEistened ? . . 
Hast thou commanded the morning since thy days ; and caused 
the dayspring to know its place ?" — Job. 

Surely there is as much design in the wing of the bird as in 
a garment made by hands. To concede, therefore, inieUiffetUi 
causation of the one, and to deny it to the other, would be — but 
for the consequences inyolved-^^rsii^ply ridiculous. 

Who taught the bee the results of intricate mathematical 
fluxions ? — 

"Profound geometer, who taught the bee 
Intricate science, and to riyal thee ? 
With even hexagons to fill the plane, 
Thus ample room with utmost strength to gain ? 
"Nor fill the plane alone ; through all the mass 
"No waste of substance and no loss of space : 
Each cell descending in the angle true. 
As great Maclaurin by his fluxions knew ? 
. . . The appointed customs of each busy kind 
Display the working of thy master mind. 
Fountain of science, spring of all that's wise. 
Thy moving power their energy supplies. 
Wisdom of G^od, high partner of his throne. 
The Father^s pleasure, with the Father one — > 

From Thee of beauty flow the yaried streams, 
With marks of Thee exuberant nature teems : 
Thy influence spread aboye, around, below, 
The best philosophy is Thee to know." 
Startling as the statement may be, it is proyed that a drop of 
water, tenanted by the smallest animalcules known, termed 
motktds, ooutains a nimiber equal to that of the whole human 
population of the globe. [An 
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upon the wibjeety I haye observed this £Eict with much 
pain. Meu who have really some pretenaioiis to learn* 
ing, are found fraqiuently indoetrixiatuig the mmds of 
others witik the mibtle poison of infidelity^ in a manner 
which prov^ they know thejbinty of what they pro- 
mulgate as truth. The following is an instance : — 

I have alluded to Victoria Park. Several of the 
avenues leading to this park have been occupied all day 
on Sundays, and nearly every evening on week days, 
by infidels, who seek to proselytise with a seal worthy 
of a bett^ cause. A party to whom I have been made 
useful, occasionally circulates tracts for me amongst 
iihese persons, and argues with them. He came to me 
one morning, some time since, and said he felt much 
cast down, in consequence of having met with objec* 
tions to which he could not r^ly. Amongst his 
opponents was a gentleman, who, aitea^ the discussion, 
went into a neighbouring house of respectability ; a 



An experimenter with some of the larger orders of ftnimalciilwi, 
hut quite inyicihle to the naked eye, (I>r. Diok,) dropped by aeei* 
dent two miniite portions of the matter oontaining different 
classes of Miimaicnles into a little water, one portion sank and 
the other remained on the sur&ce. He brou^ the mierosoopo 
to bear upon the water, to examine what effiset would be produced 
by the contact of such immense numbers of beings of different 
orders and habits. He found that as those armies which inha* 
bited the matter upon the surfiuse, ta their detomU from it, came 
near those who had been disengaged from the sunken matter ta 
iikeir aweni, no oonfiision oocuned; as the htter, endently 
deti^n&dlgf tsad byimtimeif separated into two bodies, allowing the 
descending myriads to pass between them, which they did, keeping 
elose together. juimaiWl creation we thus percetye to be full of 
iBstinot, CFcn when so minute as to be beneath the ken of man's 
■atural powers of vision. 
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Jew, was also opposed to my -pocat Mend, who had been 
completely pnzded. 

One objection nused ww tfaia: la it not said by 
Christ, he was aaked, in Matthew xii. 40, " As Jonas 
was tbjree days and three nights in the whale's belly ; 
so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights 
in the heart of the earth?" This, the mfidel said, 
contradicted the account elsewhere given, of (ou9 
Lord) Christ dying on the Friday eoemmg^ and rising 
on the mom of the Sabbath. '* I could not gamsay 
this/' said my friend, and it appeared to produce mudi 
effect on the crowd present, which consisted princi* 
pally of poor labouring men like himself'— men who 
were out strolling on the Sabbath morning, and who 
had strolled there to hear the discussions which are 
continually taking place. 

This objection, which is one of a large class — ^utterly 
baseless, hut moat plaiiMle and telling until eapladned^ 
4md which are continually brought forward hy men who 
hnaw letter, I mention for the purpose of iUustrating 
the pains taken to learen the lower orders with infr* 
delity. Those poor uneducated men would leare 
the ground increasingly diyested of that moral re^ 
straint, which belief of Christianity throws around 
minds but even partially enlightened; they would 
depart sadly strengthened in the practices of drunken^ 
ness, debauchery, and other sins.* 



1 I  



* The reader is refiaxTed to a munber (Unearned authoritiee fo» 
the explanatioxi of this objection, which is yery sinq^e. Bpaoa 
only can be Ibmid here to name, that amongst the Jevs, uthom 
<mr SanUmt wot addremmff^ an onah (or, in the Greek, 
muHdhe me rof^ was a day and night, or ai^ pari qf a dojf or 
miffhL This may be seen, by Esther ir. 16, and is oonflnned as 
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Some of the objections brought forward by atheists 
and others, for the purpose of confuting the chrono* 
logy of Moses, are very specious, exceedingly calculated 
to beguile ignorant persons, ready and williTig to evade 
their responsibility to God in any way. The following 
extract jfrom my journal will be read with interest : — 

" Mr. H , a sweep, who resides here, still per- 
sists in avowing his unbeUef in the existence of a 
devil. I said to him, ^ I shall put it to you in this 
way, Mr. H.' — I am compelled to use the plainest 
forms of speech to these people, as many monosyllables 
as possible, otherwise I should not be understood, — 
I said, * I shall first prove to you that the Bible is the 
"Word of God * next, that the Bible declares there is a 
devil ; so that if the Bible be true, and the Bible says 
there is a devil, of course there must be a devQ.' 
Mr. Harvey, who can neither read nor write, acquiesced, 
and I proceeded to treat of the moral character of the 
Scripture writers, confining myself, for want of time^ 
to the New Testament, proving them to be historians 
worthy of credit. In the midst of my exposition, 

Mr. , a champion of atheism and infidelity iil ' 

these courts, stepped from his room opposite, and 

walked into Mr. H.'s apartment. Mr. allowed 

the argument to proceed for some time, when he 
asked me how I knew there was a Grod. I asked him 
if he thought things made themselves. He, Mr. ■— , . 
continued his objections, and I my arguments, he- 
summing up every now and then by saying, * You're a 
fool,* of which I only took notice good-humouredly 

the method of reckoning time amongft the Jews by yarious of 
their leading Babblfl, of which a faJl account may be seen in ]>r*. 
Adam Clarke's Commentary, who quotes from Lightfoot, etc* 



fiEOLOQIOAIi .OBJECTIONS, 109 

to remark, that that was rather a poor argumeAt. 

Mr. has read considerably upon this subject.* 

He then brought forward a geological objection to the 
chronology of the Bible, which was to the following 
effect. I believe this objection was first introduced 
by Brydone, in his Tour through Sicily and Malta. 
I have read it in the seventh letter of that book ; it is 
in substance as foUows. When speaking of his 
acquaintance with the Popish Canonico Eecupero at 
Catania, who was then employed in writing a Natural 
History of Mount ^tna, he says t — 

" * Wear to a vault, which is now tldrty feet below 
ground, and has probably been a burying-place, there 
is a draw-well, where there are several stratas of lavas, 
(that is, the liquid matter formed of stones, etc., 
which is discharged from the mountain in its erup- 
tions,) with earth to a considerable thickness over 
each stratum. Becupero has made use of this as atU 
argument to prove the great antiquity of the eruptions 
of the mountain. !Por if it requires two thousand 
years and upwards to form but a scanty soil on the 
sur&ce of a lava, there must have been more than 
that space of time between each of the eruptions 
which have formed these strata. But what shall we 
say of a pit they sunk near to Jaci> of a great depth ? 
They pierced through seven distinct lavas, one under 
the other; the surfaces of which were parallel, and 
most of them covered with a thick hed of rich earth. 
Now, says he, the eruption which formed the lowest 

* Tins person has had much enmity against me on account of 
my constantly reproving his immoral conduct, in leaying one 
poor woman, with a number of children, and cohabiting with 
another. 
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<tf these lavas, if we may be allowed to reason firoA 
analogy, must hare flowed firom the mountain at least 
fourteen thousand yeai^ ago. Becupero tells me he 
is exceedingly embarraf«ed by these discoveries, in 
writing the history of the moimtain; that Moses 
hangs like a dead weight upon him, and blunts all hia 
seal for inquiry, for that he really has not the con- 
science to make his mountain so young as that prophet 
ttwkes the worid. 

" * He bishop, who is strenuously orthodox— for it 
is an excellent see — ^has already warned him to be 
upon his guard, and not td pretend to be a better 
natural historian than Moses, nor to presume to urge 
anything that may in the smallest degree be deemed 
contradictory to hM sacred authority.' " 

Had I not happened to have dived somewhat into 
the geological objections to the Bible, I should not 
have been enabled to reply to this one. Although I 
could have fallen back, of cotitse, upon many evidences 
of a very plain character, yet a seeming advantage 
would have been gained by my oppon^it, and probably, 
an unfavourable impression produced upon the mind 
of the party I was endeavouring to instruct, when 
interrupted by this atheist. 

I replied, however, and the substance of the reply 
may be seen in Bishop Watson's " Letters to Gibbon.*' 
It will be perceived how this certainly jdausible objee> 
tion is ainnihilated by a reference to other flacts. 

" It might be urged," says Bishop Watson, " that 
the time necessary for converting lavas into fertile 
fields must be very different according to the different 
consistencies of the lavas, and their different situations 
with respect to elevation and depression^ or their 
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being e:i^M)8ed to tdndS) rams^ and other circmn*' 
stances ; as, for instance, the qmntUy of tuhuB depo* 
•ited oyer them after they had cooled, etc^ just ad 
the time in which heaps of iron slag, which resemblea 
lava, are covered with verdure, is different at different 
furnaces, according to the nature of the slag and 
situation of the furnace ; and something of this kind 
is deducible from the account of the Canon Becupero 
himself, since the crevices in the strata are often full 
of rich, good soil, and have pretty large trees growing 
upon them ; but should not all this be thought suffi* 
cient to remove the objection, I will produce th6 
Canctti M anahffy in opposition to hu analog, and 
which is grounded upon more certain facts. 

** .£tna and Vesuvius resemble each other in the 
causes which produce their eruptions, in the nature of 
their lavas, and in the time necessary to meUow them 
into soil fit for vegetation ; or, if there be any slight 
difference in this respect, it is, probably, not greater 
than what subsists between different lavas of the same 
mountain. This being admitted, which no philosophy 
will deny, the Canon's (Becupero's) analogy will 
prove just nothing at all, ifttfe eon produce anyiMtance 
of Mven diffsrmt lava^, with interjacent strata of vege^ 
fable earthy wMeh hove fhwed from Mount Vesueiui 
mthin the epaeoy not €f fourteen thousand^ hut ofeomo' 
what less than one thouBcmd seven hundred years ; for 
then, according to our analogy, a stratum of lava may 
"be covered with vegetable soil in about two hundred and 
fifty yearSy instead (^requiring two thousand for that 
purpose. 

" The eruption of Vesuvius, which destroyed Hot- 
culaneum and Pompeii, is recorded by Pliny's nephew 
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in lis letter to Tacitus — ^this event happened a.d. 79 ; 
but -we are informed by unquestionable authority, 
namely, * Bemarks on the Nature of the Soil of Naples 
and its Vicinity,' by Sir William Hamilton, ' Philo- 
sophical Transactions,' vol. hd. p. 7, that the matter 
which covers the ancient town of Herculaneum, is 
not the produce of one eruption only, for there are 
evident marks that the matter of six eruptions has 
taken its course over that which lies immediately 
over the town, and was the cause of its destruction. 
These strata are either of lava or burnt matter, with 
veins of good sofl. between them." 

I have been induced to give this objection and its 
reply at length, referred to by a poor mechanic, as a 
sample of very many. I think it illustrates the 
importance of all Christians paying some attention to 
Biblical criticism.* A minister of very high standing 
in the Church' of Christ, and to whom I cannot but 
defer — Dr. Morison of Chelsea — ^was one of the six 
clerical examiners by whom I had the honour of being 
examined, according to the Eule of the Society — 
previous to being accepted for the work of the City 
Mission. Afber examining and giving me much sage 
coimsel, with the kindness of a father — and it is not 
every one who will take so much pains with a stranger 
— ^the conversation turned upon infidelity, and I weU 
remember that my studies of objective infidelity 
^received considerable stimulus from a saying of 
Dr. Morison's, — " Not," said he, " that we expect to 



* Home's " Introduction to the Critical Study of the Holy 
Scriptures," is the work to be named to those whose leisure foi; 
study is limited. 
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convert them by answering their objections; that 
must be effected by the operation of Divine grace ; 
but we like to silence them, to let them see we know 
as much as they do." 

This is, doubtless, the philosophy of the matter. 
The real objection to Christianity in the case of infidels, 
does not, afber aU, lay so much in the head as in the 
heart. Accordingly, whilst the herald of the Cross is 
able and willing to defend the Book of his God fi*om 
every species of assault, he must be careful to follow 
up the advantage of silencing his opponent, by direct 
appeals to his heart and conscience, and by a dear 
exhibition of the redeeming love of God in Christ. 

The infidel will never see his path to Mount Zion,** 
save jfrom Mount Calvary. He will, never have 
believed to the saving of his soul, until he can say, — 

« In His blest life 

I see the path ; and in His death the price ; 
And in His great ascent, the proo& supreme 
Of immortality." 

May the Holy Spirit breathe this knowledge on every 
unbelieving soul ! 

The argument in proof of Christianity derived from 
the Jews, is, if properly studied, capable of silencing 
where other arguments fail. 

I had on one occasion been arguing with an Atheist, 
a Socialist Lecturer, who has since, I am informed, 
become a Mormon elder — and I well recollect the 
effect produced upon him by a detail of the Jewish 
argument, as I have noticed in very many cases. His 
reply was perfectly absurd, and I think he felt it to be 
so, "I can recognise," said he, "in the preservation 
'of the Jews as a distinct people, no greater marvel 
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than the preseryation of the Egyptians; therefore, I 
cannot accept that p^^eseryation as a proof of what joa 
^re pleased to term the truth of prophecy." On the 
whole case, however, being brought forward, he was 
compelled to admit that the case of the Jews was dis- 
similar to any kndWn case of national preservation. 
On being pressed with the consequences of this admis- 
sion, he evaded them by shirking the question, and 
turning to some presumed objections to avoid the sub- 
ject. The argument in favour of the Divine records, 
to be deduced from the prophecies respecting the Jews, 
from the Pentateuch to the Gk)spels, and the fulfilment 
of those prophecies as matter of history, is, if properly 
studied, one of which the infidel especially dislikes the 
introduction.* 

The present chapter will now conclude with some 
details of a very interesting case of the hopeful conver- 
sion of another infidel upon my district. 

Mr. was, when first I visited him, a very strong 

professor of infidelity, and his wife also. They were 
formerly attendants at the Botunda, in the Black&iars 
Bead, where an infidel lecturer, the Bev. Bobert Taylor, 
formerly a clergyman of the Church of England, made 
himself ridiculous in attempting to ridicule the Chris- 
tian religion, styling himself the devil's chaplain, and 
enacting blasphemies to which it does not seem neces- 
sary further to allude in this place. My instructions 
to these people did not appear to be productive of any 
immediate effect, and I have repeatedly been much dis- 

* I do not remember to have seen this argument more lucidly 
presented anywhere than in Dr. Keith's "Svidence of Fropfaeey.** 
The shilling abridfftneni of the larger work, by the Beligioiit 
Tract Society, is a very admirable cosodensation. 
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couraged respecting them ; but as afterwards transpired, 
my endeayoiirs to enlTgliten their minds were producing 
a much more pleasing effect than appeared upon the 
surface. Whilst he was at his w<»rk, and Mrs.    
also, (they were skin-dressers,) I would take up some 
line of Scriptural evidence, prophecy, internal evidence, 
etc., and lecture perhaps for an hour, meeting any. 
objections brought forward. After the lapse of some 
considerable period of time, the family rembved away 
fiom my district, aad I U sight <^ them for sevend 
years. They then returned again to the neighbour- 
hood, and I recommenced visiting them. Mr. B 

became seriously ill, the effect it is believed of his un- 
healthy oocupa^on ; so much dust, and dirt, and hair, 
find their way down the throat. His lungs became 
affected. He suffered exceedingly mentally, and did 
not find infidelity capable of supporting his mind in 
affliction — ^this he owned. 

« The men of Ghrace hare found, 
Gloiy begun below : 
Celestial fruits on earthly ground, 
From &ith and hope do grow. 

<*The hiU of Zion yields 

A thousand sacred sweets, 
Before we reaoh the heavenly fields,. 
Or walk the golden streets.'* 

But it is not so with the infidel. Affliction with him 
has no rainbow painted on the cloud ; it is, indeed, 
^ s day of darkness and of gloominess/* « 

TTift sentiments underwent a great change, and whilst 
I was praying for him, he would jfrequently be affected 
even to tears, pressing, my hand earnestly, and thanking 
me. He found a consolation in prayer that he never 

I 2 
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found in infidelity, and became very anxious to be 
visited frequently, sending for me if I was absent 
lohger than usual. "When in health, he would not 
even permit his children to attend a school where 
Scriptural instruction was imparted— now they were 
regtdarly sent. Mr. B. died in a very hopeful /con- 
dition of mind. There is reason to believe a deep work 
was wrought in his soul — a work of dependence on 
Christ. Previous to- his death, he exhorted his wife 
very solenmly to renounce infidelity, to attend Divine 
worship, and take care his children were instructed in 
the principles of the Christian reUgion, exacting from 
her a promise she would do so, which promise she has 
faithftilly kept. 

It is well for the Christian instructor to be long- 
suffering and patient. There is a promise — "My 
speech shall distil as the dew." We must await the 
process, and await iu faith, believing that " Q-od is able 
of stones to raise up children unto Abraham." 

Reverting to another*subject. 

In the early portion of this chapter, painful reference 
has been made to the injidelissmg effects produced upon 
working people by godlessness on the part of em- 
ployers. 

* I might readily multiply such details. Were the 
vast influence possessed by employers to ftirther the 
Gospel properly exerted, most blessed results would 
follow. 

Happily, we are not without proofs of this in the 
Metropolis and in the world. Honourable instances 
of soHcitude for the spiritual welfare of those employed 
are to be found. It would be pleasing to allude farther 
to such cases, and to show what has been effected ; and 
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it is more tlum Immiliating that Bucli instances should 
constitute honourable exceptions to the rule, iustead 
of being the rule itself^ which is — ^the fact cannot be 
concealed — ^anyfching but attention on the part of em- 
ployers to the spiritual condition of those whose sinews 
and energies minister to their wealth. 

In blessing Abraham, the Almighty said, in com- 
mendation : — 

*' All the nations of the earth shall be blessed in' 
him ; for I know him, that he will command his chil- 
dren and his household after him, and they shall keep 
'the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment ; that 
the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he hath 
spoken of him," G^en. xviii. 18, 19. 

Happy nation, then, whose employers are imitators 
of faithful s Abraham I — ^happy labourers who are in 
such a case ! . 

" HI fares the land, to hastening ills a prey, 
Where wealth accumulates and men decay.** 
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CHAPTER IV. 

BOCHrCAKISM. 

I 

Closblt connected with the subject of the preceding 
chapter is Socinianism, which is but another form of 
infidelity.* Its origin must be sought for in ^ the 
pride and folly of unsanctified intellect; — ^the pro- 
pei^ty so natural to man, of dissipating every shade 
of mystery, and casting the light of his own under- 
standing around the subjects of his contemplation."t 
There is but one remedy for this, namely, conviction 
of our condition as fallen, guilty sinners, and this 
remedy the Spirit of Gk)d only can impart, (John xvi. 
7 — 13.) When this blessed influence overshadows 
the soul of man, his former high and lofby estimate of 
his natural character becomes a dissolving view. The 
strong pillars lose their balance, the lofty edifice wanes, 
all becomes dim, and the finished and glowing picture 
he had once vainly thought himself changes into a 
cold and gloomy ruin. He finds it but as a mirage in 

* Socinians are so called from Faustus Socmufl, who died in 
Poland, in 1604. The rejection of Christ's Diyinity is the great 
heresy of those who are so called. " In what, then,'* says a 
learned author, ** does TJnitarianism differ from Deism P Deists 
deny the essential doctrines of Christianity hy rejecting the whole 
of the Christian revelation. Unitarians* reject the Christian 
revelation hy denying all its peculiar and essential doctrines.*' 

t Bichard Watson. 
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tlie desert. It is well if he creeps to tlie foot of the 
Cross amid this d^kness and desolation, and holds on 
whilst the tempest howls around, until the voice that 
raised the storm shall bid the storm *^ be still." 
Then, when the Sun of Eighteousness arises ^' with 
healing in his wings," (Mai. iv. 2,) the ruin will be 
built again, (Isa. liv. 11—13 ;) he will become a tem- 
ple, not filled with his own light, an ignis fatuus to 
lure him to destruction ; he will attempt no more to 
warm himself with the sparks of a fire of his own 
creation, (Isa. L 10, 11,) but Christ wiU give him 
light, (Bph. V. 14) His language will be : — 

" I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
I am this dark world's light ; 
Look unto me, your mom shall rise^ 
And all your day be bright. 

** 1 came to Jesus, and I found 
In Him my star, my sun , 
And in His light of life rU walk» 
TiU trayelling days are done."* 

His body will become " the temple of the Holy 
ahost,'* and " the Spirit of Ood dweU in him," (1 Cor. 
iii. l6 ; vi. 19.) " If any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature : old things are passed away : behold, all 
things are become new," (2 Cor. v. 17.) 

Bocinianism, however, as a friend possessed of great 
experience respecting the condition of the Metropolitan 
population judiciously remarks, " I have found to be 
not the popular form of infidelity with the poor. The 
system has not made much way with them. - Thet/ do 
not scruple to avow themselves infidels plainly, in most 

* Sonar. 
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instances in whieh otber classes wonld lye Kkelj' to 
shelter themselves from that disgrace by professing 
themselves Unitarians." * 

I perceive hj the note prefixed to the Unitarian 
Almanac for the present year, (1852,) that it has been 
thought advisable not to give ^* the statistics of pro- 
gress or otherwise " of the body. 1£ we are to infer 
from this that the Socinian interests generalhf are in 
a retrograde condition, they are only circumstanced 
like the leading chapel in London, (Mr. Pox's^ !Fins* 
bury,) which is half deserted. 

In former years this chapel was crowded to excess, 
but at the present time the average attendance is pro* 
bably little more than one hundred. On each occasion 
that 1 have attended to take notes, 1 have been imable 
to count two hundred persons present. 1 have hea^d 
Mr. Pox lecture to barely one hundred. In some 
instances Unitarian chapels do not number the con- 
gregation of a Bible class, but are perpetuated by 
endowments. 

Previous to detailing several cases of usefulness 
among Unitarians, 1 purpose giving- some little ac- 
count of a visit to Moorfields Chapel, on last : — 

The morning service commenced as usual by a hymn, 
simg by two rows of professionals, ranged in front of 
the organ. I did not observe three of the congre- 
gation sing the hymn; to do so would perhaps be 
deemed an interruption to the professional display. 

' * The Unitarian body have carried out to some extent the 
system of the City Mission among the poor by the formation of the 
" London Domestic Mission." The London City Mission Maga- 
zine, April 1849, contains some particulars connected irith this 
movement. 
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The liymn was succeeded by "a reading" from "Mil- 
ton's Defence;" tlien followed a prayer, but, indeed, 
I know not how it could well be called a prayer^ for 
there was little petition in it. It was more essayistic 
than supplicatory. 

I would not willingly have endured the distress of 
mind occasioned by witnessing, on the morning of 
God's blessed Sabbath-day, so miserable a burlesque 
on worship, on any other account than missionary 
service. 

Alas ! Jesus ! for these deluded souls ! — 

*'How Bweet it is, on Sabbath-days, to meet with inends in 

prayer ! 
And sweeter still, to find the sovereign Lord of all things there; 
To feel the Holy Spirit descending hke a dove, 
To breathe upon the'^weaay mind the breath of peace and love.'* 

Then followed a reading from "Mazzini's Oration 
over the Brothers BandiersB," then a hymn, and then 
the discourse. The discourse was simply a political 
speech, referring to the various events of the year, and 
the probable future policy of Louis Napoleon. There 
was no direct reference whatever to the Scriptures, 
and the words, "Diviae providence" occurred three 
times, " G-od" five times, "heaven" twice. Christ was 
not named at aU. The discourse contained various 
contradictions ; for example, after alluding to the 
" Postal Eeform," " Peace Arbitration" was stated to 
be the only proper means by which nations should 
decide their quarrels ; but afterwards, in reference to 
the Caflfre war, it was said, " Perhaps we were com- 
pelled to defend ourselves;" but, at last, we were 
plainly instructed, that when the desired event could 
not otherwise be effected, nations were to '' tear down 
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despotic powers.*' I merelj mention this as a speci- 
men of contradictions. 

After alluding to the wars in varions parts of the 
world, especially in Europe smce 1848, we were told * 
it was " the feeling of man to love all," — a somewhat 
curious contrast to the details of bloodshed and vin- 
dictiyely inflicted misery to which 1 had been listening 
patiently for one half-hour. 

Such are some of the inconsistencies of Socinianifnn. 
Such effusions would be simply absurd and contempt- 
ible, but that the eternal happiness of immortal souls 
is imperilled; they therefore become deadly errors, 
invested with an importance which we camiot fuUy^ 
estimate. Sad that sudi persons should neglect the 
salvation of the Gospel] It has been truly said of 
sudi — - 

*<Free was the offer, free to all, of life 
And of solvation ; but the proud of heart, 
Beoause 'twas free, would not accept ; and stiU 
To merit wished ; and choosing, thus unshipped, 
Unoompass*d, unproyision*d, and bestorm'd, 
To swim a sea of breadth immeasurable, 
They scom*d the goodly bark, whose wings the breath 
Of Gk>d*s eternal Spirit fiird lor heaven, 
That stopp'd to take them in. — and so were lost.'** 

I proceed to 'detail a very interesting case : — 
I was requested to visit a person who was very ill^ 
and who resided iu a street adjoining my district, in 
a parish consisting of 12,325 souls, but where no pas- 
toral visitation was carried on except the occasional 
visitation of a sick case pjhen pressed; but as my dis- 

* Poflok. 
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Uricb formeriy ^lended oomiderablj into this paaiBh, 
I }ime tHe means of knowing tliat no syst^matie yisi- 
tation wHatevejr liad been carried on for many yeam* 
I onee applied to the rector respecting a deeply injbe- 
resting case, but was not permitted to proceed further 
than his hall, "With the door held open by the servant, 
and was dismissed, I regret to say, in the most ^n- 
courteous manner. 

On yisiting the sick person referred to, I found lum 
to be a noted character of former times. Many of 
my readers, who caaa remember the political events 
that transpired thirty and forty years since, would 
remember this person by name as ihe companion of 
Thistlewood and others. Thistlewood and yarious 
c<»Qspirator& were apprehended, it will be remembered, 
at Gato Street, Faddington, on which occasion Mr. 
Smithers, a, Bow Street officer, was killed. They 
afterwards underwent the extreme penalty of the law 
at Newgate. 

Mr. would have been found at the loft in 

Cato Street also, his family informed me, but eBoa^ei 
tibrough the strange friendship of a goyerhment spy, 
who will be remembered by some in connection with 
this sad matter; his name was Oastles. This mam 

advised Mr. not to attend on that occasion, 

and always a{^)eaared exceedingly friendly disposed 
towards him. 

Mr. was, however, privy to all the plans of 

his confederates, although bloodshed appears to have 
been less tasteful to him. 

By a species of retributive providence, of which 
the world it Jiill, he who was disinclined to shed the 
blood of others, died peaceably in his bed many years 
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affcer his more sangmnarily disposed .accomplices Iiad , 
liad their blood shed bj their fellow-man on the 
scaffold. 

Mr. ^ like those with whom he associated^ 

entertained infidel sentiments at that period of time ; 
but«aft«rward8, 1 am informed by his wife, was unable 
to resist the evidences by which he found the Bible to 
be supported on examining to some further extent - 
into those eyidences, and became a Sodnian, or, as he 
called himself, a Unitarian. 

He was visited by a brother Missionaiy on an 
adjoining district, where he then resided.* About 
twelve months prior to his death, I am informed by 
his wife, his mind became dissatisfied with Sodnianism, 
and he resolved to studj the Bible again ihroughiout^ 
which resolation he carried into effect, making notes 
as he proceeded. After so doing, he stated to her his 
conviction that Socinianism was imtenable, and that 
the Christ of the Scriptures was a Divine Bedeemer, 
in whom, he added, he desired to trust. 

As death approached, my poor friend appeared 
deeply anxious for Christian visitation and prayer, 
and received the sacrament, not, however, so far as I 
could learn, attaching any undue importance to this 
imaffected remembrance of oiur blessed Savioiur. 

Shortly before he died, he took my hand, and pressed 
it very warmly. I suppress his name out of consi- 
deration to his Mends. He ia gone, we hop^olly 
believe, — 

* Mr. Tomkins, the pains-taking Missionary of the Field 
Lane District, who was mooh better acquainted with this ease 
than myself. 
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** Into the silent land 

Of all perfection 1 Tender, blessed visiona 
Of ransom'd souls 1 Heayen's own band 

Shall bear hope's tender blossoms 
Into the silent land. 

"Olandl Oknd! 

For all the broken-hearted. 

The herald, by our &te allotted. 
Beckons, and doth stand. 
To lead us with a gentle hand. 

Into the land of the bless'd departed, 
Into the silent land.*' 

Is not this ^' a brand plucked from the burning ? ** 

On the occasion of one visit to Mr. , I found 

another noted character present. He was commonly 

known as " ." The following passage 

occurs in my journal : — 
'^ Various individuals were present, amongst others, 

a noted agitator, named . In the course of 

conversation, I inquired how often he had been in 
prison for political offences? 'Let's see,' said Mr. 
, who still retaiiis the Hunt's Badical hat, 

* there was twice in the Compter, Giltspur Street, 
eighteen months each ; once, in short, he reck- 
oned up twenty imprisonments. * Well, now,' said I, 

* Mr. ^ do you think you will reach heaven 

after aUP' His reply was very shocking: * There's 
nothing above, and there's, nothing below that I'm 
afraid of,' said he. ' But you will have to die,' said I, 

* and then what will become of your soul ?' * I shall 
never die,' said he, with much emphasis ; ' I always 
fTdw, and I always shall he;^ he added, 'when my 
breath leaves my body, I shall give back to earth what 
I took from it.' 'But your soul^^ said I; 'what will 
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become of that?^ *S6ilI!' said Mr. — « —  — », ^ there 
is no soul; who ever saw a soul P the soul's the breath, 
and the breath's the air.' 

" I replied, first, that it was not always necessary, in 
proof of existence, that we should see — ^illustrating this 
by the- instance of the wind ; and I entered into defini- 
tions respecting the distinction between perceptions 
themselves, as sight, hearing, etc., and the organs of 
those perceptions, the eye, ear, etc. * What is it,' said 
I, *that enables people to think?' *Why, the air,' 
said he. * And do you really believe,' said I, ' the air 
makes people think?* *Why, of course,' said he; 
*when the breath goes, they can't think any longer.' 
It is sometimes difficult to reply to sheer foUy except 
by the use of irony, (Prov. xxvi. 6,) so I said, * Well, 

Mr. , in my labours as a Missionary, I find 

want of thought a great hindrance to the reception of 
the Q-ospel ; I cannot induce numbers of people I visit 
to give due thought to the subject of religion ; now if 
you have discovered any species of air that wiU set 
people thinking, by aU means manage to confine a case 
of it, and I will , handsomely pay you; then when I 
meet with thoughtless persons I can admiiuster a dose.' 

"After a general laugh had subsided, my erring 
opponent next turned his attention to undeniable 
abuses, which we all deplore. I have not, however, space 
to enter further into the conversation which ensued. It 
was impossible, as it is with infidels in general, to keep 
him to a question, and I was obliged repeatedly to 
reprove him for swewrivH^^ strange and inconsistent 
thing for an atheist to do. 

"Here was a poor ignorant man, destitute of all 
M^goVernment, imagining himself capable of setting 



DEATH, ASD "lTTETO DT STATE." 127 

in order the affiiirs of a great nation ; imagining, in tlie 
midst of his weakness, that he had 

'Atlantean shoulders, fit to bear 
The weight of mightiest monarehies.' 

« Mr. — is since dead, and hdd in state for 

some days at a pahlic«house adjoimng my district; 
The room was decorated with flags, one out of the 

window. He helonged to the . Would that 

I could record he belonged to * the children of God, 
by faith in Christ Jesus,' Gal. iii. 29." 

In arguing with unbelieverd, in enduring the foolish 
contradictions, and ofttimes insults of sinners, I have 
often thought of the words of Herbert : — 

*'Be cahn in arguing, for fierceness makes 
Bnor a fault, and truth discourtesy } 
Why should I feel another man's mistakee 

More than his tiohneea or his poverty ? 
In love I ^ould; but anger is not lore, 
19'or wisdom neither, therefore gently moVe." 

The next case I have the happiness to detail is that 
of the truly hopeful conversion of a confirmed Socinian, 
a nian of great general intelligence : — 

The person alluded to is a Gorman by birth, an aged 
man, on the verge of eighty. I became introduced to 

Ml*. E about three years since, being sent for to 

visit a member of his fiimily who was very Ol, and 
desirous to receive religious instruction. I find the 
first entry in my reports respecting him, under date 
July 1848, as follows : — 

"I interrogated the father, Mr. E., respecting 
^repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ.' "With a frankness with which I could 
not but feel pleased, deeply as I regretted the occasion 
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of its exercise, Mr. E. informed me lie lield Socinian 
views. ' I believe,' said he, ' in tHe autlienticity and 
inspiration of the Bible, but the idea of G-od's having 
a Son, does appear to me most derogatory to the 
majesty of the Ahnighty ; I cannot believe Christ to 
be more than a good man, and cm example to us.' 

" I felt deeply grieved to hear such were his views, 
and said, ' A religion without a sacrificial Saviour couLd 
not make a man "just before Q-od," even according to 
the law of Moses, (Lev. xvii. 11,) nor,' I added, * could 
such a religion yield lasting joy and peace, as our 
Saviour Christ saith, " Let not your hearts be troubled: 
ye believe in Qt)d, believe also in «»«," (John xjv. 1.)' 

" Mr. E. said he hoped I would not be offended, but 
that he always considered it best frankly to state his 
mind. 

"I directed my aged Mend's attention to those 
passages in the G-ospels, in which our Saviour empha- 
tically asserts his own proper divinity, and to those 
numerous passages also, both in the Old and Kew 
Testaments, where divinity is ascribed to him.* To 

9 

* In attempting to convey this cardinal truth, it is yrell to 
dwell upon the &ct, that our Saviour asserts his pre-existence as 
coming down from heaven, (John iii. 13.) Socinians have at- 
tempted to evade the force of this argument by stating that our 
Kedeemer was taken up into heaven previous to commencing his 
public ministry to be instructed in his future duties. This, of 
course, is merely one of the desperate shifts error is ever reduced 
to, and is an absurdity. Our Lord declares himself to have 
existed before Abraham, (John viii. 58.) Our Lord's language was 
unmistakeable ; he asserted his Gh>dhead,'and the Jews so under* 
standing him took up stones to stone him, (ver. 59,) the punish- 
ment awarded by the law to a blasphemer, j(Lev. xxiv. 16 ;) and 
again, in John x. 30, our Lord declared himself and his Father to 
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these citations and their exposition Mr. E. listened 
with great attention, and replied that ' he considered 
our Saviour had asserted the possession of such attrit- 
butes, although he knew the fact was not so, from a 
henevolent motive — ^to add weight to his teachings and 
admonitions — that he might obtain the greater power 
over the minds of men for their benefit,* 

be one. The Jews again, who perfectly understood him as assert- 
ing his Gk>dhead, and not merely any assimilation and oonformity 
with the mind of Gk)d, a doctrine they admitted, treated him as a 
blasphemer again, and "took up stones ttgain to stone him," 
John X. 31. Our Lord also asserted his omnipresence, declaring 
himself as being " in heaven" whilst yet before the eyes of his 
disciples on earth, (John ill. 13 ;) and that where two or three 
meet together in his name he is in the midst of them, (Matt. 
xviiL 20 ;) and that he would be with his disciples " to the end 
of the world,** (Matt, xxviii. 20.) Thus our Lord also proclaims 
his omniscience. 

Our Lord also asserts his omnipotence as haying " life in him- 
self^** and " quickening (or giying life) to whom he will,'* (John 
T. 21, 26 ;) tiie Jews, therefore, " sought the more to kill him,** 
because he made " himself equal with Qt>d,** (ver. 18.) To the 
same eflEect are the numerous predictions relative to Messiah in 
the Old Testament, and the testimony of the apostles, especially 
John L and Hebrews i The concluding canon of Bevelation is 
also Yocal with this cardinal and supreme truth. 

"Against the Gross, death*s iron sceptre breaks.! 

From famish*d ruin plucks her human prey 1 

Throws wide the gates celestial to his foes ! 

And as deep human guilt in payment fails ; 

, prohibits our despair] 

Enjoins it, as our duty, to rejoice ; 

And, (to dose all,) omnipotently kind. 

Takes his ' delights among the sons of men,* (Prov. yiiL) 

What are all mysteries to loye like this ?'* 

Young. 
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^ I met tbJfl specioiLB idea» hj »X\ni{mg to the most 
emphatic mstniction giyen in the GoepeLs to practiBe 
BndeTiatiiig tmth, and alluded to the case of Ananiaa 
and &ipphira also. I said, ' Aa Jdr. £. beUeved Jesus 
Chriflt to be ^ a teacher sent from Grod," it would be 
falsifying his own teachings for our Saviour to hare 
pursued sijch a course,' I afterwards lent him the 
late pjulanthropist's, Joseph John Grumey's, ' Portable 
Ey^dences/ which contain much fulness upon this sub- 
ject considering the size of the work ; and I praj his 
mind may be perfectly illuminated, to discern the of&ces 
and glory of that Redeemer, whose name, ' TrnmATiiifil^* 
(Isaiah vii. 14,) being interpreted is, Gk)d with us. 

'' Thus commenced my acquaintance with this aged 
Sodnian. 

^' On a subsequent occasion, being, alone with him, I 
had a better opportunity of inquiring more particularly 
as to the state of his mind, and found he was dark and 
unhappy. 

'^ It is not the grasp of a man Christ Jesus, that can 
enable the conscience at all wakened to await fearlessly 
and with confidence the time when we shall come to " 
^ appear before God.' The soul at aU awakened must 
&el it has hold on a God Christ Jesus also, to enable 
that soul to meditate on death and judgment in peace. 

" Mr. E. was much affected, but said, with his accus- 
tomed mildness, ' he could not help his condition,' and 
that it would be hypocrisy in him to profess what he 
did not beUeve, 

"A commonly repeated objection to our Saviour's 
divinity was, that he considered it derogatory to the 
majesty of God to suppose him to have a son. To this 
objection I replied, ' That all creation might be spoken 
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of under the idea of offspring — a& emanation — and that 
there was nothing in the nature of the case to render 
the fiict of God dwelling in a visible form derogatory 
to the Divine character, niore than for G-od to be 
present amongst his works, and to enter and to 
influence the human heart, a doctrine which Socinians 
admit.' * Further,' I remarked, * that the idolatry of 
many nations was a proof that the idea of a visible and 
incarnate Deity, was a truth the human mind had ever 
grasped after. But to tread on surer ground,' I further 
observed, * revelation fn/ust he owr only ffmde, and that 
dogmatically to pronounce it derogatory to the Divine 
character, to invest a human form, was Ological, if 
revelation asserted it, because the mental capacity 
which so pronounced it derogatory, was vastly, incom^ 
parally, inferior to the tnental capacity whose acts it 
arraigned. The whole scheme of Divine action,' I 
further remarked, * in. the government and arrangement 
of the universe, was not before us.' 

" Mr. E. said, that was a very important remark. 

" * Suppose,' said I, * the earth to have always been 
so positioned with respect to the sun, that only a seg- 
ment of the sun's sphere had ever been visible. Man- 
kind would, in such a case, have pronounced what is 
really a sphere or globe to be but a hemisphere — and 
equally may we be mistaken,' I added, * in our ideas 
respecting the nature and propriety of the Divine 
actions, when the whole case is not beforeus. But,' 
I added fvui;her, ' there were many ways in which it 
might clearly be proved that G-od " manifest in the 
flesh" to take away our sins, furnished reaUy a sur- 
passingly glorious development of glorious attributes of 
Deity, 

K 2 
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** ' But upon tbe whole question,' I said, ' revdaium 
must be our guide — reason was wHoUj insufficient. 
Diyinity/ I continued, ' was at least as superior an 
order of intelligence oyer man, as man's intellect was 
over the instinct of the lower animals. Man j of man's 
actions we plainly knew to be incomprehensible to the 
brutes ; and it would, therefore, be Terj wonderful if 
manj of God's ways were not incomprehensible to us.* 

** Presnmptnons man ! the reason wonldat thou find, 
Whj form'd so weak, so little, and so blind ? 
First, if thou canst, the harder reason guess — 
Whffbm^d mo weaker, bUnderj and mo lese t" 

As one has said, '^ a religion without a mystery, is a 
religion without a God." ' 

" I illustrated this argument by an anecdote, which 
appeared considerably to impress Mr. E.'8 mind. 
* You may, perhaps,' said I, * have read of St. Au- 
gustine.' Mr. E. said he had. I then named an in- 
cident related of St. Augustine, with which the reader 
may or may not have met. He is stated to have been 
walking on the sea-shore, meditating on the Trinity, 
and endeavouring to comprehend more respecting that 
most glorious and mysterious truth than it was possible 

* The heathens admitted this, so Homer makes Jove to say : — 

** Seek not thou to find 
tFhe sacred comisek of Ahnighty mind. 
InTolved in darkness lies the great decree, 
Nor can the depths of fate be pierced by thee. 

What fits thy knowledge, thou the first shalt know; 

• • « • ' • 

But thou nor they shall search the thoughts that roll 
Deep in the close recesses of my soul:" 

Pope's Translation, Iliad, book L 
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for man to know. "Whilst so engaged, he observed 
a child seated on the sand, holding in one hand a small 
shell, and with another pouring water into it. After 
observing the child for awhile, Augustine inquired the 
nature of his emplojment. ' I am trying,' said the 
child, * to em^ty the sea into this shell.' ' EoolJBh 
child,' said the saint, ' can you think such an action 
possible ?' * Not more foolish than you, St. Augustine,' 
replied the child, Ho endeavour, with the reason of a 
man, to comprehend fully the Divine Trinity.' The 
legend, I added, stated the child to have been an angel ; 
and, however fabulous, we might learn an important 
lesson from it — ^a lesson we are taught in various 
places of Scripture. ' Canst thou by searching find^ 
out God P canst thou find out the Almighty unto per- 
fection ? It is as high as heaven ; what canst thou do? 
deeper than heU ; what canst thou know ? ' Job xi. 7, 8. 
* Such knowledge is too wonderful for me ; it is high, 
I cannot attain unto it,' Psa. cxxxix. 6. 

'* Mr. E., who had listened with suspended breath to 
this little essay, appeared exceedingly impressed by it ; 
he heaved a heavy sigh, as if relieved, and commenced 
repeating the substance of what I had said — a common 
practice with him, * to fix it,' as he said, * on his 
memory.' 

" I added, that the greatest point was to obtain in the 
heart an evidence of Christie divinity, a sense ofhispre^ 
sence in the soul, without which all was ' vanity and 
vexation of spirit;' pointing my aged and interesting 
Jfriend to the Scriptures in which this* blessing is em- 
phatically promised, especially the 14th John, which I 
explained. 

" Upon the subject of sin, Mr.' E.'s views were 
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extremely vagiie, ' hui in proportion as a growing eon" 
ffiction of our Saviour^s divinity impressed his mind, in 
just such proportion did his due appreciation of the sin- 
fulness of sin increase also.* He who is brought to 
believe that a G-od ' manifest ia.the flesh' (1 Tim. iii. 
16) has been the atonement necessary for sin, cannot 
but feel that that which required such a sacrifice must 
be sinful indeed, 

" My conversations with Mr. B. would occupy a 
volume. Light gradually appeared to be breaking 
upon his mind. He was, however, exceedingly critical, 
and * slow of heart to believe.' 

" He said, on one occasion, * Mr. Yanderkiste, I 
cannot conceal anything from you ; I have been think- 

. ing much respecting the Scriptural statement as to the 
punishment of hell being eternal; 1 Md I cannot 
believe it. Oh no !' added he, * Gk)d is too nlerciful to 
torment his creatures thus. Do you really beliere, 
sir,' said he, * that the Almighty wiU torment his 
creatures for ever and ever, for the sins of a few brief 
years?' 

" I replied, that Mr. E. must refer to the argument 
I had repeated to him on a former occasion, respecting 
the reasonable insufficiency of human judgment to 
arraign correctly the acts of omnipotence, I repeated 
this argument at length ; and added, that the question 
reasonably was,, and reasonably must be, ' whether the 
Almighty had informed us such was his intention — 
that it was quite impossible for us to apportion what 

-was the due punishment of sin, since we could not 
estimate fully the turpitude of sin. It clearly exceeded 
our calculations. Judging of its deadly character by 
its effects, they were foiuid in this world to expand 
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from a small origin to circles of time and consequence 
we could not measure, and to produce wretchedness 
and misery beyond all our powei^s of estimation. The 
objection/ J added, ' that what occupied only a few 
years in commission was not worthy of a ptmishment 
beyond computation, was a proposition by which men 
were not influenced in the infliction of human justice,' — 
illustrating this.* I added, ' that if the Scripture! 
were to be believed, and that mankind had forfeited aU 
claim to heaven in justice, or on account of deserving, 
and that redemption was purely and wholly an act of 
mercy — ^then the man or woman who lived and died 
neglecting t\sAi " great salvation^* could not surely 
have any fiuther claim whatever on the mercy of God.* 
" These and other arguments appeared much to 
impress Mr. E., but not imtil he was brought to feel 
the power of praying to God through Christ — the sweet 
influences of that prayer — ^then only did he cease to 
arraign the judgments of the Almighty at the bar of 
bis fisillible judgment. Not until then could he say — 

*  I argue not 

Agamst Hearen's hand or Wll, nor bate a jot 
Of heart or hope, but etill bear up and steer 
Bight onward.* 

Or with David : * Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor 
mine eyes lofty : neither do I exercise myself in great 
matters, or in things too high for me. Surely I have 
behaved and quieted myself, as a child that is weaned 

* A murder, for example, occupying perhaps but a few seconds 
in committal, receives a punishment in the deprivation of life, and 
coiisequences to those connected with the murderer, which are 
quite incalculable. 
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^ To wartdi tiie faugm— of a knaian sool fion a 

conditioOrOf im|iffliiU'nco 

*^Hie rtonnr vinter of our tBunowtft* — 



to a asfing knowledge of Clizist, is soielf tibe moet hiT 
teresting sto^ <m evtii. It is — wliatsiudlwesay^? — 
it is as wfaoi the iees ofinntCT bunt asimder, and tiie 
ndsto flj uf m an k, and b^ioieilieinflnences of tiiesim, 
ilie bud is on the ttee, and the Terdme clothes the 
iMurenness that was, and one flower and then another 
decks the eartii, until boieath the fdSk snmm^ shining 
of theSnnof Sig^iteoiisness, ' the hesrt he established 
with grace/ 

^ Mr. E. was at b^t happil j brongbt to a condition 
of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

'^ He has long been bedridden, and has to read 
through an enormous lens, fixed in a tube, which he 
has himself constructed, anj ordinaiy glass beiog use- 
less to his fading eyesight. He is also ea«e«sioe^ deaf. 
Shouting to him for hours has made me sometimes 
quite hoarse; but there are so many pleasing circum- 
stances connected with his case, his £uth is now so 
simple, his penitence for past neglect of Grod our 
Sayiour evidentlj so sincere, that it^is a great pleasure 
to visit him, and to converse with him, and to hear him 
repeat the prayers he has committed to memory, which 
is very vigorous and retentive, notwithstanding his 
extreme age. 

^ I have every reason to believe he is among those 
blessed ones who 'worship God in the spirit, and 
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rejoice in ChriBt Jesus, and have no confidence in the 
flesh,' Phfl. iii. 3." 

Socinianism has its origin '' in the pride and folly of 
unsanctified intellect." When our Lord Christ is 
formed in the heart " the hope of glory," then all such 
deadly errors flee. Eejoicing in the beatific vision 
abready given, the soul can then say — 

" Answer thy mercy's whole design, 
My God, Incarnated for me : 
My spirit make thy radiant shrine ; 

My light and full salvation be. 
And through the shades of death unknown, 
Conduct me to thy heavenly throne." 

In concluding, we remark, that although the poor of 
London are not found to be led away to any consider- 
able extent by the errors of Socinianism, their igno- 
rance and irreligion render them nevertheless pitifdUy 
the prey to various forms • of the wildest and most 
visionary emanations of perfect folly. We had pro- 
posed alluding to several of these forms of error, and 
giving some particulars of the Mormon delusion among 
others, and of interviews and discussions with Mor- 
monites. Interesting, however, as such statements 
and narratives would doubtless prove, the limits of a 
single volume prevent their insertion, except to the 
exclusion of cases of more direct spiritual result, and 
consequent greater interest. 
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CHAPTBE V. 

UrTBKFBBASrCB. 

The drinking usages of society oppose an insuperable 
barrier, to the moral and religious improvement of the 
labouring classes — and indeed, in proportion as they 
prevail, of all classes of society. These customs must 
be changed before we can possibly se^ the moral 
desert ** rejoice and blossom as the rose." 
Wisdom in aU ages has deplored their existenca 
Homer, with the feeble, uncertain, and erring ray 
,of heathenism, thus alludes to the popular &llacy aa 
inimical to great achievements : — 

'* Then with a plenteous draught refresh thy soul. 
And draw new spirits from the generous bowl : 
Spent as thou art with long laborious fight, 
The brave defender of thy country's right." 

The valiant Hector, however, is made by the poet %o 
decline the inebriating cup : — 

"Far hence be Bacchus* gifts, (the chief rejoin'd,) 
Inflaming wine, pernicious to mankind, 
Unnerrea the limbs, and dulls the noble mind." * 

We who have Christianity to guide us iato all 
truth, and to show us things to come, know that the 

* Pope's Hiad, book vi 320. 
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nuBeries of the unrepentant dronkard are not confined 
to this life. The word of G-od assures us, that " no 
drunkard can inherit the kingdom of God," 1 Cor. 
vi. 10. 

Drunkenness is indeed morally a sin, but drunken- 
ness is also physically a disease. A very large class of 
persons of drinking habits I have found not more to 
possess the power to drink short of actual drunken- 
ness, and there stop, than the waves of the sea have to 
quiet the winds that lash, its surface into foam. 

Total abstinence is the physical remedy in such 
cases, by' which the uncontrollable morbid craving of 
the stomach for alcoholic stimidus ceases, and the 
stomach is weaned. 

Conversing with a woman resident upon my district, 
a very violent character when intoxicated, who had 
only that morning been discharged from prison, to 
which she had been committed for an assault whilst 
intoxicated — she listened very respectfully and atten- 
tively to my exhortations, and wept in a very piteous 
manner, and said with great earnestness, she wished 
to G-od she was always in prison, as there she could 
not obtain " the drink." 

She returned when she left prison, as she weU knew, 
to a neighbourhood where invitation and temptation 
to intoxication would meet her at almost every step. 
It was affecting to hear a fellow-creature observe, 
that in prison she was comparatively happy! Yet 
such was doubtless the fact in her case, and is so 
in the cases of multitudes of similar intemperate 
characters. 

Sin inflicts a worse slavery on the human heart than 
can be found from any other cause in the universe. 
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True Uberty exists orAj for the renewed in soul-aU 
are slaves besides : — 

''True freedom is, where no restraint is known. 
That Scripture, justice, and good sense disown ; 
Where only vice and injury are tied, 
And all, from shore to shore, is free hesido : 
Subh freedom is." Ck)WPini. 

He who is our Eedeemer lias said, " If the Son there- 
fore shall make you free, ye shall "be free indeed," 
Matt. yiii. 36. 

My missionary experience respecting the slavery of 
drunkenness has been very large. 

Condensation, a difficult matter under many 
aspects, I find to be especially so in writing this 
chapter. 

I have studied this subject intensely for many years 
— physiologically, politically, mentally, and morally 
— and the lowest depth of this cur&e to our nation, 
and to the world, I find I have yet to fathom. 

M'om all I have read and seen, lam compelled to- 
coincide with the generally received opinion, that we are 
yet the most dnmken people on earth* 

* London contained, according to the Post Office Directory, 
in 1848, Chamhers* Journal informs us — 

2,500 bakers 

990 buttermen and cheesemongers 
1,700 butchers 
8,000 grocers and tea-dealers 
. 900 established dairy-keepers 

400 fishmongers 
1,300 greengrocers and fruiterers 

Total 10,790 
and 11,000 public-houses ! 
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The object of the present work, however, does not 
include a theoretical treatise on drunkenness. 

The clinical studies of the hospitals are apt to 
convey knowledge in one hour, that could not be 
amassed by much laborious reading, although that 
reading is also indispensable in its place. I have to 
present the reader with a few specimens of my clinical 
studies of drunkenness, pursued, not in the hospital, 
but on my district — a vety few, selected from a large 
mass. 

The following is a brief extract from my Annual 
Beport for 1850. It discloses an awful fact in relation 
to a neighbourhood yet replete with violence and 
degradation : — 

" There are upon my district sixteen public-houses, 
beer-shops, and gin-shops. The number of bakers, 
and butchers, and shops where bread is sold, (bread is 
sold at several general dealers',) is sixteen also. That 
there should be found as many shops devoted to the 
sale of intoxicating liquors, as shops devoted to the 
sale of the comonon necessaries of life, argues the 
existence of fearful demoralization and misery" 

I have been given to understand by reformed cha- 
racters, that the cheapest way of getting drunk is to 
mia spirits and beer. Some persons inform me they 
formerly got drunk in this manner for twopence half- 
penny, provided they had eaten but little. It would 
require ten times that amount to make some persons 
intoxicated, particularly those who do not smoke. 

A very large proportion of the intoxication preva- 
lent amongst the very poor, arises from insufficiency 
of food, in which condition the nerves and brain are 
most readily excited by alcohol. I know a large 
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number of peroonB wHo become intoxicated by drink* 
ing a pint of beer whoAstfaiiinff through poverty — ^witb 
this they are very' often treated by companions, who' 
would not give them a penny loaf. '* I have nothing 
in the cupboard — wiU you give me a penny loaf instead 
of the drink P *' '* No ; but TU treat you handsomely if 
you like." Such is a melancholy sample of the con- 
versation common between those who, to usq their 
own language, " are #» luck," and those who are '' out 
of luck." And the very absence of 'food, that causes 
a small quantity of Hquor or beer to produce intoxica- 
tion, is often itself a consequence of the expenditure 
of that money in drink which should have been laid 
out in food. All forms of vice and misery run into 
one another, and act by replication. 

On my first appointment to the Cow Cross District, 
in conjunction with good friends, I was made in- 
strumental in the establishment of a Total Abstinence 
Society. 

This institution became the means, under Providence, 
of enlightening the minds of numbers of persons 
respecting the blessings of sobriety. 

Many reformed drunkards firom the courts and 
alleys around, might afterwards be counted, listening 
to the speeches and prayers at the bi-weekly meetings. 
Sweeps, costermongers, etc., etc., became reformed 
characters, and some of the speeches delivered by such 
individuals were very characteristic. I wiU extract 
the substance of one from my journal : — 

<< Our Total Abstinence Meeting iiiis evening was 
' addressed by Mr. B., Mr, W., Mr. T., and a second 
Mr. B. 

^' The last speaker, a bricklayer, possesses one of the 
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moat extraordinary, powerful, and masculine Toices I 
ever heard. He used to be called ' Drunken Bob,' he 
says, but now he is a teetotaller folks call' him MUter 
Baldwin — ^before he had only a hand snack to .his door, 
but. now if you wish to call upon him, you must puU a 
bell — ^his pocket was once so empty that he had not 
the cash ^ to pay toU for a walking-stick,' but now he 
has a pound or two laid by against a rainy day — all this, 
and many more strange contrasts and facetious allu- 
sions,- appeared to take with the people exceedingly." 

The obserration which follows in my journal I may 
well insert : — 

" I suppose we must be content to get on step by 
step, and by the grace of G-od it is not hard to become 
' aU things to all men, that "we may by all means sare 
some,' 1 Cor. ix. 22; but the lese^ of this seeming 
nonsense, the better I like it — still it conveys a power- 
ful moral." 

A club was afterwards connected with this institu- 
tion. I am sorry to add that in consequence of friends 
leaving the district and other causes, I was not enabled 
to carry this institution on. Some of its members, 
however, joined Temperance Societies in the neigh- 
bourhood. I found it impossible to compass this 
labour, and efficiently to discharge the many other 
duties of my office. 

It is now purposed to give some deeply interesting 
cases. 

The first is one of a member of this Society, a 
returned convict — a sweep. He is a very well- 
behaved, reformed character, a remarkably quiet and 
inoffensive man, and has received great benefit from 
temperance. Said he : — 

" When I was about twenty years of age I was a 
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sweep, same as I am now. I used to go to the public* 
house veiy much, spending my earnings in drunken* 
nesB and dissipation, though I never, as you may say, 
went on hke some on 'em does ; but them places ig 
ruinatioD to anybody. So one night after we had been 
drinking, and I didn't know properly what I waa 
a&et, aome chaps as I was along with was for going 
after some carts. They know'd of acme somewheres, 
they eaid, that stood in the open air with nobody to 
mind 'em, in & court down by Oray'a Tnn Laae it 
was. Well, I helped to drag thia here cart (worse 
luck) all the way up to Marrowbone you must know, 
sir — a nice job it was surely. I knows better now, 
tbanke be to 6od. If I'd know'd then what I knows 
now it wouldn't have happened. Well, we was cotched, 
and they was werry severe then, ao I took my trial at 
Newgate, and was sentenced to seven years' transporta- 
tion beyond the seas, and I was sent off dlong with a 
lot more convicts." 

How forcibly does this remind ua of the words of 
Cowper, alluding to such evil resorts ! — 
" 'Tifl here thoj lesm 

The road that leads from competence and peaoe 

To indigence «nd rapbe ; till at Uat 

Society, grown weary of the load, 

Shokea her encumber'd lap, and cast them ont." 

vaa empl<^ed 
Subsequently 
e qualified to 
tnployment of 
of leave,) tra- 
four hundred 

of Bush life, 
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and incidents lie met with at the Antipodes, are very- 
interesting. Everything that relates to these rising 
and important colonies cannot fail to be so, but they 
would be out of place here. He encountered many 
dangers. The following is an account of a conflict 
with BushrangeA, which has a bearing on the subject 
of intemperance. Very probably but for the intoxi- 
cating drinks which those men risked their lives to 
obtain, they would never have become convicts or 
Bushrangers. 

" Them Bushrangers," said he, " 'scaped convicts, as 
takes to the Bush, is some on 'em terrible fellows. I 
never took any harm from 'em though, but we had 
several scrimmages. Once we was coming down to 
Sydney with a dray load of wool ; we'd just pitched 
a camp for the night, when some convicts or Bush- 
rangers come on us. We hadn't only one old gun 
amongst the four on us. "We didn't much mind about 
guns, sir. "Well, I got the gun off the load, and we 
told 'em to keep their distance. We got sticks out of 
the cart, and had a set-to with them ; we wasn't going 
to give in without defending the property, you know, 
no how. So we laid on to one another, but there 
wam't no lives lost. When they seed we was deter- 
mined, they made a parley ; we was all out of breath. 
They wanted to know how much 'bacca and rum we'd 
give 'em if they'd go. At last we settled with 'em, 
and gave 'em what they wanted, and glad to get rid 
on 'em with no harm done. Another time they driv 
our bullocks off in the night, and next day we found 
'em miles off in a swamp hollow, and a man close by 
minding 'em ; he made off though as soon as ever he 
ketched sight on us." 
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An acooimt be lias giren me of another eonyict, 
who murdered an overseer, and took to the Bush, is 
Yery terrible. He lired in the woods, and came armed 
to the huts to demand provisions for some time, but 
imagined he was continually haunted bj the spirit of 
the man he had murdered. At last lie delivered him- 
self up to the authorities, declaring his life to be a 
burden. He was to be seen for days, dogged, as he 
conceived, by the spectre of his victim, and escaping 
from tree to tree. 

Much has been said respecting the conversion of 
the Australian natives and New Zeabmders. The 
neglected population who leave our own shores as 
convicts, or free, Constitute too generally, by reason of 
ungodliness, a lamentable hindrance to the evangeliza- 
tion of these aborigines. Instead of being '' witnesses 
for the Lord" to these nations afar off, they lead the 
tribes, by their vicious conduct, to form a very low 
estimate of the Christian religion. In how many ways 
do a neglected home population prove a bane to the 
whole world ! Amongst many accounts respecting the 
Australian blacks, with whom Mr. P. was much in 
contact, he mentioned the following : — 

" The hut-keepers and shepherds plays 'em up all 
sorts of tricks ; it's none to their credit. I recollect 
one day having to go to a station about ten miles from 
ours for something ; there was tLpicanitmy black fellar 
there;; he might be about ten years old, I should 
suppose. The hut-keeper, a joking sort of man, said 
he'd have a lark with the young black. His tribe 
was camped maybe seven or eight miles off, and one 
on 'em had died. Well, you must know, sir, there 
was some wheat a-drying on a blanket a little way off 
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the hut, and a crow was a-feeding close "by. The hut- 
keeper, he spoke to the crow, and asked him who he 
was, and then he mimicked as if the crow was 
a-answfering, and made him say once he was a hlack 
fellar, mentioning his name, the one as was dead, and 
then he eat flour, but now he was a crow, and eat 
the com. The boy listened, and then started up, and 
away he flies ; it warn't no use to persuade him it was 
a trick ; off he set, and perhaps if his tribe was eight 
miles off, he wouldn't stop runnin' once till he reached 
'em, they're such runners; then he'd tell 'em the 
black was turned into a crow, and what he heerd, and 
they'd be sure to believe him, and it wouldn't be no 
use trying to beat it out on 'em when once they got 
hold of it." 

My poor friend, however, considered the hut-keeper 
was badly employed in teaching such absurdities to 
the blacks, and expressed his opinion that, if they 
were properly instructed, they might be Christianized ; 
for, said he, " they're werry ingenious, and lams any- 
thing worry quick, only they're so lazy." 

This person saved about one hundred po\inds in 
Australia, and might, he stated, have saved much 
more. He was unsettled on account of an acquaint- 
ance he had left in England, and " his old mother," 
and came home for the purpose of marrying the one, 
and returning with both, I believe, to Australia. In 
a vdne-house, at a port in Spain, where he stopped, he 
lost all his money, and coming home penmless, found 
his female acquaintance and his mother both dead. 

When the City Mission first occupied this district, 
he was found to be living unlawfully with a person, 
and was persuaded to marry. He was one of the 

l2 
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earliest members of our Total Abstinence Society, but 
I cannot report him as converted to G-od. He was, 
however, remarkably fond of hearing the Scriptures 
read. 

The nert case is that of a man whom 1 trust to 
have undergone the great change of heart which is 
indispensable to fit us for the kingdom of Gk>d. He 
was, during many years, a coal-heaver by occupation, 
and of exceedingly intemperate habits. If the reader 

saw this man sitting placidly in his seat at , 

listening to the Gospel, and partaking of the emblems 
of our Saviour's dying love, he would perhaps be sur- 
prised to learn that the individual before him was 
formerly a companion of fighting men, and has waded 
through much wickedness. 

His father was professedly a Thames fisherman, 
and followed that occupation uutii his death ; but he 
added to it one not so reconcilable to honesty, — ^he 
was a smuggler. He married a second time, and 
expended as much as eight hundred pounds in little 
more than twelve months after his marriage, attend- 
ing Drury Lane, Vauxhall, Banelagh, etc., totally 
neglecting his occupation, and indulging in all kinds 
of extravagances and folly. When his money was 
nearly spent, he again purchased a fishing craft and 
nets, and resumed his former occupation. " Gentle- 
men," says Mr. H., " would be closeted with my father, 
and the best china service was brought out for tea. 
I was never allowed to know what they talked about, 
but I have seen many a dozen golden guineas lay on 
the table, and then it was, * Good night, Mr. H., it's 
all arranged,' and father would be away with his craft 
perhaps a week, fishing, I was told, but I was never 
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allowed to go on those kind of fishing voyages." 
Mr. H. generally accompanied his father, when really 
engaged in fishing, for some years, and became well 
acquainted with the river from Battersea to the Nore. 
" I can count up eighteen dead bodies we have picked 
up," said he, " sometimes in the net ; father used to 
search them, and then we took them ashore and 
buried them." He does not appear to have received 
any religious instruction whatever from his father, 
but to have been initiated into much vice. His father 
appears to have placed more faith in a child's caul, 
which he wore upon him in foul weather, than in aught 
Divine. At last, perhaps to please the step-mother) 
he turned his child away. Edward appears to have 
been little loth to depart, tired of ill usage. " I had 
an aunt," said he, "a poor woman, who sometimes 
gave me good advice," (I forget whether he said she 
was in a workhouse.) " She would say, * Edward, my 
lad, whatever you do, keep your hands from what 
don't belong to you.'" After being turned adrift by 
his father at the tender age of fourteen, he wandered 
about, associating with bad characters, lying in the 
parks part of the day, sleeping sometimes in a bed, 
when he could raise the pence to pay for it, but fre- 
quently under the fruit shambles in Covent Garden 
market. 

About this time he was very near coming to be 
hanged. He became acquainted with two dissolute 
youths ; one was apprenticed to an uncle, a silversmith 
in St. Martin's Lane. A burglary was planned as 
they lay on the grass in St. James's Park. "It was 
all to be done so easy," said Mr. H., "and my share 
was to be so large, that I was nearly drawn into it — 
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' the temptation was so strong npon me — but mj annf s 
words seemed to come into mj mind, and a kind of 
terror came upon me, so that I did not go." The 
burglarj was committed, the burglars detected, and 
one, a boy like himself^ (he was now about seTenteen,) 
was hung, and the nephew transported. ''It was 
shocking to see what quantities of people was hung in 
those days," said Mr. H. — " mere boys ! " 

This acted as a caution to my poor friend respecting 
common honesty, which he never forgot. He, how- 
ever, pursued the same vagabond kind of life, some- 
times raising a meal's victuals in veiy odd ways, and 
sometimes destitute of food or bed. After this he 
went out as a mariner to China, and met with some 
strange incide4ts of travel, wallowing also in much 
sin. Betuming home, he became a coalheaver, an 
occupation which formerly enabled men to earn con- 
siderable wages by great exertion, and in a short space 
of time. He would then attend prize fights, bear and 
bull baits, cock, rat, and badger pits, the theatres, etc., 
and drink and waste his mpney, and then return to 
his work, when, as it is expressed, " stmnped-out." 

Mr. H. was a great drunkard and swearer, and, to 
use his own expression, " set the Abnighty at defiance 
in a manner it's horrid to think on." Such outrage- 
ous ways might be expected to bring premature decay, 
even on a good constitution. Working beyond his 
strength at the coalheaving, fulfilling inordinate task- 
work to raise money for debauchery, having laid about 
for many years previously on the ground, exposed to 
damps, at last Mr. H. received a bodily affliction so as 
to be unable to continue his occupation, and was 
reduced to beggary. His former companion having 
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died, he then cohabited with another woman, and they 
traversed the country for years, as what are called 
irampB^ selling matches and laces, sleeping in hams, 
outhouses, etc., and subsisting by cadging^ or begging, 
rather than by the sale of wares. During the winter 
he hired a room in a court upon my district, and lived 
there when I was appointed to the district. 

To use his own expression, " Before I was visited 
and instructed, I knew no more than a horse or a 
cow." 

Mr. H. has now long been a member of a Christian 
church and a communicant, and is of course lawfully 
married to the person who is now his companion. He 
has taught himself to read and to write in his old age, 
and copies out portions of the Scriptures. He is a 
man of faith and. prayer,, possesses a ''good hope 
through grace," and his language breathes a grateful 
testimony to the goodness of that Saviour, who, as he 
says, " has preserved him in a many ways, blessed be 
His name!" 

The next case is a shadow to this sunbeam, but 
mercy, it will be seen, shone through the cloud. 
Those who make light of religious or moral obliga- 
tions upon which they have entered, frequently 
present awfiil warnings to the world, that the 
Almighty is not to be trifled with : — 

The *s have long resided on my district. The 

father, but especially the mother, were formerly 

drunkards; Mrs. was a great drunkard; and 

their destitution, in consequence of the excesses of 
both, was very great. At length a brighter ray broke 
upon their history — ^they happily became interested in 
the total abstinence movement, and both signed the 
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pledge. A striking improvement soon became visible. 
Thej raised a comfortable home around them, and for 
some year*8 were strictly sober. Both belonged to 
benefit clubs connected with the temperance move- 
ment. 

An inundation firom the Pleet Ditch happened in 
this neighbourhood, and a number of houses were 
saturated with water. Mr. — became wet through 
in cleaning his goods after this flood had subsided, and 
remaining in his wet clothes, laid the foundation of a 
rheumatic disorder, which prevented his following his 
employment (t]^t of selling fish in the streets) for 
many months. He had, however, a comfortable pro- 
vision from his club during the whole of his long ill- 
ness ; and it was a pleasure to me to see this podr man 
sitting by his own fireside, when able to sit up, with 
his hymn-book in hand, his wife busily engaged with her 
employment, the brush business, and the whole family 
comfortably provided for, although the father was un- 
able to work. They were indeed reaping the benefits 
of temperance. Neither, however, I have reason to 
believe, were truly converted Christians, although 
staunch teetotallers. In the conversations I have held 
with them, I could not but observe this with sorrow. 
They were very hopeful characters, but they did not 
possess the spiritual experience of the children of Q-od. 
Beliance on self was not extinguished. 

A moment of temptation came, which they had not 
grace to withstand, and I received the unwelcome in- 
telligence that they had abandoned total abstinence. 
On visiting them to expostulate, they informed me 
they considered they could drink moderately, " take a 
pint of beer," as they expressed it, and yet be sober. 
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From their previous habits I could not but regard them 
as very dangerously positioned, and told them my iiji- 
pression that great evil would be likely to result from 
the step they had taken. 

Both continued to drink moderately for some con- 
siderable time, but suddenly they burst out into 
drunkenness in the most awful manner — debauched 
for days and days, day and night. The goods were 
sold, the furniture pawned, destitution and misery 
ensued. When sober enough to survey the dismal 
wreck they had made of their home and their happi- 
ness, they lay and quarrelled, and cursed, and swore 
all night, and about daybreak the husband rose penni- 
less from the side of his wretched partner, and paced 
the streets, to ease his fiery rage, his aching head, and 
conscience-stricken heart. 

A young man who slept above them, and who had 
over-night heard their fierce quarrelling, was awoke by, 
or after he had awoke heard, a gurgling, choking noise 
in the room below; he listened* and became fearful 
something was wrong ; he accordingly, to relieve his 
apprehensions, came down stairs and knocked at the 
door. Receiving no answer, he burst into the room, 

and discovered poor Mrs. suspended to the bed's 

head, by which she had hung herself in remorse at past 
excesses and consequent destitution. He immediately 
cut her down, and in time, I rejoice to add, to save her 
life. How much may depend upon a moment ! A few 
moments later, and she would have passed into eternity 
in her sins. So soon as I was informed of the affect- 
ing circumstance, I called, to endeavour to persuade 
them to rejoin the Temperance Society, and found they 
had anticipated my request. They are. again improv- 
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ing in circumstaiiceB, and I have exhorted them, of 
course, to cease from all self-righteousness, and to liye 
" a life of faith in the Son of GK)d." Maj it be so 
with both ! 

The most vehement resolutions made in our own 
strength are not to be depended upon. 

The mere signing of a pledge is very far from sufB.- 
cient. I am cognizant of this fact from many years' 
experience in the temperance movement. This noble 
reformation has suffered much scandal from the un- 
converted within its ranks, and however eminent their 
position, is likely to suffer much more from such per- 
sons. Embracing as it does amongst its leaders the 
choicest evangelical spirits of the day, its hopes under 
God are with such. To the excellent Society of 
Priends it is under lasting obligation. From other 
advocates than Christians, however eloquent or distin- 
guished, its expectancy can be but small. 

Erom the effect of the ligature and coagulation, 

Mrs. 's throat swelled enormously for some weeks 

after this narrow escape, which was indeed providential. 

The following case presents an instance of the enor- 
mous sums spent in these baneful articles by labouring 
people. 

The, subject of this notice was bom on my district. 
The following conversation with him on his return to 
England, diseased and penniless, after between twenty 
and thirty years' absence, affords an affecting view of 
the effects of drunkenness. The poor fellow, it should 
be premised, was very respectful in his demeanour, and 
appeared keenly to feel his past sinful follies : — 

Miss. — " Wiere did you go when you left Eng- 
land?" 
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Stephens. — " To. the United States, in the Ameri- 
can, your reverence. Then I went whaling." 

M. — " Where did you return to from your whaling 
voyage?" 

S.— « To New Bedford." 
. M. — " How much did you hring back as wages P" 

S. — " About sixty pounds." 

M.— « How long did that last you ?" 

S. — " Not long," (jerking himself up ;) " I may as 
well tell the truth. Oh yes ! — about a fortnight." 

M.— " "What did you drink chiefly ?" 

S. — " Brandy and rum. I liked champagne — ^treated 
everybody." 

M. — " Did you go to New Holland from the United 
States ?" 

S. — " Yes, and went from there to the coast of New 
.Guinea for sandal-wood and tortoise-shell in a cutter ; 
capital wages, first-rate. We went ashore for water, 
and the sailors left aboard thought they'd like to come 
ashore too, so they left the vessel at anchor ; when we 
come back she was gone swamped." 

M. — " How did she get swamped ?" 

S. — " Oh ! the natives watched us all ashore, and 
went and plundered her, and swamped her. They're 
very treacherous, them New Quineans ; they is canni- 
bals, too ; they killed one of our men.'* 

M. — " Have you been shepherding in Australia?" 

S. — " No, not shepherding, but hut-keeping. At 
that time the wages to a single man was thirty-five 
pounds per annum and rations." 

M. — " You used to come down to Sydney to take 
your wages, I suppose, as usual ? How often ?" 

S. — " Once a year." 
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M. — " How long would your wages last you at 
Sydney?" 

S.— " Not long," (shaking his head.) 
M. — ^^ How long did your money last you ? " 
S.— " About a fortnight." 
M. — " How did you spend it ? — ^in drink ?" 
S. — " Oh yes ! and the publicans, when you was 
drunk, would score you two for one. I wasn't robbed 
of it — oh no ! I've laid in the mud in Sydney streets 
all night, with notes in my pockets. I wasn't robbed, 
though. Drank it up." 

M. — " Did you stop ashore for many years ? " 
S. — " Oh no ! Went trading to the Cape, to the 
Isle of Erance, and from port to port in New Holland, 
Sydney, Adelaide, Hobart Town, Van Diemen's Land, 
and to New Zealand." 

M. — " Why, you might hare saved at least £800. 
Drank it all?" 

S. — " Oh yes ! When I was ashore, I went to the 
public-house and stopped maybe till eleven at night ; 
sometimes went back again by three in the morning — 
treated anybody — drank till it was all gone." 
M. — " How came you back to England?" 
S. — " Why, we went to the Isle of France, and 
there I was seized with this here complaint in my side. 

Went to the hospital ; Dr. said there was nothing 

the matter with me, but Dr. showed him better ; 

he examined my side, and squeezed it, and him and the 
other doctor talked together in their lingo — ^in course I 
didn't understand it — ^and then he see what it was. I'd 
nothing the matter with me till I came to the Isle of 
Erance (Mauritius). It's a shocking unhealthy place, 
always people being buried at Port St. Louis. They 
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asked me wbieh I'd like, to come to England, or go 
"back to New Holland. I said for England ; so they 
made an inscription as I wasn't able to work my pas- 
sage, and I came home in the ' Camatic,' (a fine ship;) 
but I didn't know what a poverty-struck place London 
had become." 

M. — " Why did you come to England ?" 

S. — " Why, I wanted to see my old mother and my 
friends ; and when I come I found her dead, and my 
relations dead too." 

M. — " You should have written to see if they were 
alive." I 

S. — " So I did, but I never got no answer." 

M. — " Did you get your letters back ?" 

S. — " Oh no ! I didn't put them in the post. They 
play such tricks with the letters. I used to sew 'em up 
in a bale of wool. I was put up to that by my mates." 

M. — " Do you know the cause of your disease ?" 

S.— « WeU, not exactly." 

M. — "It's the result of long-continued drunken- 
ness." 

S. — " Well, that's what the doctor said it was. So 
I suppose it must be so." 

This man remained some time upon my district, 
and became improved in health. He frequently sought 
my advice as a religious teacher, and acting upon what 
I advised respecting his drunkenness, resolved, he 
declared to me, to become a total abstainer. He was 
advised to get out to Sydney, where he was weU- 
known, as soon as possible, and obtain a hut-keeper's 
place as far up the Bush as possible, because the fur- 
ther from Sydney the more difficult is it to obtain 
alcoholic drinks. "Ay," said he, "I shall take your 
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reverence's advice ; it's for my good it is ; and you're 
lucky to me. When I was out of reach of the cussed 
drink, I did very well' I did, soher and solid as you 
may say." This poor man, J. S., could neither read 
nor write, and was one of those reckless sort of sailors 
who are at the mercy of every rogue — full of the 
drollest sayings imaginable, and, poor wretch! full 
also of misery. From the condition to which his liver 
had become reduced, if he recommenced drinking I 
should consider he would very soon die. 

He appeared pleased to receive instruction respect- 
ing his soul. I pray it might have produced more 
conviction of sin than was apparent. 

I give the case simply as illustrative of drunkenness 
being as great a bane to our colonies as to the mother- 
country. 

I could, did the dimensions assigned to this work 
permit, relate various other instances of enormous 
individual expenditure in drink. One sailor, who 
voyaged to the Arctic Circle with Sir John Eoss, 
informed me that after a whaling voyage he spent 
sixty pounds in a few days. At the time he men- 
tioned this circumstance he was a member of a Tem- 
perance Society. 

As respects the duties on alcoholic liquors, we 
remember that they are to a large extent consTuned in 
the punishment of crime. A very different sum also 
to eleven millions sterling annually would suffice for 
poor's-rates, but for the drinking usages of the lower 

orders. 

The national energy requisite to shake off this in- 
cubus is to be derived from but one source — the pre^ 
valence of vital Christianity, The only true security 
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for a m&n's sobriety is his spirituality. All real bless- 
ing abides secure only under the wing of Jesus : — 

** There is no hope for a sinful earth, 
Nor can there ever be, 
Save in that new and heavenly birth 
That fits for eternity." 

Delirium tremens is a very affecting disease pro- 
duced by drunkenness, with which I have repeatedly 
met. The delusions attendant on this horrid disease, 
which is a malady of common occurrence to drunkards, 
are really numberless. One eminent medical writer. 
Dr. Qrindrod, in " Bacchus," thus sums up the con- 
comitants of this terrible disorder : — 

j" Pale countenance, weakness, languor, emaciation, 
want of appetite, coldness of the hands and feet, cold 
moisture over the whole surface of the body, cramp in 
the extremities, slow pulse, giddiness, nausea and. 
vomiting, with extreme anxiety about the most trivial 
circumstances, combined with frightful dreams, are 
among the most prominent of these painful and dis- 
tressing symptoms, which stamp the character of this 
disorder, and mdiccnte its auful approach, 

"The mind becomes indescribably harassed with 
phantasies of the most hideous and unnatural descrip- 
tion. Objects most calculated to produce loathsome 
and horrifying feelings, keep the unfortunate sufferer 
in a state of inexpressible disquietude and anxiety. 
At one period, for example, they imagine disgusting 
vermin to be creeping about the body; at other times, 
dangers of an appalling description are looked upon 
as holding out prospects of momentary destruction ; 
while the most alarming suspicions are entertained 
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even of those who, under different circnmstancds, were 
esteemed as valued relations and friends." 

" To produce this condition of the system," says 
Dr. Grindrod, " it is not necessary that an extreme 
degree of intoxication be superinduced. It is not 
unusual for individuals to he capable of attending to 
the concerns of life with some degree of propriety, " 
and yet be in such a state that at some favourable 
opportunity this terrible disease shall suddenly display 
itself in all its terrific characters. By some medical 
writers, delirium tremens, has been considered as 
* forming a sort of connecting link between mania and 
fever.'"* 

Parties labouring under this chastisement for their 
sins, I have observed to be quite sensible that delu- 
sions by which they were infatuated were delusions, 
and yet, as one expressed to me, " they seem as strong 
as if they were real." The hallucination of snakes 
crawling about the person, and dogs gnawing the 
joints, is not an uncommon form of delusion under 
which such sufferers labour, and the sleeplessness and 
mental misery induced I have observed to reduce the 
system deplorably. One person who came under my 
notice was remunerating a man to sit up with him, as 
he felt so horribly inclined, he said, to commit suicide; 
whilst thus guarded he kept a bottle of gin under his 
pillow, and in frequent use I 

The delusions under which he laboured were of a 
most extraordinary character; the sufferer was worn 
to the bone by sleeplessness and agony of mind. He 
was persuaded to abandon all intoxicating drinks, and 
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in the course of several months became an altered 
man. 

One scene of morbid imagination previously present 
with him, he described thus : — 

"There, as I lay in my bed, no sooner were my 
eyes closed, than the room seemed filled with beings 
of the most horrid appearance ; they were searching 
all round the room, and talking to one another ; all 
appeared to have some design upon me ; I heard one 
flay, * He'll soon be dead ; we shall soon have hirti with 
us;' then a large black horse came tearing down 
some hills, making straight for the bed, whilst I trem- 
bled, and the perspiration ran oflT me." 

In the day he was harassed by the most extraor- 
dinary delusions, as he walked, as he- sat, everywhere. 
A man of much muscular power, he was being worn 
to a skeleton, and to the weakness of a child, beneath 
the effects of this terrible result of sin. 
, Dr. Macnish, an eminent physician of Glasgow, in 
his "Anatomy of Drunkenness," states his opinion 
that patients who die of this malady generally die in 
convulsions. One person, whilst expiring in the throes 
of delirium tremens in my presence, produced a series 
of the most unearthly sounds I ever heard. 

How true the maxim of Seneca,— 

'* Ebrietas est ToluntariA insania ! " 

And there is wisdom in the words of one from 
whom we cannot always quote, — 

*t The leprous distilment : whose effect 
Holds such enmity with the blood of man, 
That swift as qiiicksilver it courses through 
The natural gates and alleys of the body j 
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t And with accnned person it doth infect 
^ The wholesome blood." 

And above aU, in the words of Inspiration, — " Wine 
is a mocker, strong drink is raging, and whosoever is 
deceived thereby is not wise." 

With the exception of the public professions, the 
great mass of mankind know comparatively so Httle 
respecting the ailments of their fellow -men, that it 
may be supposed the terrible disease to which we have 
alluded is a rarity in medical practice. This is, how- 
ever, very far from being the fact. 

Delirium tremens is one form of temporaay derange- 
ment resulting from intemperance, and is apt to merge 
into confirmed mania. Insanity in general is also 
closely connected with intemperance. In a recent 
speech, the Earl of Shaftesbury remarked first upon 
the impoverishing, and next upon the maddening 
efiects of strong drink, as follows : — 

" I don't know whether you have seen a little trea- 
tise published some time ago by my friend Mr. Porter, 
of the Board of Trade, called Self-imposed Taxation^ in 
which he showed that the working classes spend annu- 
ally on beer, spirits, and tobacco, no less a sum than ' 
£50,000,000 sterling per annum. Just imagine if the 
half of this £60,000,000 were used by the working 
classes for the improvement of their worldly condition, 
the improvement of their dwellings, the education of 
their children, in elevating amusements, and in making 
a store for an evil day — ^would not that go &r to place 
the working classes in a position very different in the 
social scale to that now occupied by that body ? 

'' Not to dwell longer on that, let me go to another 
point: and here I speak of my own knowledge and 
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experience, for having acted as a Commissioner of 
Lunacy for the last twenty years, and acting as Chair- 
man of the Commission during sixteen years, and 
having had, therefore, the whole of the business under 
my personal observation and care; having made in- 
quiries into the matter, and having fortified them by 
inquiries in America^ which have confirmed the in- 
quiries made in this country, the result is that fully 
six-tenths of all the cases of insanity to be found in 
these realnls, and in America, arise from no other 
cause than the habits of intemperance in which the 
people have indulged." * 

This is an appalling statement. Some explanation 
is necessary ; on turning to the Statistical Tables of 
the Commission, a . cursoiy glance, I find, might lead 
the reader to suppose this speaker greatly mistaken. 
He will find fifteen per cent, only set down to intem- 
perance. But it will have to be carefully borne in 
mind that these returns are scarcely intended for the 
non-professional reader ; were they so intended, con- 
siderable additional explanation would be needed. 
Thus, a certain per centage will be found to be attri- 
buted in those tables to the following causes : — 

1. Vice and sensuality. 

2. Hereditary predisposition. 
8. Bodily disorder. 

4. Moral causes. 

It is evident the excessive use of alcoholic liquors 



• Lord Shaftesbury's speech at Manchester Town Hall, Mon- 
day, November 24th, 1851, for establishing a Society for the 
better regulation of public-houses, and other places of entertain- 
ment. — Becotdf Ndfcemher Zlth, 1851. * 

m2 
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muBt have shared very largely in the production of 
insanity, under each of these heads. This is not to be 
regarded as an hypothesis — ^it is an undisputed fact. 
Upon each of these causes about fifty per cent, is gene^ 
rally attributed to intemperance, (rather more,) which 
makes the statistics quoted quite unexceptionable. 

American statistics we have consulted foUy tally 
with this view. 

The second Annual Eeport of the Worcester 
Asylum, Massachusetts, gives per cent, as follows : — 
Intemperance, 56 ; ill health, 18 ; family troubles, 11. 
Dr. Carter, of the Philadelphia Infirmary, states that 
no Idss than 145 cases of delirium tremens were 
admitted iu six months. The institution at Baltimore, 
one of its physicians. Dr. "Vyrigl^t, says, received from 
sixty to seventy cases annually. But during the last 
few years the progress of the temperance movement, 
especially m the JSTorthem States of the American 
Union, has been so marvellous that a great change 
has come over this state of things. In the JSTew 
England State of Maine on the seaboard, which 
embraces an extent of 35,000 square miles, the 
retail of all descriptions of intoxicating liquors is 
absolutely interdicted by law, except by the apothe- 
cary. The Statistical Report on the sickness and 
mortality of the troops ia the "West Indies, 1838, 
returns delirium .tremens at upwards of fifty per cent, 
on all cases admitted. In British Guiana, the same 
oflSicial report, in another section, gives upwards of fifty 
per cent, to delirium tremens also. The same per 
centage applies likewise to the Bermudas, given in 
another Report.* 

* Dr. Carpenter, Examiner in Physiology in the Uniyereity 
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As will be seen by the late Mr. Porter's pamphlet, 
already referred to, the annual expenditure of the 
working classes on intoxicating liquors (beer and 
spirits) and tobacco is £50,000,000 annually. 

Many costermongers upon my district could have 
been independent in their old age — as costermonger- 
ing was formerly a very lucrative business — had they 
not consumed vast sums in intoxicating drinks. But 
the word of God is fulfilled in them, " The drunkard 
and the glutton shall come to poverty," Prov. xxiii. 21. 
Numbers of old people, not in a workhouse only, 
because they prefer semi-starvation with the open 
air, (to which they have been so much accustomed,) 
have said to me, " Yes, sir, that's right, we had our 
chance, and was fools, and now we feels it." This 
has, of course, afforded me an excellent opportunity 
to open man's state by nature as a sinner to them, 

and to point them to the Eock of Ages.* 

J 

of London, has written a work, which obtained a prize of one 
hundred guineas, on the " Use and Abuse of Alcoholic Liquors." 
Mr. Gilpin has published this Prize Essay at a very low price, 
and it may be consulted as a popular physiological treatise on 
the subject, with great advantage. With it should also be read 
the concluding portion of " Bacchus," (a Prize Essay,) by 
Dr. Q-rindrod. If the reader has not perused this really gigantic 
literary effort, he will find it well worthy his attention. 

* The late J. Poynder, Esq., then Under-Sheriff of Middlesex 
and London, remarked, (see Parliamentary Evidence on the 
Police of the Metropolis, 18L7,) '* The evil of driuking lies at 
the root of all other evils in this city, London, and elsewhere. 
I have long been in the habit of hearing criminals refer all their 
misery to this source, so that I now almost cease to ask them 
.the cause of the^ ruin." 

The late Mr. Wontner affirmed that ** ninety-nine out of 
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With a person to whom I. trust I have been made 
useful, I held some time sincS the following conver- 
sation. His narrative respecting a companion in 
debauchery is very illustrative of the "great gain" 
attendant on godliness :-^ 

" If," said I, " you had converted to a good use that 

money you have spent in drink, Mr. D , your 

declining years might be cheered by independence." 

"Mr. Vanderkiste," said my poor fiiend, "my 
mind is ill at ease. I lay on that humble pallet on 
the ground, and" (the tears starting in his eyes) " I 
can't sleep." 

Poor man ! there is and has been, to my knowledge, 
much benevolence in Mr. D. I have known him to 
feed the hungry and take the houseless beneath the 
shelter of his roof. Benevolent, but a great drunkard. 
I prevaQed upon Mr. D., by God's assistance, to 
abstain for some time. 

How it fares with him now I know not, as he has 
removed I know not whither. I assured him on the ' 
occasion of my last visit, that if he was resolved to 
seek the salvation of his soul through the merits of a 
crucified Redeemer, and avoid strong drink, he might 
anticipate better days. Adding, that religion, which 
includes sobriety, effected great and beneficial changes, 
not only in men's morals, unspeakably the most 
important consideration of course, but in their worldly 
circumstances. 

Said my poor firiend, Mr. D., "I have known that, 

too ; there was my old friend F ; there's an 

instance." 

every hundred prisoners that came to Newgate, committed their 
orimes in consequence of intemperance." 
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I inqtdi'ed the particulars respecting E. 

" Why, sir," eaid he, " F. is a shaver, like me. IVe 
known him for many a year ; old acquaintances we've 
been, and pot companions. He certainly was an 
awful character, and his wife, too. I think th^ greatest 
dnmkarck lever knew. Never do .1 recollect to have 
gone to his house without seeing either a bottle of rum 
or gin on the table. For years and years I knew them, 
and they went on just the same, beggared and poverty- 
stricken, not an article scarce in their place for use. 
They were regularly done up at last. Well, sir, I lost 
sight of them for some years, but since I had to give 
up my shop," (sinking his head on his chest — it was 
through his habitual drunkenness,) ''and was wan-, 
dering about starving, trying to obtain employment, I 
went into one very handsome hairdresser's shop over 
the water, amongst others, to ask if they wanted a 
man. Well, I was surprised 1 who should answer me 
but F. 'Bless me!' says I. Well, sir, we stood 
looking at one another ; and at last, said he, (pointing 
round,) * You see me very, differently situated to what 
I was.' Well, sir, I humm'd and ha-ah'd, for I didn't 
know what to say. 'It was different, indeed,' said 
Mr. 1)., lifbing up his hands and eyes impressively, 
^it was different!* * Yes,* said Mr. F., *you see me 
very different to what I was.' Well, sir, he asked 
vnQ into the parlour, nicely furnished, and introduced 
me to Mrs. F., and she wasn't like the same woman. 
They seemed quite pleased to see me, made much of 
me, and, said Mr. F., * I'm sony I don't want a man, 
for I manage all my business myself; but I'm going 
to Eamsgate for a week, for the benefit of my health, 
and if it's worth your while to come for a week, D., 
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db.' Well, sir, it turned out somebody had persuaded 
him and his wife to turn religious and teetotallers, 
and there thej were in a shop and business worth 
£60 or £70 to come into. I engaged to take the 
place for a week, and gladly ; and before he went, 
* Now, Mr. D.,' said he, * there are one or two things I 
have to say. I allow no spirits, or beer, or liquor of 
anj^ kind, on no account into this place.' 'Very 
well,' said I, * there's an end of it.' * And another - 
thing,' said he, 'I do no business on the Sunday ; all 
shut close. I pay you for a week just the same ; but 
9ix da/ya is my week^% work now.* Well, sir, they were 

both members, I found, of Chapel ; and that 

week I seemed almost in heaveTi. His wife lused to 
talk 80 as would do anybody good to hear — no 
hypocrisy-but bo changed ; prayer night and mom- 
ing. Well, sir, when Mr. F. came home, of course 
there was no further occasion for me, but he gave me 
£1, besides my board and lodging, for the week's 
work ; and, says he, ' D., I do wish I wanted a man 
for old acquaintance sake, but you see how it is, I 
don't ; but whenever you are this way, don't fail to 
look in and do as we do.' " 

The following is a painful reminiscence of my boy- 
hood days, but it is full of instruction : — 

When quite a youth, being extremely fond of music, 
I occasionally attended a London G-lee Club of a very 
superior character. Several singers of note attended 
this club, which was conducted in a very respectable 
manner. It was strictly private, and admission was 
given only to members j who had the, privilege of 
introducing a friend. All improper conversation or 
drunkenness was strictly prohibited; and the chair- 
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man, an intimate firiend of my own, was empowered 
immediately to call to order, and, if necessary, to 
order out of the room, any party so offending ; but 
this arrangement was never, to my knowledge, en- 
forced. It was frequented only by those who, to 
use the phrase, liked a quiet song and an hour's con- 
versation. I never heard a lewd word or saw a person 
become drunk there. So very respectable was it con- 
sidered, that my schoolmaster, whose well-known 
establishment was distant but a few yards from the 
quiet inn, in the assembly room of which the meetings 
were held, has sat opposite me, smoking his cigar and 
drinking his glass of wine and water, without its being 
considered any bad example for him to do so. Pro- 
bably this club was more dangerous to many, who 
would have been repelled by grosa debauchery, on the 
very account of this respectability. It served as a 
keen edge of the wedge to initiate many into vice. 
This effect was produced in a variety of ways. Profes- 
sionals, who gratuitously attended here, of course 
expected the members to take tickets for their benefits. 
Other benefit tickets were introduced for sale, and a 
theatrical acquaintance was formed by many through 
this means. In short, numbers of men were ruined by 
attending this introduction to vice, vindicating flie 
necessity of avoiding the very " appearance of evil," of 
keeping from the edge of the boimdaries of sin. 

About this time the Almighty laid his hand heavy 
upon me, and said, " My son) give me thy heart," in 
louder tones than he does to many, and pleaded with 
me by terrible things in righteousness. My taste in 
singing and music underwent a chcmge^ and I lost sight, 
for many years, of these acquaintances. 
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I was induced, however, some time gince, to make 
inquiries respecting them, wishful to have a little spiri- 
tual reasoning with them. One I found was in 
Kewgate, a convicted felon, awaiting ia'ansportation, 
and was walking ahout hehind two rows of iron bars 
in the midst of murderers and felons. His sad story 
is soon told: l^eatrical, and acquaintances of a like 
idle character — gamblers — could not be kept up 
without greater expenses than could be met by his 
situation in the City and the house of trade he carried 
on d^. Fever p^cedes in&.mination ; BUch is the 
pathology of disease ; and it is equally true that the 
circumstances we have named — expenditure beyond 
income — do in general conistitute the precursors of 
embezzlement, forgery, etc. If people would but argue 
respecting sin as they do respecting everything else, 
how much crime would be avoided ! " Have any of 
your theatrical or gambling acquaintances come to see 
you in Newgate ?" said I. " WeU," said he, " I must 
own not one, and I take it exceedingly kind of you to 
do so, and shall read your book, you may depend upon 
it," as I handed, a copy of Doddridge's "Rise and 
Progress" to the warder for him, who sat in front of 
the bars like the keeper of a wild beast den. " But 
for the glee club, etc.," said I, " you would probably 
not have been here." He pressed his head against the 
bars, and gave me a look, as I turned away, such as I 
shall not readily forget. The last I heard respecting 
two other attendants at. this club was their bankruptcy 
under, I fear, far from creditable circumstances. But 
the point under the particular head of this chapter to 
which I wish to draw especial attention is, that I am 
sorry to find the moderation of many of the members 
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of that glee dlub has since merged into liabitual and 
ruinous dnmkenness. I met some time since, one who, 
by his patrician politeness, obliging disposition, talents, 
and voice, was quite the soul of that club. He was 
one of those men whose engaging d^meanottr makes 
them your firiends at once. I should say in dress he 
was a model of neatness and gentility. How altered 
now ! a haggard, care-worn, dirty, threadbare drunkard 
stood before me, lounging along with one hand in his 
pocket. His moderate — very moderate — drinking of 
years had merged into disgusting habitual intemperance, 
and the steady hand that could once but I for- 
bear — could now develop that gift of beauty no more. 
His affairs had gone to wreck and ruin. Two others 
had become drunkards and madmen, and I could much 
enlarge, but space forbids. 

There was one who used to smg the wicked song :-* 

" Q-aily now my moments roll, 
Whilst I quaff the flowing bowl ; 
Care can never reach the soul 
That deeply drinks of wine." 

Care reached his poor soul — ^he went mad, and died in 
the flower of his days. 

How true the lines of Prior : — 

" Memory confused, and interrupted thought, \ 

Death's harbingers, lie latent in the draught ; 
And in the flowers that wreath the flowing bowl, 
Fell adders hiss, and poisonous serpents roll." 

" Look not thou upon the wine when it k red, when it 
giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself 
aright. At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth 
like an adder," Prov. xiiii. 31, 32. 
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In various instances murders Have taken place 
upon my district through strong drink, not indeed 
with that rapidity to make the perpetrators amenable 
to the law, but various women have died so bruised 
that there could, I apprehend, be little doubt of 
their deaths having been much accelerated, and in 
several instances caused, by ill usage. Mutilation, 
broken limbs, etc., are of very common occurrence. 

Many very narrow escapes from instant destruction 
have taken place. I will mention one : — 

After a prayer meeting on my district I requested 
an aged &iend to accompany me to an immoral house 
I was endeavouring to break up — and shortly after- 
wards succeeded. The proprietors were persuaded to 
be lawfully married, and afterwards left the neigh- 
bourhood. On entering the court, we heard a furious 
altercation and struggling taking place in Mr. M.'s 
room. On entering, a very sad scene presented 
itself, jyir. M. was drawn up at one end of the room, 
and was Uvid with rage. Mrs. M. was drawn up at 
the other, the blood running down her face. Both 
thoroughly exhausted by fighting, were taking breath 
preparatory to a fresh onset. Mr. M. was induced to 

accompany us to his father's in Court. Mrs. 

M. says, "I shall always consider you prevented 
mischief, maybe murder, by coming in just then, and 
God sent you, for I was looking for a knife just then ; 
you know," said she, "my skull being fractured, I'm 
mad whem I'm drunk." When sober, both are ex- 
tremely qidet, inofiensive, and hard-working people. 

It is admitted by Christians of all shades of doe- 
trine, that mankind cannot always perform all the 
wickedness they intend; but for this the world would 
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long since have been an aceldama — my district more 
sanguinary than many localities. I can attribute the 
absence of hundreds of murders to nothing else than 
the providence and restraining hand of Gk)d amongst 
these people. 

Until the rise of the temperance movement, during 
the present century, the use of beer, or wines, or 
spirits, was considered as necessary to the maintenance 
of health and vigour as our daily food. 

Being partaken of as necessary diet, and presenting 
a marked and melancholy distinction in their action 
' upon the human stomach to water^ the nattiral beverage 
of man and other mammalia anvmaU, as well as all 
animals of all orders, all endstences with which we are 
acquainted, above, around, and in the waters tmder the 
earth, this has Become the finiitful source of intem- 
perance. 

A certain quantity of wholesome food, in general, 
stiUs the monitions of hunger, and more food then 
becomes repuUi/oe to the stomach. 

But the action of alcohol is very different. 

As. Dr. Johnson is recorded to have remarked to 
Mrs. Hannah More, when solicited to take a little 
wine after his dinner, "Ah, child! I can't take a 
little, ^^ 

JSTot being a natural beverage, the human stomach 
does not instinctively furnish any sure monition when 
danger of intoxication is commencing. 

The eating of two, or, perhaps, by a hearty and 
healthy person, three slices of animal food, does not 
beget any desire for more ; but in the mass of man- 
kind, the action o^ alcohol upon the stomach is con^ 
timtalltf to induce desire for additional stimulus. 
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Meat is not palatable after sufficient has been eaten, 
except in certain morbidly craving condition^ of the 
stomach ; but the appetite of the wine-bibber increases 
at eveiy draught. 

Many uninformed minds, too, formerly were far 
from imagining even the excessive use of alcohol 
inimical to health. 

A publican, who had by excessive drinking bloated 
his system to an enormous size, once declared to me 
I was entirely mistaken in my views : " What hurts 
people," said he, ^'.is mixing their brandy with so 
much water ; the water preys on the stomach. I," said 
he, '' can drink twenty tumblers of brandy and water 
during the day, made stiff; but people have so much 
water mixed with the brandy, that it naturally preys 
on their insides." 

Well has Milton said — 

** O madness ! to think the use of strongest wines 
And strongest drinks our chief support of health ! 
When God, with these forbidden, made choice to rear 
His mighty champion, strong above compare, 
Whose drink was only firom the limpid brook.*' 

Such delusions, however, have now little hold upon 
the public mind comparatively ; the s£n of drunkenness 
is now, therefore, the greater. In the providence of 
G-od a great temperance reformation has progressed 
during the past twenty years. The total abstainers 
in England and Wales are numbered at one million, 
and a half, principally labouring people. In one iron 
foundry^ with which I was acquainted, exactly two- 
thirds of the hands employed were total abstainers^ 

The Messrs. Chambers have furnished a very excel- 
lent tractate i:q>oa this subject, entitled '^ The Tern* 
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perance Movement." The document, also, entitled 
"The Medical Certificate,'* is signed bj fifteen 
hundred medical men, including the heads of the pro- 
fession, declaring in the strongest manner the &r 
worse than uselessness of all intoxicating drinks in 
health — beer, wines, or spirits — under any circum- 
stances. However those drinks may whip the system, 
they add no strength to it, but, on the contrary, 
dehUiiate. 

I cannot omit here to state my personal acknow- 
ledgments to Dr. Balph Barnes Grindrod, ll.d., for 
the perusal of his admirable prize essay, " Bacchus,*' 
a perfect encyclopsBdia upon this subject, needing 
indeed no feeble commendation of mine. That work 
has, perhaps, by its extensive circulation both in this 
country and in America, obtained the highest com* 
mendation it could possibly receive. Parties who 
might not feel themselves equal to the study of so 
learned and voluminous a treatise, would do well to 
peruse the Eev, Benjamin Parsons' "Anti-Bacchus," 
a ffreat literary effort, but smaller in compass. These 
two works, the circulation of which has already been 
very extensive, descend with their authors to posterity 
as national blessings. 

They will, I venture to assert, possess monumental 
niches in the hearts of the wise and good until time 
shall be no longer. 

In all those happy instances in which I have ob« 
served temperance to take the place of habits of 
intoxication, the change has only been efiected, under 
Providence, by following out the advice of a great 
genius, who well observes, " Evil habits are so far 
£rom growiQg weaker by repeated attempts to over* 
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come them, that if thej are not totaUj sabdned, every 
struggle increaaes thear strength; and a habit opposed 
and TictoriouB is more than twice as strong as bef(»e 
the contest. The manner in which those who are 
weary of their tyranny endeayonr to escape from them 
f^pears, foy the event, to be generally wrong; they 
try to loose their chains one by one, and to retreat by 
the same degrees as they advanced; but before the 
deliverance, can be completed, habit is sure to throw 
new chains upon the frigitive. Nor can any hope to 
escape free but those who, by an effort sudden and 
violent, burst their shackles at once, and leave her at 
a distance."* 

The only influence, however, we remember, that 
can be depended upon to enable man to do this, that 
can emancipate m^i from the thraldom of sin, is '^ the 
fear of the Lord," which is ''to depart from evil." 
That fear — ^that blessed fear — ^which comes upon the 
cardess soul suddenly, perhaps, like '' the voice of a 
great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and 
as the voice of mighty thunderings." Ohl glory be 
to the G-iver of that fear ! There is omnipotence in 
its wings — onmipotenoe to overcome all ob^f^des to 
piety and peace. Whether it so comes, or whether it 
steds o'er the soul noiselessly like the day-break, 
there is onmipotence in that fear; and beneath its ' 
influence, the long-formed evil habits of a life are 
uprooted, like the tall trees of the forest before the 
breath of the tornado, or withered aud scattered, like 
the oak before the shaft of the lightning. 

Besistlesdy aud omnipotently that fear comes, and 

* Dr. Samuel Jolmson. 
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evil is before it but as the roUing thing before the 
whirlwind, or the dew before the sunbeam, or Satan 
before the mighty power of G-od. 

Oh! send that loved fear, blessed Saviour, into 
every soul of man ! 

Surely among men who view human nature in the 
aggregate is the City Missionary. Imagine him 
plunging into the depths of some apparently inter- 
minable neighbourhood of gordian-knotted courts and 
alleys, from day to day. He has opportunities indeed 
of studying human nature ; and he finds that 

*' Lawless and unrestrained, the human race 
Kushes through all the paths of wickedness." 

Traces of grace received are few and far between — 
" Oases in the moral desert rare." 

The pious reader will, I doubt not, feel affected by 
the case of poor B — B . 

My acquaintance with B — B commenced about 

four years since, in one Prying-pan AUey. Here she 
was a terror to many. She always reminded me of 
the fabled accounts of the Amazons. She was of 
colossal stature, and a fiery red complexion. I have 
seen her, little more than half-dressed, her long, coarse, 
jet-black haii^ streaming almost to her waist, sally 
forth from her room, maddened by drink, and, armed 
with a long broom, daring the whole court to combat. 
Surely, if ever any case appeared almost hopeless, it 
was hers. 

I shall not conceal that I felt afraid of her. 'Not so 
much afraid of her, however, as of suffering her soul 
to change worlds without warning ; but I expected to 
be knocked down; and although it would not hay« 
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been the first time I have been knocked down, tbat i» 
not, after all, a matter to which a man becomes per- 
fectly used and reconciled. But B — B never 

knocked 'me down; she has insulted me; but her 

broom she reserved for Mrs. and others, wha 

furnished themselves with brooms to match. B — 

B , fierce as she was, at last appeared to listen to 

my warnings as the warnings of a friend, and per- 
mitted me, when she was sober, to read and pray with 
her ; but her drunken habits continued the same. 

It has been already stated in this chapter, that we 
succeeded in forming a Total Abstinence Society — one 
of the earliest members was this woman. Many 
drunkards — sweeps, costermongers, dustmen, etc. — 
joined, and became reformed characters. I shall not 
soon forget sitting, on the platform at a tea festival of 
this our Society, at which about two hundred persons 

were present, and seeing B — B and a dozen or 

twenty others handing the good things of this life 
about with the most astonishing activity. " Mind 
yourselves, gentlemen!" said one, (who has spent a 
guinea a week in drink when costermongering was 
better than it is now,) handing a huge teapot down to 
the boilers, and calling out, " More water, you there !" 

Mrs. B also was indefatigable in handing round 

the cake and bread-and-butter ; the rest were equally 
alert in attending to the comfort of the party ; and 
it was a pleasant sight. 

But something better remains. B — B not 

only became a teetotaller, she became also 2i, frequenter 
of public worship; and I can almost see her now, 
sitting with her arms a-kimbo. Not a word uttered 
by the speaker escaped her. Well, she saved money ; 
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she was well-dressed ; she relinquislied Sunday trading ; 
she attended my meetings, and the big tears have I 
seen roll one after another down h^r cheeks, as I dis- 
coursed concerning the love of Christ; and no one 
who saw her and knew her would doubt but that 
they were tears of the right sort. 

Mrs. B could neither read nor write ; but could 

pray^ and she Md pray. She prayed for mercy. Her 
pray^ was answered ; and she could soon talk about 
her blessed Saviour — €md mean what she satd, too — as 
weU as if she had been at college, and better than 
some can who have been there. 

It were well could we end here, but we cannot. She 
went on well for a long time ; and then, alas ! a shadow 
eame over her heart. That shadow was pride ; a dark 
shadow, come when and where it n^ay. She bought 
trumpery, in the shape of trinkets, rings, etc., and dis- 
figured herself with them — a vanity not confined to 
the lower orders of society — a vanity that does not 
always bow its farewell to the proud spirit even at the 
entrance to the tomb.* "Pride," however, "goeth 



• The foUowiHg is an instance : — 

" Among the noticeable personages buried in this part of the 
nave (Westminster Abbey) is Mrs. Oldfield, the actress, who 
was buried in a very fine Brussels lace hood, a Holland robe 
with a tucker, and double ruffles of the same lace, a pair of new- 
kid gloves, etc. — circumstances which Pope has made the most 
of in his lines :^ ^ 

" * Odious ! in woollen, 't would a saint provoke,' 
(Were the last words that poor Narcissa spoke.) 
* No, let a charming chintz and Brussels lace 
Wrap my cold limbs, and shade my hfeless face 

n2 
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before destrucidon, and an haughty spirit before a 
faU," Prov. xvi. 18. 

B — B very soon became as bad, or, if possible, 

worse than ever. Nearly the last time I saw her alive 
was one night : she was drunk, and had risen from 
her bed to fight with a sweep's wife. Her face was 
partly covered with blood, and a crowd of coster- 
mongers, thieves, etc., were looking on. I made my 
way through the mob, and, approaching her, requested 
she would follow me in-doors, leading the way to her 
room; and, after giving her suitable, exhortations, I 
left. Scarcely, however, had I cleared the adjoining 
court, when, as I afterwards found, the fray was 
renewed. Shortly afterwards I was sent for to visit 

Mrs. B , and was informed that she was dying. 

I found her very ill ; and she cast up such an awful 
look in my face when I spoke to her, that I felt almost 
chilled. She cried bitterly. 

Preferring drink to food, and being unable to obtain 
both, she had gone without nourishment until the cold 
had so struck her that she sank down — to die ! 

She appeared truly penitent, but possessed with an 
awful dread that her soul would be lost. On ques- 
tioning her closely, however, I discovered so much 
reliance on Christ, as to prevent me from deeming 
hers a hopeless case. "If you perish," said I, at 

One woiild not| sure, be frightful when one's dead ! 
And — Betty — give this cheek a little red.' '* 

KnigMa London. 
It is well observed, that some of the tombs in the old Abbey 
are remarkable only for the fact that the parties they comme- 
morate should ever have been buried there. 
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last, "will you perish at the foot of the cross?" 
^Tes!*' said she, with an agony of earnestness. 
" Non^,^* said I, " ever perished thereJ* Pointing to 
her fatherless child, (for she was a widow,) she made 
me promise, with the resistless eloquence of a dying 
mother, more perhaps than I should ever have been 
able to perform had the boy lived. She had a few 
more hours to spend on earth. My prayer that night 
was the last prayer I was permitted to make for her. 

B — B is dead, and her child too ! 

The effects of alcohol in firing the passions, and 
leading to murders and various impurities, are evident 
to all ; there are also large connections between the 
vice of drinking and other evil practices, which are 
not perhaps so obvious. Gambling may be named as 
an instance:— 

The gambling houses of London (called " hells^^) 
until lately exceeded all the other establishments, 
even the club houses, in their stock of wines. There 
is a close and almost inseparable connection between 
gambling and drinking. Crockford's, in St. James's 
Street, cost in erection nearly £60,000. The furnishing 
of this establishment cost m addition £35,000. Its 
cellar contained wines to suit every diversity of taste. 
It was kept by Crockford's son, and was valued at 
£70,000. It measured 285 feet in length. It is a 
melancholy reflection that the erection and furnishing^ 
including wine eellar, of one London gamhlvng house, 
should have exceeded, hy several thousand pounds, the 
whole sum in donations a/nd subscriptions received ty the 
London Oity Mission for the evangelization of London 
during the whole sixteen years of its existence I Oh i 
may G-od our Saviour have mercy on this sinful city ! 
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The author of the " Great Metropolis," hy whom 
the above statistics aie famished, further states that 
in this wine eeUar, independently of innumerable 
hogsheads, the number of bottles on the shelyes 
amounted to 300,000. He was at a loss to know how, 
with only 750 subscribers, (the subscription, more- 
over, being only twelve guineas per anniun, in addition 
to an entrance fee of twenty guineas,) Crockford could 
afford to give superb suppers in the saloon to those c^ 
the members who chose to partake of them, wUkout 
any additional charge. The matter, however, was soon 
explained. ''With regard to those who enter the 
hazard room, I saw at once the policy of phfvng them 
with the ehaiceet teinee, and with a sufficient quantity 
of them, because," he adds, " ' when the wine is in, 
the wit,' according to the proverb, * is sure to be out ;' 
and men are then, of course, in the best of all possible 
conditions to risk their money, and to play too in 
such a way as is most likely to result in their losing 
it." Woe be to the man who is found at a gaming- 
table! 

There are also peculiar affinities between infidelity 
and drunkenness. We do not now so much refer to 
those general affinities which must exist between infi* 
delity and every form of vice^ but rather to infidelity 
as developed in its literature, by which the public 
mind has been so extensively poisoned. 

Thomas Paine is well known to have been a man of 
low, debased, drunken habits, and in aU probability 
wrote portions of his " Age of Beason" under the 
influence of his cups ; otherwise we conceive a man of 
Paine' s shrewdness would never have been so far over^ 
come, as to have written those numerous palpably 
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absurd passages whicli Bishop Watson has so well 
refuted, and which even Paine, with all his general 
shamelessness of character, could not afterwards plau- 
sibly defend. However this may have been, and not to 
refer to living examples, the author of the wretched 
" Don Juan," etc., may be named. Mr. Leigh Hunt 
states that ^^ Don Juan was written umier the influence 
of gin cmd water ^ In an epistle, addressed to his pub- 
lisher, [Mr. Murray,] he, LordB.,acknowledges the stem 
necessity for reform. He says, " About the beginning 
of the year (1819) I was in a state of great exhaustion, 
attended by such debility of stomach, that nothing re- 
mained upon it ; and I was obliged to reform my * way 
of life,' which was conducting me from the yeUow leaf 
to the ground with all deliberate speed. lam better 
in health and moralsJ*^ Again he says, " The third act 
(of "Manfred") is certainly (then, we regret to say, 
follows an awful expression) bad, and, like the Arch- 
bishop of G-renada*s homily, (which savoured of the 
palsy,) has the dregs of my fever, during which it was 
written." This fever appears, according to his state- 
ment, to have followed those excesses in which this 
unhappy being indulged at Venice in 1817. The fol- 
lowing passage exhibits how strongly those conditions 
of mind, which led him even to doubt whether, he had 
a soul, and gave so unhapjJy a current to his writings, 
were connected with habits of intemperance : — 

" Feb. 25th, 1831. — Came hom6 — ^my head aches — 
plenty of news, but too tiresome to set down. I have 
neither read, nor written, nor thought, but led a purely 
animal life all day. I mean to try and write a page 
or two before I go to bed. But, as Squire EuUer says, 
* My head aches consumedly : Scrub, bring me a 
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dram !' Drank some Imola wine, and some pnneli. . . . 
I got out, and mixing some soda powders, drank them 
oflP. . . . Returned to bed, but grew sick and sore once 
again. . . . "Woke, and was ill all day. .., I re- 
marked in my illness the complete inertion, inactiony 
and destruction qfmy chief mental faculties, I tried to 
rouse them, and yet could not — ajstd is this thb bottii?" 
Well has Fresnoy said, — 

" To temperance all our liveliest powers we owe, 
She bids the judgment wake, the fancy flow ; 
For her the artist shuns the fuming feast, 
The midnight roar, the baochanaliiui guest." 

Had Lord Byron Uved naturally, and not stultified 
and deadened his mental powers by a life of debauchery 
and excess, would his intellect, otherwise capable of so 
great things, ever have inquired, "-47w? is this the soul?^^ 

He says in another place — " Wrote more of the 
tragedy. Took a glass of grog . . . and scribbled and 
scribbled again; the spirits (at least mine) need a 
little exhilaration, and I do not take latulanum now as I 
used to do, so I have mixed a glass of strong waters 
and single waters, which I shall now proceed to em- 
ploy. . . . The effect of ale, wines, and spirits upon me 
is, however, strange. It settles, but it makes me 

GLOOMY."* 



* The following is the Medical Certificate referred to in a 
previous page ;— 

" We, the imdersigned, are of opinion — 

" 1. That a yeiy large portion of human misery, including 
poverty, disease, and crime, is induced by the use of alcohoUo or 
fermented liquors as beverages. 

'* 2. That the most perfect health is compatible with total 
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To those gloomy misantliropic hours, the result of 
licentiousness and intemperance, when dissatisfied with 
himself and all around, and yiewing all things through 
a distorted medium, are we to a large extent to ascribe 
the infidel folly and licentious rhyming of this un- 
happy man. How far removed this state of mind from 
that blessed serenity religion gives ! — 

" Contentment makes e'en little more, 
And sweetens good possest ; 
Whilst faith points out the hliss in store, 
And makes us doubly blest." 

The next case is a truly hopeful one : — 
The first occasion on which I remember to have seen 
Mr. C, a costermonger, who resides upon my late dis- 
trict, is rather more than five years since ; he was on 

abstinence from all such intoxicating bererages, whether in the 
form of ardent spirits, or as wine, beer, ale, porter, cider, etc., etc. 

" 3. That persons accustomed to such drinks may with per- 
fect safety discontinue them entirely, either at once, or gradually 
after a short time. 

'' 4. That total and uniyersal abstinence from alcoholic liquors 
and intoxicating beverages of all sorts, would greatly conduce to 
the health, the prosperity, themoraUty, and the happiness of the 
human race." 

Among the names appended to this testimony will be found 
those of Sir J. Clark, Bart., Physician to the Queen ; Bichard 
Bright, K.D., P.B.S., Physician to the Queen; John Forbes, 
H.D., P.B.S., Physician to the Queen's Household, etc. ; Sir B. C. 
tBrodie, Bart., Sergeant-Surgeon to the Queen, etc. It is most 
pleasing to see the very eminent names of those who have 
meritedly reached those distinguished posts, appended to this 
most important document, and the avowal they have made does 
them great honour. We do not, however, observe a single name 
appended to this document, that we should esteem not equaUy 
in a position to judge in the matter. 
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that occasion eztrnnelj intoxicated, and could scarcelj 
stand, He said, '* I understand, sir, you are our new 
missionarj, what has come to instruct us poor crea- 
tures, and I'm worry happy to see you, sir, for we 
wants to be instructed bad enough." I thanked Mr. G. 
for his kind expressions, and said I wished to have a 
little private conversation with him ; but he kept &U* 
ing upon me, and his breath was also so exceedingly 
oftensive, that it was impossible to proceed with my 
endeavours to benefit him. I said, '* If you will allow 
me, Mr. C, to rest your back against a wall, I think 
you will be more at ease, and we can converse more 
pleasantly." I led Mr. C. to tiie wall of a house, and 
placed his back against it.* 

Under such circumstances it might have appeared 
to some minds almost useless to endeavour to com- 
municate instruction. Of course it would have been 
far preferable to have reproved him for drunkenness 
when sober, but I could not feel certain he might Hve 
to be sober, and tos hold our own lives, too, for no 
definite terminable period, but are tenants at will, I 
therefore deemed it proper to attempt to convey to 
him some Christian instruction on that occasion, 
respecting the physical, moral, and spiritual evils con- 

* The Spartans oC old, w^ are informed, were in the habit of 
making their slaves drunk, in order to exhibit to their children 
the degraded and contemptible aspect indnoed by intemperance; 
«nd yet so rooted and grounded hare the nations of the earth 
become in such habits, that instead of exciting horror with the 
multitude, the hapless sight of a fellow-creature, shorn of strength 
to stand, and reason to converse, by intemperance, is ridiculed 
and laughed at, and eren gives a theme to the gambols of little 
children, and a character to plays and pantomimes. 
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nected with the Bin of intoxicatioa. Considering his 
case worthy of especial notice, attention was directed 
to his instruction in a particular manner, and I ulti- 
mately wad enabled to induce him to become a total 
abstainer. His case has hopefully progressed, and he 
remaias a staunch temperance man yet. He attends 
the public worship of Gk>d with exemplary regularity. 
In his years of drunkenness he was altogether a 
stranger within a place of worship; he has totally 
abandoned Sabbath trading, and commenced fiamily 
prayer. Mr. C, unfortunately, can neither read nor 
write, but his eldest son, educated at our Bagged 
School, reads the chapter^ It may be truly said <^ 
himself and family, '* Now has salvation come to this 
house." 

Mr. G. has, for a considerable period of time, been 
of great assistance <to me ; forward in every good word 
and work. He has induced various drunken persons 
in these courts and alleys to join the Total Abstinence 
Society. This man was formerly a great drunkard, 
spending by hia own admission occasionaUy as much 
as £2 per week in intoxicating liquors, and even a 
larger sum. 

Mrs. C, who was formerly far from a sober woman, 
has also become a staunch total abstainer, and appears 
also in a very hopeful state of mind. 

It is ascertained from official documents that not 
less than forty-five millions of bushels of malt, (about 
one-seventh of the grain produced in Britain,) are 
annually consumed in the manufacture of intoxicating 
liquors. Tor the produce of this quantity of grain, 
more than one million of acres of land are required. 
The judicious Paley pertinently observes: — "From 
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reason or revelation, or from both together, it appears 
to be God Almighty's intention, that the produce of 
the earth should be applied to the sustentation of 
human life. Consequently all waste and misapplica- 
tion of these productions are contrary to the Divine 
intention and will, and therefore wrong, for the same 
reason that any other crime is so ; such as destroying, 
or causing to perish, great part of an article of human 
provision, in order to enhance the price of the re- 
mainder; or diminishing the breed of animals, by a 
wanton or improvident consumption of the young. 
To this head may also be referred what is the same 
evil in a smaller way, the expending of human food on 
superfluous dogs or horses ; and lastly, the reducing 
the quantity, in order to alter the quality, and to alter 
it generally for the worse, as the distillation of spirits 
from bread and com." * 

I could much enlarge instances of usefulness amongst 
drunkards, for which I offer unto God thanksgiving, 
but space does not permit. 

The City Mission lays down no rule upon the sub- 
ject of total abstinence. Its requirements respecting 
the profession and teaching of Trinitarian Christianity 
are inflexible as the solid rocks, but with matters on 
which Christians differ it seeks not to interfere. Total 
abstinence is left to the unfettered consciences of its 
Missionaries. Some of the oldest Missionaries of the 
Society, such as Hilder, Jackson, "Walker, and others, 
are staimcJi total abstainers, and about half the general 
body of Missionaries. 

Having been for many years a total abstainer from 

* Pale/s Moral PhilosopTty^ book iL chap. ii. 
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intoxicatiiig liquors, I have foiind it an immense advan- 
tage to be enabled to ^ay to drunkards, not simply 
"Abstain as I advise,*^ but "Abstain as I do." The 
dimensions of this work, however, require that the 
chapter should be concluded ; this may well be done 
in the words of the friend of Wilberforce and relative 
of one of our illustrious women, Mrs. Fry — I allude 
to the late Joseph John Ghumey : — " It is an excel- 
lent thing to accustom children and young people to 
total abstinence from fermented and therefore intoxi- 
cating liquors. This abstinence becomes easy, and 
even pleasant, by habit, and it leaves both mind and 
body in a cool and favourable condition for all the 
functions and duties of life. It plucks up one of the 
most fruitful seeds of all manner of evil, or, to change 
the metaphor, it lays the axe to one of the most 
vigorous roots of the * corrupt tree.' So long as we 
never use intoxicating drinks, we are, of course, secure 
from the danger of abusing them ; and when we con- 
sider, how large, how varied, how insidious that danger 
is, it seems to be the part of wisdom to teach our 
young people whoUy to avoid it. I well know that 
much allowance must be made for the long-formed 
habits of persons who are advanced in life ; yet when 
we consider how vast a multitude of oiu* fellow-men 
are daily falliiig a sacrifice to intoxicating drink ; when 
we behold the awful thronging of the workhouse, the 
madhouse, and the jail, which is the ascertained effect 
of such drink ; when we carry our views further, and 
think of the myriads, nay, millions, whom alcoholic 
beverages have been the means of plunging (as we 
have every ijeason to believe) into the bottomless 
depth of everlasting ruin — we are assuredly furnished 
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with ample reasons for entirelj disnaing tiiem. So 
fiur as our example can operate, let it operate on the- 
safe side. Under these dicumstanees, I am compelled 
to acknowledge — ^what, until of late jears, I was yerj 
imwiUing to admit — that the apostle's principle of 
action fnllj applies to this great suhject — ^ Destroy not 
him wifch thy meat for whom Christ died' . . . ^ for 
meat destroy not the work of Qod ... it is good 
neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor anything 
wherehy thy brother stombleth, or is offended, (<rjcoy- 
ioKiirrai,) or is made weak,' Bom. xiv. 15 — 21."* 

These are sentiments the writer has for many years 
cordially endorsed. 

* TicuffhU <m SabU and Diseiplme, Fouth Editi<»i, 1847. 
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CHAPTEE VI. 

TltB CBIMINAIi POPTJLATIOW. 

The character of crime in England has, daring the 
lapse of ages, undergone considerable alteration. 

By the presence of a dense population, by the 
cultivation and habitation of former forests and wastes, 
no organised banditti can here' lurk unmolested as in 
former times, in wild spots and hiding-places known 
only to themselves, or to a sparely scattered peasantry, 
their willing or awed accomplices. 

We know nothing of the systematic and daring 
brigandage of Italy, the ladrones of Mexico, or the 
banded Indian depredators of the western wilds. 

But in former ages England was far differently 
situated. There was a period when a wolfs head was 
current coin in payment of taxes. In the twelfth 
century the historian Fitzstephen, alluding to my 
district and its neighbourhood, speaks of fields and 
meadow land. " There are excellent springs," says 
he, " at Clerkenwell, etc., visited by the youth of the 
City when they take their walks of a summer's 
evening." Sokes or seigniories, also, abutted on my 
district, such as Castle Baynard, or the soke of Lord 
Pitzwalter, close to the Fleet Ditch. Criminals were 
protected on these sokes from the arms of justice. 
Thus London was divided " into a number of little 
feudal principalities, over which the owners respec- 
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tively exercised their cherished powers." There was 
no organised police in those days, capable of bringing 
several thousands of men to bear upon one spot in the 
spac^ of an hour. * The civic force was quite inadequate 
to the maintenance of order ; and as a last resort, we 
read, the great bell of St. Paul's was wont to be tolled, 
a signal that the city was in danger &om lawless 
violence. 

In 1595, London was placed under martial law, 
chiefly on account of the irrepressible tumults of the 
London apprentices. 

In passing on to notice the general state of society 
in the metropolis during the last half of the eighteenth 
century, we find the old-fashioned burglaries, with the 
robberies and rogueries of the highway, Mzere stiU 
perpetrated. A walk out of London after dark was 
by no means safe, and therefore at the end of a bill of 
entertainment at Bellsize House, in the Hampstead 
Eoad, St. John's Wood, there was this postscript, " For 
the security of the guests, there are twelve stout 
fellows, completely armed, to patrol between London 
and Bellsize, to prevent the insults of highwaymen 
and footpads who infest the road." 

To cross Hounslow Heath or Finchley Common 
after sunset was a daring enterprise, nor did travellers 

* On let of January, 1852, the number of persons belonging 
to the Metropolitan Police Force was 6,649. One inspecting 
superintendent, eighteen superintendents, one hundred an4 
twenty-four inspectors, fiye hundred and eighty-seven sergeants, 
and four thousand eight hundred and nineteen constables. The 
total sum paid for the poHce in the year 1851, amounted to 
dH22,299. 68. 4d, The City Police in 1850 numbered five 
hundred and sixty men. 
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venture on it without being armed, and even ball- 
proof carriages were used by some.* 

As a striking illustration of the former condition of 
these suburbs, I iftay mention that being in one of the 
prisons for the purpose of seeing a prisoner I had been 
requested to instruct, and conversing with one of the 
turnkeys upon religious matters whilst waiting, 
another party, ' connected I believe with the prison, 
entered, and joined in the conversation respecting 
prisons and prisoners many years since. "Ah!" said 
he, *^it is altered. I was doctor's boy to old Dr. 

, at Hounslow, and I recollect, one night, after 

dark, I was sent with a bottle of physic across part of 
the Heath. They hadn't taken old Jerry Abershaw's 
bones down then, and he was swinging away on the 
gibbet ; how I did run ! " 

Townsend, a noted Bow Street officer, said, before 
the Parliamentary Police Committee, in 1816: — 
" There is one thing which appears to me most 
extraordinary, when I remember in very likely a week 
there would be from ten to fifteen highway robberies. 
I speak of persons on horseback. Formerly there 
were two, three, or four highwaymen, some on Hoiin- 
slow Heath, some on Wimbledon Common, some on 
Pinchley Common, some on the Eomford Eoad. . . . 
As I was observing to the Chancellor at the time I 
was up at his house on the Corn Bill. He said, 
* Townsend, I knew you very well so many years ago.' 
I said, * Yes, my lord, I remember your first coming 

• See Oromwell*B " History of ClerkenweU," and Knight's 
" London." The reader is also referred to an extremely interesting 
and cheap little volume, published by the Religious Tract 
Society, entitled " London in Ancient and Modem Times." 
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to the bar, first in your plain gown, and then as king's 
counsel, and now Chancellor. Now your lordship sits 
aa- Chancellor, and directs, the executions on the 

4 

Recorder's report; but where are the highway rob- 
beries now?' And his lordship said, * Yes, I'm 
astonished. They used to be ready to pop at a man 
as soon as he let down his glass,' (that wa^ by bandit- 
ties.) * People travel safely now by means of the 
horse patrol that Sir Eichard Ford planned.'" 

At Kensington and other villages in the vicinity ot 
London, at the period to which Townsend referred, it 
was customary on Sunday evenings to ring a bell at 
intervals, to summon those who were returning to 
town, to form themselves into bands for mutual pro- 
tection as they wended their way homewards. Town 
itself did not afford security, for Q-eorge lY. and the 
Duke of York, when very Jroung men, were stopped 
one night in a hackney-coach, we read, and robbed, on 
Hay Hill, Berkeley Square. 

Cpnsidering the vast increase of the population, did 
a proportionate criminal condition exist at piresent, the 
security of life and property would be indeed imperilled. 
In the reign of Bichard II. the population of London 
was estimated at 37,000. At the present time the 
criminal population of London, including bad charac- 
ters of both sexes, may be estimated at least as doubling 
the total population in the reign named. This mass of 
villany of every description is only held in check, under 
Providence, by the presence of a most efficient police 
force. 

A pickpocket observed to me some time since, in 
the vulgar mode of speaking common amongst the 
lowest classes, " Lots of us turns honest now, 'cause 
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it's no go." Was this constabulary pressure upon the 
criminality of the metropolis to be withdrawn, a state 
of things would at once spring into existence which it 
is fearful even to contemplate, especially since the use 
of chloroform is now well known among thieves, and 
various desperate instruments have been invented to 
facilitate the commission of robbery and violence. 
The detective-police system is also well known to 
operate very beneficially. The following is an illus- 
tration : — 

A brother missionary of the Pield Lane District* 
and the writer, were in the habit of spending con- 
^derable portions , of time in the visitation of bad 
houses, by which many fallen females were reclaimed. 
On one occasion, three* females from one place of evil 
resort appeared so much affected by instruction and 
prayer, as to desire to be placed in an asylum. As 
they had no means of existence, and the workhouse 
would not receive them, it was determined to endea- 
vour to procure admission for them at once into 
asylums. At about ten o'clock on the following 
morning we left their wretched abode* in company 
with them ; but one had a bonnet, the others were so 
poor as to be unable to procure so cheap an article of 
dress. We walked with those three wretched females 
following us, from ten in the morning until six in the 
evening, seeking for them admission into various 
asylums, east and west of London, and we could 
procure admission for them, or even the promise of 
speedy admission for them, into none, 

I think it went very far to prove how anxious they 

* Mr. Tomkins, n6w a minister in Wisconsin, N. A. 

f In the notorious Sharp's Alley of the Newgate Calendar. 

o 2 



were for an asyhun, as the j walked nntil, to expTess 
their own language, '^thej were readj to drop/' and 
we were compelled to procore them rest and refiresh- 
ment. 

Thus foiled, they returned to their former courses. 

One was called by her companions, on fc^mer 
occasions — ^not then, for thej were extremely serious, 
but formerly — ** Oros9-eyed JSet.^* She has since been 
transported under the following circumstances. She 
was in Clapham Park at night, and an Inspector of 
Police stopped to make some remark to her, to order 
her to move on ; she had chloroform in her handkerchief 
and instantly applied it to the inspector's £eu^, who was 
immediately rendered incapable of resistance. She 
then robbed him of his watch, and was decamping, 
when two detectiye officers, who were on the other 
side of the hedge, at hand, immediately pursued and 
captured her. She was transported. 

Whilst exercising all due commiseration on behalf 
of a helpless class, we must beware of leyelling the 
distinction between yirtue and vice, and also of under^ 
valuing laws enacted against criminals, and punish- 
ments awarded to them. After all, the strong arm of 
tiie law is a terror to evil-doers, and a praise to those 
who do well, (Bom. xiii. ; 1 Peter ii. 14.) I am now 
speaking of the criminal classes as a whole, and of the 
preventive as well as punitive action of the law. Who 
can reasonably doubt that the great probabilities of 
detection are the means of preventing the committal 
of numerous murders, robberies, etc.? How many 
unprincipled men and women are only hindered from 
robbing their employers by the fear of detection and 
punishment! 
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As respects the classes already kabitualiy enminal 
in the eye of the law, and who subsist by plunder, ihey 
appear reckless ; repeated imprisonment and ultimate 
transportation I have found to be a type of their 
career. All I apprehend that can be done for these 
most difficult classes of the community is fully to carry 
out in prisons, — 

Discipline, 
' Classification, 

Employment, and 
Beligiovs Insj^euotiok, 
and to take care they are furnished, on leaving prisons, 
with some asylum which, if really so disposed, shall 
afford them a chance of obtaining a livelihood, by 
teaching them trades, or placing them, by emigration, 
where, on reformation, they -can gain their bread 
honestly. 

One of the most desperate 'criminals of late years 
was a young man named Cooper, who was executed 
for the murder of a policeman at /Highbury ; he also 
seriously wounded two other persons before captured, 
reloading his pistols vdth graas for wadding, as he was 
pursued across the fields^ a portion of the grass was 
found around the ball in the officer's heart. 

He had for some time infested the neighbourhood, 
and committed various highway robberies, his lair 
being Homsey Wood. On my appointment to the 
Cow Cross District I found his family resident there, 
and visited them for several years. His mother was 
so much affected by her child's untimely end, that she 
never appeared wholly to recover the shock it oc- 
casioned to her mind. She lias repeatedly shown me 
the Bible given to him by the Lady Mayoress, and 
cried. 
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I mention this man's case to illustrate the difficultj 
of parties who haye lost their character earning their 
living. Having been imprisoned various times, he 
became considerably known to officers of police ; he 
afterwards,! am informed, apparently wished to abandon 
the nefarious practices he had followed, and repeatedly 
obtained employment, and was dismissed again through 
constables informing his employers of his bad character. 
I wish it distinctly to be understood that I am very 
far from mentioning this as constituting any reflection 
upon the police, but it illustrates the point to which 
reference is made. 

The period of life to which the greatest amount of 
crime falls is between 15 and 20 years of age. The 
sum of crime committed at that period to the sum 
total is 6,236 to 25,107. Its proportion, therefore, is 
very nearly one-fourth of the whole. The juveniles, 
'^ aged 15 and under 20," form not quite one-tenth of 
the po{Hilation,.but they are guilty of nearly one-fourth 
of its crime.* 

These statistics are from a Blue Book, ''Tables 
showing the number of criminal offenders in the year 
1846, by Mr. Bedgrave, of the Home Office." Mr. 
"Worsley's £100 Prize Essay on Juvenile Delinquency 
contains many other statistics on the subject ; also the 
"Bagged SehoolUnion Magazine," May, 1850. 

As respects juvenile delinquents, we shall best seek 
to benefit this class by increasing Bagged Schools and 

* Let the Christian reader, who feels interested in the rechi- 
mation of criminal youth of both sexes, and who has pecuniary 
means at disposal, rejoice his or her heart, by communicatii^ 
with Lieut. Blackmore^ 27, Glo'ster Place, Oakley Sqiiare,.Gamden 
Q^own, London* 
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Bagged Infant Schools, and by disseminating amongst 
the p^trents a knowledge of Christianity, which, when 
it vitally impresses the heart, will lead them to bring 
up their children in the right way. 

Upon this affecting subject the Q-ovemment In- 
spectors of Prisons make the following judicious 
remarks, (10th Eep. Home Bis., Introduction) : — " It 
is well known that the principal causes which lead to 
the offences of criminal youth, may be tr^ed to the 
absence of parental care and control, their destitution, 
and from the want of early and proper training, arising 
from the extreme poverty, ignorance, and depbavitt 
of their parents and natural guardians. The pressure 
of indigence under which vast numbers of the poorer 
classes live — thp necessity of their toiling hard, early 
and late, for their daily subsistence — ^their unavoidable 
absence from home, and their consequent inability to 
prevent their children from having intercourse with 
bad associates — ^frequently preclude even the most 
honest and industrious from bestowing pn their families 
that attention which is indispensable to preserve them 
from criminal practices. But among the offspring of 
persons in the yet lower ranks of poverty, the tempta- 
tions to crime are still more powerful. The many 
thousands who, when they rise in the morning, know 
not where to find a meal for .the day, and who are 
therefore absorbed in the means of obtaroing a sub- 
sistence, can bestow no moral care whatever on their 
children, who necessarily become an early prey to 
their vicious propensities ; while it is needless to add 
of adult criminal offenders, that their children are from 
infancy systematically initiated into crime, and become 
trained to the practice of nearly every species of 
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iniquitj. From the last two classes emanate a large 
body of deserted or orphan children, who may be 
daily seen begging in the streets, or wandering about 
with no other object than that of plunder. They are 
frequently committed to an ordinary prison, where 
they are generally rendered worse by their confinement. 
On their liberation, being friendless, they resume their 
predatory habits, corrupting, or being stiU farther 
contaminated by those with whom they associate, 
until after frequent impi-isonments their career is 
arrested by transportation." 

In former years, the imperfect administration of 
laws appears to have been sought to be made up for 
by their severity. The tyrant, William I., to preserve 
his game, made it forfeiture of property and imprison- 
ment to disable a ivild beast, and loss of eyes for a stag, 
buck, or boar. Of these laws, the Eoman Catholic 
clergy were zealous promoters, and they protested 
against ameliorations under Henry HI. 

What, also, should we now think of a monarch who, 
like William the Conqueror, should level villages and 
add 17,000 acres to the New Forest, just to gratify 
his hunting propensities, and put out the eyes of an 
unfortunate poacher P If Government sought to pass 
a law so to torture even a murderer, the whole nationr 
would protest against it.* 

* What should we think of the curfew, summoning us to 
extinguish fire and light at eight in the evening ? 
" Oft on a plat of rising ground, 
I hear the fiir-off curfew sound. 
Oyer some wide watered shore, 
Swinging slow with sullen roar." 

Milton's H Penaeroso, 
And yet such was law until the reign of Henry I. Since that 
time, the eight o^clock evening bell has been a custom only. 
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Tbe foUowing is from Arnold's " Chronicle :"— In 
1278, these, (that is, " all the goldsmiths of London,") 
with " all those that kept the change, and many other 
men of the city, were arrested and taken for buying 
of plates of silver, and for change of great money for 
small money, [we presume, by recoining and giviug 
their own coia for the king's,] which were iadicted by 
the wards of the city ; and on the Monday next after 
the Epiphany, the Justices sitting at the Guildhall to 
make deliverance, that is to say. Sir Stephen of Pen- 
cestre, Sir John of Cobham, and other, which that 
these lust (pleased) to associate to them, and they 
were prejudged, and drawn and hanged, three English 
Christian men, and two hundred four score and twelve 
English Jews 1 " 

So late as the commencement of the present century, 
from the condition of our prisons, and the treatment 
to which prisoners were subjected, very little reforma- 
tory effect appears to have been so much as anticipated. 
The number of executions was immense. " I have 
seen," said one old officer to me, " fifteen men and 
women brought out at Newgate in one morning and 
hung up, some it appears upon very slender evidence." 
I have received most affecting accounts of the beha- 
viour of condemned persons previous to their execu- 
tion, who were afterwards proved to be innocent. The 
same old officer, whilst detailing some of such scenes 

Whilst, however, we repudiate the ancient curfew, we are 
Bounding a more Scriptural curfew, in the Early Closing Move- 
ment, which tells of injustice to over-burdened and over-toiled 
classes of shopmen, clerks, etc. The evil this movement seeks to 
remove is 2i flagrant injustice, and a disgrace to our cities and 
towns. 
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to me, was so affected that the tears came into his 
eyes. 

" I acted^" said he, " at one execution at Kenning- 
ton ; two were hung ; one dechii*ed to the very last he 
was innocent, and said it would be found he was after 
he was dead. . Well," said my informant, " it came 
out afber he was hung that he was quite innocent. I 
seemed to feel as if the man was speaking the truth, I 
had such an impression. I shall never forget it. The 
rope broke and let one down, and ^e had to get 
another and hang him up again, and there came on 
such a dreadful thunder-storm whilst we were turning 
them off, the officers was obliged to get under the 
gallows — one man was struck by the lightning. Thank 
the Almighty," said he, " they've got more careful 
since then ; them was horrid times," 

Thanks to our enlightened system of legislation, 
great improvement has taken place in the adminis- 
tration of our criminal code, and in proportion as vital 
Christianity makes its way in our country, may we 
expect to see greater improvements yet, and better 
still, a narrowing of the occasion for punitive institu- 
tions altogether. 

Bespecting the blood-money system, that is, the 
payment of forty pounds to per^ns aj^rehending and 
prosecuting to conviction highway robbers, coiners, 
and various other sorts of. delinquents, it amounted, 
obviously, to offering a premium for such evidence as 
would hang a man. Confederacies of miscreants were 
detected who lived by blood-money, amongst others, 
Vaughan, a Bow Street officer, with seven accomplices. 
Upon this subject Mr. Townsend, already referred to, 
said in his evidence : — i* I have, with every attention 
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that man could bestow, watched the conduct of various 
persons who have given evidence against their fellow- 
creatures for life or death, not only at the Old Bailey, 
but on the circuits Thej (officers) are danger- 
ous creatures; they have it frequently in their 
power (no question about it) to turn thpt scale, when 
the beam is level, on the other side — I mean, against 
the poor wretched man at the bar. "Why ? This, the 
thing called nature, says profit is in the scale; and 
melanchdy to relate^ but I cannot help being perfectly 
satisfied that frequently that has been the means of 
convicting many and many a man.. . . . "Whoever we 
may be, in whatsoever state we are placed, nothing can 
be so dangerous as a public officer, where he is liable 
to be tempted ; for, G-od knows, nature is at all times 
frail, and money is a very tempting thing ; and you see 
frequently that much higher characters than police 
officers and thief-takers, as tliey are called, have slipped 
on one side and kicked over places. 

" In those days, before the Police Bill took place at 
all, it was a trading busiuess ; and there was a Justice 
this, and Justice that. Justice Welsh in Litchfield 
Street was a great man in those days ; and old Justice 
Hyde, and Justice G-irdler, and Justice Blackborough, 
a tradiog Justice at ClerkenweU Green and an old 
ironmonger. The plan ttsed to he to issue otd warrants, 

and take up all the poor in the streets, and then 

there was the bailing them, 2s, 4J., which the magis- 
trates had; and takiug up a hundred girls, that 
would make at 2s, 4J., £11. 13«. 4t?. They sent none 
to jail, for the bailing them was so much better." 

I find it quite impossible to take any systematic 
view of our criminal population within the necessaiy 
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limits of this chapter. Having for a number of years 
devoted much attention to the subject, upon one of 
the head-quarters of thievery in the Metropolis, my 
materials would cover volumes, nor indeed would a 
considerable portion of those details be suitable for 
insertion in a work intended for general perusal. 

The principal causes of criminality I have observed 
to be : — 

1. Absence of pious parental example. 

2. !N'eglect of being taught some regular occupation. 

3. Difficulty of obtaining employment. 

4. Evil company. 

5. Idleness. 

6. Distress.* 

These heads would admit of many subdivisions. 
The first head I conceive to be the principal; the 
others arise to a great extent from that. The third 
head is frequently dependent on the second ; and the 
fourth, fifbh, and sixth, are greatly connected with the 
first abo. 

The promise of the Word of God is a very great 
one, '' Train up a child in the way he should go : and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it." During all 

• The following is the statement of N. G. Hart, Superintendent 
of the House of Refuge for JuTenile DelinquentB, New York :— 
*' Character of the parents of children received into the refuge. 
Parents who have heen in Bridewell, twenty-five ; penitentiarieB, 
six; State prison, two; intemperate, four hundred and one; 
houses of ill fame, nine." 

Out of six hundred and ninety children received, the parents 
of four hundred and one were drunkards. 

A remark of Chateauhriand has been much noticed : — In new 
colonies the Spaniards begin by building a church, the French a 
ball-room, and the English a tavern.^* 
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the most extensive Missionary experience I^llave had, 
with the opportunity of studying human nature to as 
large an extent perhaps in one day, as persons not set 
apart to Metropolitan Missionary work have perhaps 
in half the year, and having directed my attention to 
diligent examination with a view to the elucidation of 
this promise, the result I have found to be, that I have 
never discovered a single ease of ju/venile delinquency 
where the child had been the subject, from irfomcy, of the 
double teaching by precept and example in the wags of 
Christy at the hands of pa/renis, both of whom were 
evidently truly converted to God. 

I do not strain the promise so far as to believe such 
is never the case ; I simply state the result of systematic 
inquiry and studies of human nature, pursued most 
extensively for years, at no small pains. 

In the case of one juvenile delinquent, the mother 
was a very pious woman, but the fath^* a sadly dissi- 
pated character, and a great persecutor of his wife on 
account of her godly ways — ^but even here the result is 
most encouraging. The father was at last won to 
Christ by his wife's blessed example, 1 Cor. vii. 16 ; 
1 Pet. iii. 1 ; and the mother, who had prayed long and 
hard for her child, whilst dying was given to see the 
partial answer to her petitions. The following is a 
ftdler statement of the case : — 

P. J. associated with vagabonds and pickpockets, 
and although a mere child, not Sixteen years of age, 
had a companion in sin in a Q-ipsy girl about his own 
age. I laboured for the reclamation of this youth for 
some years, during which time, although he behaved 
very respectfully to me, never appearing at all angry 
at the stern things I repeated to him from time to 
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time, yet lie contmued to grow worse and worse, stop- 
ping out neaiij all night in company with tHe most 
abandoned characters. But during all this period it 
would appear mj instructions, and his pious mother^s 
prayers, (I incline to believe the latter more than the 
former means,) were producing much effect upon him. 
He; suddenly and remarkably threw up his eYil courses, 
and begged me to get him sent to Australia, saying, 
" Mr. Yanderkiste, I'm so linked in with gangs here, 
that if you aon't get me sent, I shall be transported 
I know." He was accordingly sent from our school. 
He wrote from Portsmouth as follows: — ^^ Qt)od-bye; 
give my respects to my chaps, (i.e.,, thieves, etc.;) 
thank Gtod, I'm out of it." 

He has written several letters from Australia, giving 
a glowing account of his temporal circumstances;* 

* The foliowing are not verb, et Ut. : — 

JforeA Uik, 1849. 
Dear Brother, — 1 hope this note will find you well and hearty, 
the same as it leaves me. I wish you were here with me to share 
what I have. I am getting from 30 to 36 shillings per week, and 
paying 12 shillings for board, lodging, and washing. I. hope 
Jane will come out.' I haye sent word to Mr. Yanderkiste to 
send her. G-irls are more wanted than men. I would advise 
you to come if you can. The dogs hve better here than men do 
at home. It is now Sunday night, and I am now going out for 
a walk round the houses, and have got a pound-note in my pocket 
• if I want it. I have no more to say at present. 

I remaui, your affectionate brother, 

Joseph Fssds. James. 

March 21sty 1849. 
Dear Sir, — I now take up my pen to write to you — it leaves 
me well and happy, and hope it will find you the same. Ade- 
laide is more inhabited than I thought it was. It is a fine 
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but he has yet, I fear, to learn in his heart the way of 
salvation. "We rejoice when the thief steals no more, 
because God has said, " Thou shalt not steal;" but 
" what shall it profit a man though he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul ?" We teach the 
world something more than heathen honesty. 

I was conversing with an aged woman upon my dis- 
trict, a member of a Christian church, and introduced 
the subject of the Divine promise now under considera- 
tion. ^ Her ease, I found, furnished a remarkable fulfil- 
ment of it : — 

" My father," said she, " was one of Mr. Wesley's 
preachers, commencing his labours towards the close 

healthy country ; there is plenty of mines in the conntry. Most 
trades are better paid for here than at home. My trade is better 
paid for: shoemakers are earning from 30 to 36 shillings per 
week. I am earning 30 shillings a week, and paying 12 shillings 
a week for board, lodging, and washing, and am domg very weU. 
I make bold to ask you to be my friend, to do me a kind favour 
to send Jane Martin out to me at Port Adelaide, and I will pay 
all expenses; there is not time yet for me to save the Inoney ; by 
the time that I have the means she might be here and earmng 
8 shillings per week, and by the time that she arrived I should 
have the money to pay for her passage. More young girls are 
wanted than men or boys. I hope the people in London have 
had a better winter than they thought they would. I hope the 
boys and girls of thi school are 'well, the same as myself. I hope 
my brothers and sisters are all' doing well, if not they h^d better 
come here if they can. I hope Jane can come ; I shall never be 
settled until she does come, and we are both together. I have 
no more to say at present. I shall write io the school in a week 
or two. I shall think you the best friend I have got if she can 
come out. I will pay all expenses. 

I remain, your humble servant, 

Joseph F. Jahes. 
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of Mr. "W.'s life ;" her mother was pious also. " There 
were seven of us," said she, " and we were aU uncon- 
verted. I have often heard father, in dependence on 
the promise, say, * Children, I believe the Lord will 
convert you all.' They were all brought to Grod but 
me," said she ; " one, and then another^ long ago, and 
several have died rejoicing in Christ. I have been 
changed only about nine years, to my sorrow be it 
spoken, but my father's faith was realized." 

I have found terrible ungodliness to prevail amongst 
the parents of juvenile delinquents. I cannot stain 
these pages with the accounts I could furnish. In a 
work intended for general perusal it is quite impos- 
sible to do so. I could not remember how many times 
my sleep has been hiadered, and my mind racked, by 
the catalogue of horrors which has come to my know- 
ledge during the day, or the tears I have shed over the 
remembrance of this arcanum of all that is imholy, 
unhappy, and wretched. After all that has been 
written and said, I feel fully persuaded that to the 
mass of the higher and middle orders of England it is 
yet an arcanum. 

I am very far from regretting that sleeplessness or 

that mental rack, or the tears shed. It may be said of 

such exercises, as frequently bodily pain may truly be 

referred to : — 

** The hours of pain have yielded good, 
That days of ease refused ; 
So herbs, though scentless when entire, 
Spread fragrance when they're bruised. 

" The oak strikes deeper when its boughs 
By furious blasts are riven ; 
And others' woes right felt — the more^ 
Fix Christian hearts <m heaven,** 
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But, too, for that mental exercise, and the prayers 
on behalf of these helpless ohjects to which it led, I 
should question the probability of the Almighty 
Saviour having given me the success in my mission 
which has attended it. 

The parents of thieves and loose females I have 
found to be ungodly persons, with but few exceptions, 
even in the case of either parent. I will fiimish one 
or two illustrations : — 

The two C.'s had long been thieves. The elder, 
I am happy to state, has, since writing this, relin- 
quished this evil course, and procured a situation. 
The parents were professedly Eoman Catholics, but 
paid little attention to that erroneous form of religious 
observances. The mother was a drunkard, and the 
father a man of dissolute ways also. The mother died 
suddenly from the cholera of 1849; the father was 
then aged about sixty. A niece, a girl of about nine- 
teen, came to wait on Mrs. C. in her dying illness, and 
the very morning following her death she announced 
herself as the new Mrs. C. The two sons, although 
thieves, and of course very bad characters, protested 
against this insult to their mother's memory, and were 
at once turned out* of doors. The father's work 
changing to a firm at Whitechapel, he removed there 
with his paramour. Shortly afterwards, she stripped 
his apartment, and ran away with another man. The 
wretched old man, on returning fix>m his work to bare 
boards, felt that " the way of transgressors is hard," 
Prov. xiii. 15. 

He returned one morning to the house upon my dis- 
trict, in which he had long lived, and where his wife 
had died, and after speaking to a lodger, went into the 

p 
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jajrd ; here he was found suspended by the neck to a 
hook in the ceiling, and so low was the outhouse, that 
in order to accomplish his purpose he had been obliged 
to double his legs backward ; he was, when discoTered, 
quite dead. 

The following is another instance of depravity in the 
parents of juvenile delinquents : — 

J. D. is a thief. His father lives unlawfullj with 
his mother, and also with one of her daughters bj 
another person. Here they had long been all huddled 
in one smalL room. The younger female, on the occa- 
sion of my last visit, had twins in her arms about a 
week old, the children of this man. 

I have no intention of presenting more of such truly 
revolting details. Yet these are our fellow-creatures ; 
we cannot sever the bond that unites them to us as 
feUow-men, for Qod " hath made of one blood all 
natious of men," Acts xvii. 26. 

They spring from one common birth, they sink into 
one common grave, and they have souls of priceless 
worth to be saved or to be lost. 

Children of tender age sent out to thieve ; to pass 
bad coin ; girls sent upon the streets by their wretched 
parents; mere infants taught by their parents that 
there is no God ; taught most abominable wor& and 
actions, and such ways laughed at as wit. I loathe 
the task of multiplying such details, in remembrance 
of which my soul is exceedingly sorrowful. 

The following are some particulars of labour and 
usefulness among the criminal class, selected from 
others : — 

P. D. is now nearly sixteen years of age. "WTienhe. 
first came under my notice he was about eleven. His 
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father worked for many years for an employer whose 
manufactory is situated near to my late district, until 
attacked by illness, which prevented his following any 
employment during three years, about the end of 
which period his disease, an internal tumour, termi- 
nated his Hfe. Mr. D.'s case I had the privilege of 
reporting at that time a« a very hopeful case of 
conversioti in sickness and death. 

During this protracted affliction, the family, con- 
sisting of six persons, was, as may readily be imagined, 
reduced to great distress. Poor P. D., a growing lad, 
suffered much from hunger; I have every reason to 
believe the whole family were frequently entirely 
destitute of food for a whole day, and sometimes for 
even a longer period of time. In this condition of 
starva^tion, young D. became a facile prey to a gfcng 
of accomplished trainers of young thieves, who are 
well known as infesting the neighbourhood of Clerken- 
well, and who waylay boys, make them large promises, 
and then take them out to steal. D. they declined 
making a pickpocket of,* but they trained him as a 
sneahanum, which means a shop and till robber. 

Before commencing this career of crime, he repeatedly 
applied to me to endeavour to procure admission for 
him to the Marine Society's list, saying he was starv- 
ing, and afraid of doing wrong. He was then about 
twelve years of age. I directed him to the Marine 
Society, not expecting he would be received, on 
account of his tender age, but just to satisfy him that 
I took an interest in his welfare. That admirable 



* To use the language of such wrefcched characters, " his 
forks were not fly enough" that is, his fingers were not suffi- 
ciently lithe. 

p2 
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Society, with every disposition to assist, was compelled 
to refuse Ms application, in consequence of his being 
so very much below the required height and size*^ 
He was kindly told to come again when he was four 
feet nine. He afterwards repeatedly came to me to 
be measured, desiring to be away from his evil com- 
panions; the last time he came to be measured, 
idthough a quarter of an inch below the standard, I 
wrote a note and sent him with it to the Marine 
Society, who placed him upon their list. 

Whilst on board the training vessel, the "Venus,'* 
(h.m.p*, a present from the Government,) at Wool- 
wich, he gave every satisfaction, and wrote me various* 
pleasing letters. One I subjoin : — 

Dear Sir, — i write these few lines to you to let you know i 
am quite well, and hoping to find you wdl i have been ill since 
i wrote to you last i thank you kindlj for Faying Mother^s 
expence and also for being so good for sending mee what i 
wanted Please to send me a answer to this as it is the 3 letter 
Please sir to look in the 27 Acts it is very interesting and also to 
read 107 Psalm i will gust give you a verse on the other side. 

Jesus lover of my soul 
' let me to thy bosom Fly 
while the nearer waters roll 
while the tempest shrills it eye 
hide me o my Saviour 
till the storm of life is Past 
Safe unto the heavens guide me 
O receive my soul at last. 

No more at Present from your humble Servant 

P D . 

Excuse me for me for bad writing as i was in a hiry. 

*' ' ■■--■-  ..^ -■    ■— - -■■■I — ■■—   . , . . ^ , ,■, ^ 

* This may appear harsh, but it is really very far from being 
BO. The Marine Society are compelled to adopt a standard. 
Below that standard, if they took lads, they could not obtain 
berths for them after they were trained. 
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Patrick went on board a collier, and I received from 
bim another epistle, dated Sunderland, which is sub- 
joined verb, et lit, : — 

. 11 fery 1851. 
Dear Sir i write these few lines to you hopeing to find you in 
good and mister wats and all the gentmen Dear sir I arrived at 
the port on thards last but we had very Bad wearther But the 
god wich commands the winds to that same god presaves the 
ship from danger and i trust that he will presalvs me forom hell 
Sir I was much pleased with your Books Sir i will alou my 
mother half pay my captain name is Willean gun and my ship 
name is the 13 

Bleave me to remain your afatun 

]? D . 

He afterwards went to Spain in the C . 



The career of crime in which this youth was in- 
volved, and not at the present time sixteen years of 
age, appears to have been a very daring one. He has 
given me account of fourteen robberies committed by 
him on tills and cash boxes. 

The reader will, I am sure, feel sorry to read -^hat 
follows : — 

I always dreaded his 'making short voyages, and 
returning every two or three months to this degraded 
neighbourhood, to be exposed at his tender age to the 
containination of his former evil associates. I regret 
to state he has fallen into temptation. It was my 
wish he should go on board a foreign vessel, bound 
for India or China, or the South Seas, and if to the 
latter that he should have remained there. To this 
proposition, however, his widowed mother would not 
consent, saying she should never see him again. The 
lad ^as quite agreeable to the arrangement I pro- 
posed, and I am very sorry it should not have been 
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carried out. On bis return from liis last voyage, lie 
laid out nearly the whole of Mb wages upon his mo- 
ther, and but for a long, and to him unfortunate delay, 
in his vessers obtaining a freight and being re-zinked, 
he would not have been exposed to the temptation by 
which he is at present ^ithralled. He is at present 
going on very badly indeed, cohabiting with a girl 
about his own age, and' appears wholly given up to 
dishonesty and all wickedness. Such is the influence 
of evil companionship upon the young. I have reason 
to believe strong driiik has had much to do with this 
sad change. J beg the reader to pray for him. 

It is found in the work of the London City Mission 
that success, under Providence, in tiie reclamation of 
such characters, is frequently- not unchequered by the 
interpolation of dark phases, and very mcmy eases, 
which have ultimately resulted in most marked emdper- 
nument spiritual reclamation, have previously repeatedly 
disappointed expectations formed, * 

An American poet well expresses the spirit in which 
the ^salvation of souls must be laboured for, whilst 
beholding the " fowls of the air" — 

'' A swallow in the spring 

Came to our granary, and 'neath the eaves 
Essayed to make a nest, and there did hrmg 
Wet earth, and straw, and leayes. 

*' Day aflbe£ day she toiled 

With patient heart, but ere her work was crown'dp 
Some sad mishap the tiny &.bric spoil'd, 
And dashM it to the ground. 

" She found the ruin wrought. 

But not cast down, foi^h from the place she fleW, 
And with her mate fresh earth and grasses brought, 
And built her nest anew. 
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'* But soaroely had she placed 

The last soft fidather on its ample floor. 
When wicked hand, or chance, again laid waste, 
And brought the ruin o'er. 

<' Bat stilllier heait she kept, 

And toil*d again ; and last night hearing calls, 
I look'd, and lo ! three little swallows slept 
Within the earth-made walls. 

" What truth is here, O man I 

Hath hope been smitten in its early dawn ? 
Haye doucU o'ercast thy purpose, trust, or plan ? 
, Have faith, and struggle on." 

A man who had neither this faith nor perseverance, 
would indeed be a very unfit person for the work of 
. the City Mission* 

The following is a cheering co&e of usefulness : — 

As respects the resideilce of M § , I can 

only point out that as being, by day or by night, 
anywhere that he considered fayourable to the com- 
mittal of robbery and mischief. Although at the 

present time but seyenteen years of age, S was 

long regarded as one of the most desperate and 
mischievpus young ruffians in this degraded neigh- 
bourhood, distancing in vice and profligacy his com- 
peers in crime of more mature age. His hardihood of 
constitution was such, that on cold nights he would 
come running up to me "to have a lark," barefooted, 
shirtless, and half-naked to the waist. He was a com- 
plete terror to many of the tradespeople in this neigh- 
bourhood, breaking windows and stealintg whatever he 
could lay hands on* A favourite amusement was that 
of seizing women by the feet as they walked along, 
going slyly behind them, ncMselessly, without shoes or 
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Btocldngs, and throwing them down. He was also 
addicted to getting drunk. He had been in prison 
numbers of times, once for robbery and threatening 
to stab; but blows, imprisonments, and whippings, 
appeared to produce no reformation whaterer in him. 

I several times thought I must have given him into 
custody, as he repeatedly threw bricks or a large billet 
of wood at me, and on several occasions I narrowly 
escaped. One night I was threading my way up a 
very dark staircase to visit a sick man ; as I approached^ 
a large drover's dog, a dangerous animal, came rushing 
at me from a neighbouring house. I suppose he knew 
me, as I succeeded in pacifying him, and I groped my 
way by the wall and baiiister up this dark staircase. 
It so happened something was 1^ violently fall over- 
head, and just at that moment my feet were seized in 
the dark. The people in the lower part of the house 
were, I suppose, out or a-bed, or they would have 
shown me a light. I providentially had hold of the 
banister, or I should probably have been thrown back- 
ward down stairs. I said, " Who has hold of my legs, 
because I mean to kick out?" and the hold of them 
was released. After I had completed my visit, on 

going down stairs, S was sitting at the door,* 

without shoes or stockings; no doubt he was the 
offender, although he denied it. 

S. attended our Eagged School, and appeared to be 
BO far influenced by the good instruction he received 
that he desisted from insulting his teachers, and 
behaved with a rough respect, and when I used to 

* The street doors of most of the houses upon xnj district are 
open day and night. 
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remind him of his former wickedness appeared ashamed. 
He owned he was a great sinner, and that he needed 
to be forgiven, and learned the Qospel plan of salvation 
by head, not ^et by heart. Observing me taking some 
pains with S., the costermongers and others have said 
to me, " Mr. Vanderkiste, you only waste your breath 
upon him." And one, a very sober, industrious young 
man, said, " Mr. Vanderkiste, you've got some boys 
off thieving, but I'll bet you a sovereign to a penny 
any day that you never do anything with that vaga- 
bond, he's beyond aU we ever see." The instruction 
he received, however, was further blessed, and he 
consented to enter the Marine Society. On making 
inquiries, I found he behaved much to the satisfaction 
of the chaplain and officers whilst training at Wool- 
wich, and shortly afberwards sailed for the East Indies, 
promising his widowed mother a liberal proportion of 
his. wages. 

Suc^ an alteration in this degraded youth is very 
encouraging. May he become truly converted ! 

It should not be supposed I have not other cases of 
usefulness amongst criminal youths to which I could 
refer — cases of great interest — but this portion of the 
subject must be closed. 

I shall feel very happy if these details have increased 
in any heart an interest in fallen humanity. Let us 
live for something. " Thousands of men," said the 
late Dr. Chalmers, " breathe, move, and live, pass off 
the stage of life, and are heard of no more. None 
were blessed by them — none could point to them 
instrumentally as the means of their redemption ; not 
a line they wrote, not a word they spoke, could be 
recalled — and so they perished : their light went out 
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in darkness, and they were not remembered moretlian 
. the insects of yesterday. 

" Will you thus live and die, O man immortal ? 
lA/oefor %omethmg. Do good, and leave behind you^a 
monument of virtue. Write your name by kindness, 
love, and mercy, on the hearts of thousands." 

" Seek iiot in Mammon'fl woFship, pleasure, 
But find your richest, dearest treasure, 
In Chnst, his word, his work, not leisure / 

The mindf not senae^ 
Is the sole scale by which to nieasure 

Your opulence, 

^ This is the solace, this the science, 
Life's purest, -.sweetest, best appliance. 
That disappoints not man's reliance, 

Whate'er his state { 
But el^llenges, with calm de&mcei 

Tiaw, fortune, fote." 
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CHAPTEE VII. 

THE OEIMINAIi POPULATION, 
fConcludedpJ 

This term, criminal papulation^ is, of coiirse, used in 
tbe popular signification, a,s referring to those persons 
whose deeds expose them to the penal action of the 
law of the land. 

We may not forget that we are all criminal before 
God, by natilre and by practice. 

Unhappy women form a class of the criminal popu- 
lation. Such persons, amongst the lower orders espe- 
cially, are usually thieves or the accomplices of thieves ; 
and there can be no question, but that amongst the 
higher order of women of the town, frequenting the 
"West Ikid of London, robberies are far more frequent 
than is supposed by some persons. A feeling of shame 
in many cases prevents prosecution, and in a very large 
number of instances, whatever moral proof might 
exist, legal proof to convict the thief would not be 
obtainable. 

My young readers, who would ifteditate correcthf 
respecting impurity, must associate it in their minds 
with all that is deadly, hateful, and miserable. 

My heart really sickens at the memory of the scenes 
I have witnessed : — 
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" A part, how small, of tiie terraqueous globe 
Is tenanted bj man ; the rest a waste — 
Bocks, deserts, frozen seas, and burning sands : 
Wild haunts of monsters, poisons, stings, and death. 
Such is earth's melancholy map ! But, far 
More sad t this earth is a true tnap of man. 
So bounded are its haughty lord's delights 
To woe's wide empire j where deep troubles toss, 
Loud sorrows howl, envenom'd passions bite, 
Bayenous balamities our yitals seize. 
And threat'ning fate wide opens to devour." 

Young. 

The following case is illustrative of the misery of 
sin in this class of the population : — 

In one small room in B — r- S lay three of 

these wretched women, and the aged sinner under 
whose roof they resided. All three were confined to 
their beds with malignant typhus fever, &M1wb» sent 
for to visit them. The person ^they lived with had 
formerly kept a rendezvous for young thieves and delin- 
quents, both male and female, in G-olden Lane, until 
the police, from the number of crimes associated with 
her den of evil resort, received, I believe, particular 
directions respecting her, and she was glad to leave 
the neighbourhood. She had pursued this mode of 
existence, I understood, for very many years. * 

One of the women found by me here had recently 
been discharged from prison, having been apprehended 
on suspicion of strangling a procuress whilst intoxi- 
cated, who was found dead with her in a cab. She 
was BO drunk as io be able to give, or at all events did 
give, little account of herself or her dead companion. 

The fever poison arising from these hapless women 
was so strong, that but for the fact of their being in a 
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dangerous condition, I should not perhaps have felt 
justified in remaining with them an hour at a time, 
reading and praying. But the circumstances of the 
case of at least one were peculiarly affecting, and 
interested me much. She was an orphan, and when 
about ten years of age exhibited an extremely wild 
disposition. 

Some pious persons who were Primitive Methodists, 
met with her, and for a time she " did run well," but 
afterwards entered upon a course of vice and profli- 
gacy. She was but seventeen years of age when I 
found her in this miserable abode, and during .the 
delirium of fever she would alternately sing hymns 
and utter pious expressions — the sunshine of her life 
was then passing before her ; afterwards in her deli- 
rium came the storm of her life — abominable songs, 
wretched expressions, the thunder and lightning of 
wickedness, such as she had sung and uttered in her 
darkness. 

The whole of these degraded women recovered to 
break the fervent promises they made me during sick- 
ness. The old hag died miserably. She was a most 
blasphemous creature, protesting that she knew her 
duty, and was as good a Christian as I was, and that 
she gave the poor girls shelter, because they had 
nowhere to go. She was well known to have lived 
by inciting children to crime for many years. 

During her dying illness — she was then eighty years 
of age — ^it was fearful to witness her movements ; some 
woman appeared to be haunting her imagination ; she 
would say, " Take her hand off my shoulder — ^loosen 
her gripe of me," and would move her head as if to 
' struggle with some one. I said to the miserable beings 
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present, " What does she mean?" One shook her 
head, and said, ^* She's gone through much wicked- 
ness, and perhaps some of it's haunting her — ifs some- 
tUng?^ This was an old acquaintance of her's, who 
appeared to me to know more than she chose to tell 
me. I mentioned the case to a pious person, who had, 
in former years, some slight knowledge of one of these 
young women. Himself and wife visited the wretched 
abode, and, perhaps unadvisedly, had their youngest 
child, about three years of age, with them. The poor 
little creature was so affected by the scene,' that she 
was quite deranged for some time, telling her mother 
to take the old woman away — she had been more 
attentively regarding her ways than was imagined. 

The bodily sufering endured by unhappy women 
is very great. For several years part of my Sabbath 
duties consisted in conducting two devotional services 
in two wards of an hospital devoted to this class. 
Some would be lying about "covered with sores," 
some dying — nothing to relieve the sad scenery but 
an occasional glimpse of a friend who had been distri- 
buting tracts and instructing them, and who would 
be leaving about the time my duties commenced. 

The shadows of evening were closiug on one occa- 
sion, and just as I had finished reading the chapter, I 
happened to glance my eye along the extensive avenue 
of the lazar house. I was really startled to observe a 
large black object crawling along the floor; another 
glance informed me that it wds a miserable sufferer of 
this class, who had, I afterwards found, lost the use 
of her spine Irf diaease, aiod waft erawling nearer that 
she might hear more distinctly '^tfae way of life." 
few decidedly of this class live to be old : ezposore 
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to mght air and damps, drinkennese, and disease, 
illustrate that ''the years of the wicked shall be 
shortened," Prov. x. 27. 

I recoUect the case of one young man^ who died at 
twenty years of age, through general habits of dissi- 
pation, and associating with such characters. I was 
visiting a place, the yery evil resort of housebreakers, 
thieves, and loose women, and was reading and reason- 
ing with the parties present, who received me very 
ciSlly, offering one of the only two seats in the apart- 
ment, which were two bushel baskets turned bottom 
upwards, and placed on each side the fire. 

I was informed that* P was dying in St. Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital, and wished to be visited, and they 
inquired if I would go and see him, begging me to do 
so. I of course consented, and repeated the .visit 
several times at the poor sufferer's earnest desire. 
Whilst with him he was extremely quiet, saying, 
"How beautiful! read some more, now pray, now 
read, don't go, can't you stop longer ? '* The sister 
of the ward said to me one day, " We think P. must 
be sent away, sir, and the doctors think so too.'^ I 
inquired the reason,- as the young man was evidently 
sinking fast, and was informed by the sisters and 
nurses, that although quiet and well-behaved whilst I 
was with him, a large portion of his time was spent in 
cursing and imprecating every one near him, and that 
the other patients' cases were likely to be badly influ- 
enced by such noise and tumult." 

I intimated that no doubt he was delirious^ but 
respecting this the attendants appeared very dubioufi. 
He died miserably. This youth's degraded history 
is recorded in the 7th Proverbs. And toe who read 
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«i]di details stand by fiuih. But for tiie grace of 
God, we should lire and. die in sin. JSewer wmj we 
forget— 

** Oo^Tt Spirit hath the diflfeiea ce made 
Between the Hwing and the dead; 
Thoa ool/y XiOfd, canst e*cr mepiie 
One ffiiigle pore or good dense. 
Lord, haste the time^ earth's wanderers call. 
And quicken and oonTert them alL" 

Among all the terrible cases of hmnan suffering and 
disease that haye been before me daring the past six 
years, I remember one possessing features diasimilar 
from the others. 

Its very name knells npon the ear more sadly than 
fnan^ a tale of woe — I mean a '' broken heart." 

Some persons imagine there is not really such a 
disease; but there really is, and of existence more 
common than is often imagined. 

The continued turmoil of passions and emotions of 
the mind, which disturb the heart's action, is capable 
of at least producing death, 

Qrrieff and excitement of mind attendant on grief, 
produce not un&equently a cessation of the circula- 
tion, and death — a broken heart. " 

I was requested on one occasion to yisit a person 
resident a few streets distant from my district, of 
whom I had no previous knowledge, but was informed 
she desired to be visited, and was extremely ill. I 
found her disease to be occasioned by mental anxiety 
respecting her children. 

Two daughters had become abandoned, and were 
deeply degraded in sin, and she said, as she lay on her 
bed, crying bitterly,' " they were breaking her heart.^^ ^ 
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The poor soul could scarcely breathe, and she placed 
her hand on her heart continually, declaring " it was 
hreahmg,^^ 

She was correct : it was. 

These two young women had left their home, and 
were tenanting a haunt of wickedness, which she 
named, situate near Golden Lane. "Do go," said 
she, " and seek out my poor girls ; let me get out of 
bed to go down on my knees to you to try and bring 
back my poor girls." Such entreaty was of course not 
to be resisted, — 

'* Mothers pleading for their offspring, have melted iron hearts, 
Where pity seldom dwelt before." 

" Eachel weeping for her children, and would not be 
comforted, because they are not," Matt. ii. 18. I 
asked her to be calm, promised I would endeavour to 
rescue her children, and, after exhorting her on soul 
matters, offered prayer, and left, to execute my com- 
mission. But she was an unconverted woman, and 
was depending more upon mere human effort to save 
her children than upon Q-od, and yet He alone could 
say to her, "Refrain thy voice from weeping, and 
thine eyes from tears : . . . . they shall come again 
from the land of the enemy . . . thy children shall 
come again to their own border," Jer. xxxi. 16, 17. 

Four years have elapsed, but I have yet poor Mrs. 

M vividly before me, writhing in agony on her 

bed, dissolved in tears, one hand pressed upon her 
heart, and calling wildly and almost frantically for her 
wretched daughters. 

It seems to be one of those enduring pictures thd 
Lord has engraven on my mind above others, to 
impress upon me the woes of my race. 
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I called upon an aged friend, who accompanied me 
on this errand of mercy, and some time af ler noon we 
walked towards Golden Lane. We found the obsenie 
alley to which we had been directed with some diffi- 
culty ; it was tenanted by abandoned charaeteia. We 

inquired if J M' was known there, and were 

directed to one door at which a young woman of 
degraded habits stood, who was nursing a child. 

On making an inquiry, we were received with folly 
and immodest demeanour, |nd were informed J. M. 
had been absent for two days. Whilst we stood eon* 
versing with this fallen girl, endeavouring to convince 
her of the error of her way, and lifting up our hearts 
to Ghod in prayer, she wd, '' Why, here comes Jane ;" 
and on looking towards the end of the court to which 
our attention had been directed by this remark, we 
observed a young woman dressed in black making her 
way towards us. " Is that ;f . M. ? " said I. " Yes," 
said this young person, '^ that's her^ sure enough." 
I said, '' We wish to speak with you privately ; let'ua 
enter." Some difficidty was raised, which we over* 
ruled, and were allowed to walk to the garret in this 
house of iU-fame, which we found to be rented by 
J. M. and by the young woman we had conversed witii 

at the door, and a third young woman named . 

It was with great reluctance we were permitted to go 
up-stairs, and these young persons appeared disposed 
to be insolent, but there was mercy in stcnre for them« 
When all were seated, my friend and myself occupying 
the only two chairs in the wretched apartment^ I* 
commenced giving J. M« some accoimt of the afflicted 
condition of her mother, and the promise she h^ 
exacted from me to make some effort for the reclamap 
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tion of herself and sisf er, (who waa still abseait.) I 
then read a portion of Scripture appropriate to their 
case, commenting upon it^ and called upon mj finend 
to pray. 

We paid as l^le attention as possible to the levitjr 
and illHBmothered laughter of these degraded outcasts. 
On rising irom our knees, mytfriend read another 
portion of Scripture, accompanied by suitable obser* 
Yifttiaiis, afber which I prayed. 

Disencouragingly as this interview commenced, it 
terminated far differently. One began to sigh ; and 
whilst I was sob^ly describing the condition of the 
lost in hell, their remembrance of slighted opportunities 
of turning from their sins whilst on earth, and a 
yariety of other affecting particulars connected witii 
ihat unalterable state of misery, they appeared mud& 
moved. We read and prayed with and exhorted these 
outcasts iminterruptedly,/^ three howr$, at the end of 
which time they i^ere totally subdued, and ready to 
say, '' Master, we will follow thee whithersoerer thou 
goest." 

They were willing, they said, to waiter a penitentiary 
at once. '^ But,^' said the one we had conversed with 
at the door, ''what am I to do with my child?" This 
was certainly a difficulty; however, on ascertaining 
that her parents were perscms in eompetent circum- 
stances, residing not very for distant, we announced 
our intention of endeavottring to prevail upon them to 
take the child under their care, which their daughter 
was of opinion they would on no account consent to 
do. We then said, that her child should not, at all 
eventi, constitute a hindrance to her reform^ion. The 
next difficulty was the flEMst of their owing a week's 

q2 
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rent, and the keeper of the brothel was unwilling they 
should leave until the money was paid* This difiEicully 

being overcome, we left B C in company 

with these three young women. Numbers of bad 
characters crowded at their doors, some to admire, 
some to jeer, inquiring if we would take them with us, 
which, with much seriousness, we decbred our entire 
willingness to do. 

In the first instance we sought to overcome the 
difficulty presented by the child. On reaching the 

parents' residence in W Street, we found both 

at home, and announced the object of our visit. The 
father appeared angry, and at once refused, saying, 
** As she had made her bed so she must lie." After, 
however, some very serious admonition, the grand- 
mother took the child in her arms, who appeared 
quite at home, and smiled, and. crowed, and made a 
speech that really appeared to produce more effect 
than the oratory of either of us. '* Father," said the 
grandmother, " I thiok we had better take the child." 
"You may do as you like," was the grandfather's 
reply, and the child accordingly found a home. 

The hour being too far advanced for reception into 
an asylum, we accompanied them to our Bagged 
Schools, (to which schools reference has been made in 
the first chapter of this work,) and aU being worn out 
and hungry, we sat down to tea together, and a draper 
in the neighbourhood, one of the Committee of the 
schools, having kindly lent some rugs for that purpose, 
the wife of the school-keeper made them up a bed on 
the floor, and next morning they were housed in the 
Probationary House, White Lion Street, Pentonville. 
S. D., the young woman we first met with at th^ 
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door, became from this time an altered character. On 
leaving the Probationary House, she obtained a situa- 
tion in household service, and from the last I heard of 
her, there appears some very good ground for hoping 
that her reformation has been far more than simply an 
outward one. Here we dismiss her case. * 

S., I deeply regret to say, returned to her former 
evil courses, and We must here dismiss her case also ; 
not that by any means it is therefore to be supposed 
she received no good impression or benefit from the 
institution ; for I have found, and it is continually 
being \iiscovered, that many unfortunate females wno 
enter such asylums, and leave them under the most 
discouraging circumstances, are yet ultimately bene- 
fited by them, even hopefully to the conversion of 
their souls. Many such have declared, -when dying 
from vice and dissipation, that they never totally 
forgot, in the midst of aD. their wickedness, the lessons 
of godliness and virtue they were there taught. Those 
good impressions frequently spring up at the eleventh 
hour.* 

Poor Mrs. M. appeared extremely grateful for the 
pains that had been taken ; her elder daughter was in 
an asylum, and her younger one, a mere child, was 

* The London City Mission Magazine for January, 1849, 
contains a very interesting account of the Penitentiaries of 
London, the good effected by them, and the great need of their 
extension. 

Sotae extension has since been carried out by the. formation of 
the ** London Female Dormitory and Lidustrial Institution," 
6, Seymour Place, New Boad, of which Lord Shaftesbury is 
President. This Institution, however, is at present very 
inadequately supported* 
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persuaded to return home. This w^ght of materoal 
anxiety being removed, her health much improved. 

Had poor Mrs. M. become the subject of saving 
grace, her prayers and example tovtrards her children 
might have averted the dark page that follows ; but 
sh9 remained an unconverted woman. Her eldest 
daughter returned again to her vicious courses, and the . 
younger one, in addition to the evil of so doing, carried 
with her from her home on departing even a portion 
of her mother's wearing apparel. This threw Mrs. M. 
again on a bed of sickness. . She lost strength, com- 
plained coiitinuaUy that her heart was breaking, and 
after a brief iLlness, died. 

The sad circumstances of her case being known to 
various persons, the funeral was attended by a large 
crowd, to whom I distributed tracts, returning homB 
with the father and mourners, and reading and praying 
with them. 

The elder daughter I reproached as being the 
murderess 'of her mother. She afberwards became 
hopefully reformed, apparently stricken with the con- 
sequences of her wickedness, in causing the death of 
her parent. She forsook her path of depravity, and 
obtained a situation. The younger I have just heard 
has left the streets* May both become truly converted 
toGod! 

I will next refer to the entire breaking up of a place 
of iU-fame upon my district. The account formed a 
portion of my Monthly Eeport for Pebruary, 1846, 
"from which it is extracted : — 

'^ I have much pleasure in being enabled to com- 
mence this Monthly Beport by the narration of 
particulars connected with the entire breaking-up of 
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a house of ill-fame of the lowest class situated upon 
raj district. I had decided not to allude to the event 
in my Keport until the case had been examined bj a 
General Superintendent of the Mission who has visited 
with me.* 

* * ■' •^^m^r^^ mm — ■ihiim.   ■■■-   — ^■^— — ■■■-■■  j  

* This will afford some little insight into the domestic arrange- 
ment of the City Mission. It is yery far from the wish of the 
rulers of the Society to burden the bretlnren with unnecessary 
labour, but the supporters have of course a right to be made 
acquainted with the operations that are being carried on. . It is 
therefore foimd necessary that in addition to a daily journal, 
monthly and annual Reports should be furnished. By a recent 
arrangement, however, the monthly Reports have been dispensed 
with, except in cases where parties who take a special interest in 
districts wish to be furnished with one, as is the case happily on 
some districts — ^my late district, lor example — upon which the 
Misaionary is, and has for many yeara been, kindly supported by 
a single contribution from a Christian gentleman, Osman Bicardo, 
Esq., M.P. The Annual Reports are frequently quite volumes. 
The writer's last Annual Report consisted of sixty-four large 
quarto double columns. The Journals and Reports of the 
Missionaries are carefully read by the Secretaries, and submitt'cd, 
as a rule, weekly, by the Miasionarierto their local Superinten- 
dents, who are noblemen, members of parliament, private 
gentlemen, and clergymen and ministers, who interest themselves 
sufficiently in the Mission to encourage the Society by under- 
taking this office. . 

I have found much fieusility in writing this work from the fact, 
that the principal-details filmished, and very many besides, have 
been written by me previously ieoen times^ eaudmsive of writing 
this work. £^t, there was my own private journal ; secondly, 
a copy for the Society ; thirdly, a condensation of the month's 
labours ; fourthly^ the Society's copy of the same ;* fifthly, my 
kind supporter's copy ; sixthly, an annual condensation of the 
year's labours ; and seventhly, the Society's copy of the same. 
My own private copies form large and handsome volumes in my 
libraxy, upon which I should be sorry to set a price. ^.The 
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This den of in&mjinui ritaated in W- 



H C J T Street. It ooonstedof one small 

room on the ground floor, and parties might well be 
excused fin* remaining dubious as to whether so smaD. 
an area could have been so replete with pestifierooa 
moral influence to the neighbourhood, as this place 
has unequiyocallj proved. 

'' On conmiencing mj labours upon the district, 
I found the phice becoming worse and worse. Addi- 
tional- bad women and thieves were resorting to it, 
and it was much connected with other thieveries. 

** I was in the habit of visiting this phice morning, 
noon, and night, accompanied, when I could obtain 
his company, bj an aged friend, bursting in upon 
them in the midst of their criminality, at other times 
visiting them whilst labouring under the depressing 
eflects of their previous night's debauch. It may be 
inquired, perhaps, how it happened such a course was 
practicable. The £ict is, I appeared, to have a great 
influence ffivm me ovet the proprietor of this wretched 
place and others, in consequence, perhaps, of atten- 
tions I had paid to one of their companions, who died 
in a very dreadful maimer. They appeared to retain 

The tucceM of the MiBsion, under Providenoe, is m no small 
measure to be attributed to the excellent arrangements referred 
to. Without fixed rules such an institution woidd, of course^ 
speedily become a mass of confusion, and as uncomfortable to 
spiritual agents as unsatisfactory to the officers and supporters. 
The executke of the Mission are nearly all men of business, and 
the benefits of method and order, which are found so indispen- 
sable in secular affairs, haye been conyeyed by them to the Society 
in the carrying out of the arrangements named,' and other 
arrangements. 
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80 grateful a sense of these attentions, that they could 
not insult me.. It constituted one of the strangest 
sights in the wide world, to see me enter this place at 
night, sometimes alone— ^on one occasion my com- 
panion was ordered away ; it was said to him, ' You 
go, else perhaps you'll have a knife put into you ; he 
(me) may stop' — disturbing all kinds of wickedness, 
and merely saying, * I've come to read to you.' Stand- 
ing in the midst of ferocious and horrible characters, 
reading the Scriptures, and explaining portions con- 
cerning our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, heaven 
and hell, and a prostitute holding the candle to me. 
This young woman has since abandoned her evU 
course of life. Then would follow some discussion ; 
one would say, * I don't believe there's no hell — it's 
in your heart, mister.' Then some prostitute would 
burst out into indecent profanity, who would be sioom 
at until she was quiet. Then I would go down on 
my knees in the midst of them and pray, waiting 
to see if the Spirit of Gh)d would act, (and the Spirit 
of Gh)d did act.) On one occasion whilst so engaged, 
with my hand over my face, I left a small space 
between my fingers for the purpose of making an 
observation, and perceived smaJl articles (stolen, I 
suppose) being passed from one to another. They 
had no idea I was observing them. 

" Two of the bad women who resided here were at 
last so much affected by religious instruction, as to be 
prevailed upon to enter penitentiaries. 

" The proprietor of the place, who was a common 
thief, and the prostitute with whom he lived, next 

became affected. M related to me a conversation 

which took place between himself and G - , a house- 
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breaker, wbilst detaQing to me his mental feelings. 
6-., who goes by the name of ' Snob/ has rested to 
me particuburs of several bm^laries in which he 
has been engaged. 

"Gt. said, * Come, M., let's go out and look for Mome- 
tMng* * M. psnsed, and said, * I don't know, Bill, I 
don't think I shall go.' ' Why not ?' said Gh., 'you 
ean't starve.' ' I tell you what, Bill,' said the other 
thief, * I find out God Almighty can pay debts with- 
out money.'* * Oh !' said l^e other, 'you're becom- 
ing religious, then, are you ? you're no good ;' and he 
then went out by himself to attempt plunder. 

''From this time an alteration took place in M. * 
He was also much impressed about this time by being 
taken into custody imder the following circumstances. 
'I was walking along,' said he, 'and a poHceman 
come up to me ; he know'd nothing on me, nor I on 
him ; says he, and he lays hold on me, says he, " You 
must come with me." " What for ?" s«ys I ; and in 
course I says, " I'm a 'spectable young maa." " That's 
no odds,'.' says he, " you must come on suspicion." 
60 he took me to the Mansion House, and I was 
locked up till Monday morning. Well, then, he took 
me up afore the Loid Mayor. He said he took me 
up on suspicion: The Lord Mayor asked if anybody 
know'd I was. a thief. Nobody know'd me thereof 
so they let me go directly. *In course,' said he, 
' he'd no business to take- me, as he know'd nothing 

* This if a phrase used among the lower orders to denote 
that the Lord can punish in a mysterious and overruling 
nuumer. 

t Had he been taken to Clerkenwell Police Court, the case 
would have resulted yery differently. 
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Agin me.' ^But were you abroad for a dishonest 
puipofle/ said I. 'Yes/ said he, 'but he couldn't 
know that, as I was walking on quietly,' and he 
expressed his opinion that there was * a mark on him 
hy Qad Jlmighty,^ 

" One morning, preyious to leaying home, I had Mt 
particularlj impressed respecting these eviL characters, 
and much drawn out in prayer on their behalf. The 
&*8t morning visit I paid was to this court, and was 
informed by one of the neighbours, the mother* of 
the prostitute with whom M. lived, l^at they had been 
inquiri/ng pariicularhf for me. 

'' On visiting them, I was informed they had made 
up their minds to relinquish their evil courses, and he 
married, as they felt miserable. They were accord- 

I ; '■ — —  ~~ 

* This unhappy being was a great drunkard, and when 
intoxicated extremely furious, but she was always Tespetctfiil to 
me. Daring the prevalence of the awful cholera in 1849, 1 was 
walking round my district, after service, on a Sabbath morning, 
and was called in to see her. At midnight on the Saturday, she 
had, whilst in a drunken condition,, been calling upon the 
Almighty to strike her dead. Scarcely twelve hours had elapsed, 
and now she was dying with the dreaded cholera. Her speech 

was already gone. " Mrs. P ," said I, " you hare been a 

gwat sinner ; you ha^e utterly negleeted Gk>d ; do you feel this 
now ? " She nodded her head. " Now^' said I, "• Jesus Christ ! 
Jesus Christ ! I have so often instructed you about, died for 
sinners — wiU cast out none — pray to be forgiven-^pray to be 
forgiven — or your soul will be lost — will you pray?" She 
nodded her head so animatingly, that those who were with her 
were surprised she was capable of taking so much notice. ** I <w» 
not aifraid of the cholera," said I, " but I am afraid of your soul 
being lost." I prayed, and I hope the poor creature prayed too. 
I continued exhorting and praying as long as I well coidd j she 
was too weak to be remained with long. Two hours afterwards 
she died. 
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ing^jr nuuTied, and 1^ liie place, lentnig an v^per 
room opposite. This enL resort^ which had fi in iie rij f 
presented the nei^boim from reatmg in their heda 
throughout the night, in oonseqoraice of the dmnken- 
nem and riotouB condnet of the Tcry munerous had 
cfaaiacten niio frequented it, I had Ihe watiiifiidaon of 
seeing padlocked, empty, and ' to let.' 

^ M. commenced ohteining alirelihood in an honest 
maimer by selling articles in the streets, and when at 
home I have knocked at his door unawares, and heen 
much pleased to find him with his Bible and other reli- 
gious hooks before him. Shortly afterwards he obtained 
a situation in a large manufactory, where he laboured 
for several y^urs until discharged 1^ a reduction of 
hands being made, which took place at the period of the 
commercial difficulties in 1848. He has since followed 
the occupation of a hawker, but in order to avoid his 
former evil associates, he has removed to the south of 
London, thinking it better, he said, to do so. The 
young woman with whom he lived was formerly very 
violent, but when I have sometimes reminded her of 
her former evil conduct to move her to repentance, the 
tears would start in her eyes. I pray both these 
young people, who attended my meetings, may speediLy 
be amongst those who have * washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb,' 
Bev. vii. 14." 

The next case is a remarkably blessed one. The 
Spirit of G-od is not pleased to operate so suddenly in 
the mass of cases wherein mankind are brought under 
the influence of spiritual impressions, but such cases, 
when l^he Lord is pleased to vouchsafe them, are 
peculiarly encouraging. 
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« 

Soon after mj appointment to the Cow Gross Dis- 
trict, the superintendent of our Sabbath School was 
walking down a neighbounDg alley with me, and 
informed me that one of the most desperate characters 
in London lived in a house we were passing. 

This young woman had been a street-walker and 
notorious drunkard for seven years, and had but the 
day before insulted him in a yery shameful manner. 
As the Lord was pleased to order it, whilst we were 
speaking, an elderly man passed,, exchanging recogni- 
tions with my Mend. " That," said he, '' is the father 
of the young woman, and is a member of a Christian 
church — a Wesleyan." He collected some rents in 
the locality, I found. I addressed him and said, 
*' I have been informed respecting your daughter — 
come with us and pray over her." "Oh!" said he, 
shaking his head very deliberately, as if what he was 
about to utter admitted of no denial, " It's of no use 
whatever, she'll only insult you." However, the 
impression was so strong upon me to induce this man 
to go with me and pray over his daughter, that I said 
to him very solemnly, " Tou profess, I find, to be a 
converted man ; you cannot therefore refuse to do so," 
and I reaUy partly dragged him up the stairs, my 
other friend following. Both appeared fully convinced 
we should not be admitted, or if admitted, " only be 
abused." As I have stated, I had just commenced 
occupying the district, and had never seen this 
xmhappy female, but on opening the door I perceived 
her, and merely said very seriously and quietly, " "We 
have come to pray for your poor soul — ^go down on 
your knees." She looked at us quite furiously, snatch- 
ing her apron in her hand as if preparing a volley of 
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insult ; but on mj repeating verj mildly, btit authori- 
tatively, '* Go down on your knees," 8he went dot/mom 
her knees. 

Each prayed ; the writer last. Whilst so engaged, 
I heard strangp heavings from where she knelt^ and 
when we arose she aarose also, but how altered! her 
hardness of heart was exchanged for a condition of 
intense mental suffering, pitiable^to behold. ^' Oh! 
my poor father 1 " she sobbed, as the tears rolled doim 
her face, ^ my poor father ! how badly I have treated 
you!'' and she threw herself on the bed and wept 
bitterly. She was ai once quite dwnged as respects 
outward demeanour. 

But one Power could I apprehend so metamorphose- 
the human soid; but that Power is an omnipotent 
power, and " is there anything too hardfor the L(»d? " * 

" The Lord unto my Lord htitli said, 
Sit thoa in glory, sit, 
Till I thine enemies have made 
To bow beneath thy £9et. 

•• Nature is subject to thy word, 
All power to thee is given, 
The unoontroll*^d Almighty Lord 
Of hell, and earth, and heaven. 

*' To Christ shall earth and heU submit^ 
And every foe shall £el11. 
Till death expires beneath his feet, 
And Gk>d is all in all." 

Yesterday she would not admit a religious Tisitor,' 
but shamefdlly abused one — ^to-day she was " hroJcen- 
hearted^ I proposed her entering an asylum imme- 
diately, and found her quite willing to do so. I walked 
with her to the Probationary House, in Wbite Lum 
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Street, Fentonyille, where she was— contrary to rule— 
at once admitted. Her mother, a pious woman, was 
delighted ; and after she had remained a short time in 
the asjhim to test her sincerity, in order thatt the 
family might not run the risk of exposure to the 
disgrace and serious inconvenience of some outrageous 
proceecUng op. her part, she was received home. She 
had hecome so changed, that I was informed by the 
family she would not eat without first praying. After 
having been at home for some time, behaving in quite 
an exemplary manner, a young man of respectable 
appearance, of whom her father had some slight know- 
ledge as being in a competent position, walked into his 

workshop, and said, "Mr. O , I have something 

particular to say to you," (or some such words, 
I understood,) ^^ I wish to marry your daughter JaneJ'* 
Her father was surp^sed, and told me he hardly knew 
what to say . " Jane and I,' ' continued the yoimg man, 
" have taUced to cme another, and she's agreeable if 
^you are." 

The father at last said, " The fact is, young man, 
I suppose you know I profess to be a religious man in 
some sort, and take tracts about; so it won't do for 
me to play the hypocrite and deceive you. You know 
very little about Jane, and you don't know how wild 
she has been." " Well," said this hasty suitor — ^and 
hasty marriages in general are yreatly to be con- 
demned — " what you've been saying don't make me 
call 0^ at all. K she's been a wild one, I haven't 
been much better, so there's a pair of us." Her father 
was not proof against such philosophy, and they were 
married. 

The last time I heard of Jane she had a comfortable 
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home — she had been manied about fire yean — and 
I am assured that if at any time she has had occasion 
to go into a part of town near her old haonts, she has 
taken a drcnit of a mile, fearfbl of coming in contact 
with any of her former evU associates. I mention this 
case simply as one of ontward reformation. She has 
certainly been under very strong spiritual impressions, 
but I dare not venture to assume her a fully converted 
character. She sent a message to me a few days 
since by her mother, to say, *' she had not forgotten 
what I had done for her." 

Perhaps I do the poor woman an injustice in 
questioning her full conversion, but she does not give 
that dear evidence upon the subject, in the absence 
of which I could not speak confidently. These are too 
serious matters to be trifled with. 

As respects the mass of unlvappy women, their 
case is very truthfully described in the following letter 
by Mr. Glanville, Secretary to the Cambridge Heath 
Asylum:— 

'' Upon the general subject, it ought, I think, to be 
known, that a very large proportion of women who 
infest the streets, ec^>ecially in the east of London, 
consists of persons who have been neglected in their 
youth, and who, from want of previous moral and 
domestic instruction at home, have been cast upon 
the world totally unqualifled to obtain a subsistence by 
any description of femalelabour; and who, consequenldy, 
have embraced the facilities unhappily supplied by the 
existence of pubKc brothels, to enter upon a life of 
in£simy. Such being the ease, I entertain no hope of 
the vice alluded to being diminished until the careless, 
negligent parents among the poor, c^n, be induced to 
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watch more carefully over tlie morals of their children, 
and to train them while at home to habits of order, 
cleanliness, and industry. If this were done, and those 
infjEimous houses which encourage and foster the vice, 
and without which it could not be carried on to any- 
great extent, were put down, we should soon perceiye 
a great decrease in the number of abandoned women 
in our streets. " J. GLAimxLE."* 

Oambridge Heath, Sept. 4, 1848. . 

Neglect of moral and religious training in youth is 
the prolific source of crime.t 

" It is lamentable," says the Chaplain to the Refor- 
matory Prison at Parkhurst, " to observe how large a 
majority of the prisoners here consist of destitute, or 
otherwise unfortunate children, suffering either from 



* British Banner, September 6, 1848. 

t So Horace: — 

** Fingit equum tenerft dodlem oervioe magister 
Ire yiam, quft monstret eques; yenaticus, ex quo 
Tempore cervinam pellem latrayit in aul&, 
Militat in sylvis catulus. Nunc adbibe puro 
Pectore verba, puer; nunc te melioribas offer. 
Quo semel est imbuta reoens, serrabit odorem 
Testa diu." — Hob. JSp, lib. i. ep. ii. ver. 64. 

^< The docile colt is form'd with gentle skill 
To move obedient to his rider's will, 
In the loud hall the hound is taught to bay, 
The buck skin trail' d, then challenges his prey 
Through the wild woods. Thus, in your hour of youth 
' From pure instruction quaff the words of truth : 
The odours of the wine that first shall stain 
GPhe virgin vessel, it shall long retain." — Fbanois. 

B 
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the loss, the negligence, or the vice of their relatives. 
For example: out of 131 prisoners, 13 only appear 
to have been brought up in any way approacAmff to 
decent and orderly habits ; and but 14 are possessed 
of such connections as afford them a prospect of a live- 
lihood in future, so far as their native countrv is 
concerned. Of that number, ako, 51 are either 
friendless, or with prospects even more wretched 
through the crimes of their relations." And how 
wretchedly is female labour too often remunerated! 
Except amongst pious and feeling people — ^the great 
minority of our population — domestic service is 
rendered a complete slavery, and ill-temper is vented 
by the mistress and her daughters upon some unhappy 
servant, who is converted into a kind of lightning 
conductor, to receive the effects of their wrath and 
morbid feelings. The late hours kept, and the neces- 
sity for early preparation .of the master's and young 
gentlemen's breakfasts, leave the servant frequently 
but about five hours for sleep. I have continually 
met with young women wio have left their situations 
completely worn down, sortie with swelled legs from 
running up and down stairs. In addition to' incessant 
labour, scarcely to obtain a kind word or civil expres- 
sion, has a brutaHzing effect upon the mind; so that, 
as some have said, '' I felt so miserable I did not care 
what became of me, I wished I was dead." An 
amount of ingenuity appears too often to be exercised, 
worthy of a better cause, in obtaining the largest 
possible amount of labour out ofthe domestic machine; 
whilst the yoWg ladiea are screaming to the piano 
and guitar, or ringing bells for amusement, or copjong 
Jullien's polkas, instead of running more sensible 
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polkas up. and down stairs, to assist tb^ unfortunate 
maid of all work. 

Godless families drive thousands of young women 
on the streets, who are destitute of vitaj. religion. 
Others, disgusted with service, attempt a miserable 
existeniiie by needlework, and are again tempted by 
semi-starvation to siu. At a singular meeting, held 
dbout two years since, at the British Bcbool-room, 
Bhadwell, more than 1,000 female slop-workers were 
present, by far the greater part in clothing to which 
the word "rags'* was literally applicable in its fullest 
meaning. On the question being asked — How many 
had earned Ss, last week ? not a hand was held up 
throughout the whole assembly. 7«. was next tried, 
but with a like result. 5 had earned 6d., 28 had earned 
$«., 13 had earned 4«. 6d., 142 had earned 3«., 150 had 
earned 2s. 6d., 71 had earned 2«., 82 had earned Is. 6^., 
98 had e-amed only Is., and of this last class 88 stated 
they were entirely dependent upon their own exertions 
for support; 92 females had earned under Is., and 223 
had had no work at all during the whole of the 
week. 

The author of a recent Prize Essay,* speaking of 
indigence as a cause of crime, well remarks: — "The 
consolidation of property is a badge of the present 
times. It is stated that about the year 1770, the lands 
of England were divided among no fewer than . 
250,000 families ; but at the close of the revolutionary 
war in 1815, they were found to be concentrated in 
the hands of only 32,000. Property and wealth 

* "Juvenile Depravity." By Rev. H. Worsley, Rector of 
EuMton, Suffolk, (j^ilpiu, London. 

B2f 
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naturally draw more property and wealth to" them. 
That property should gather in large masses is accord- 
ing to the natural tend^cy of things ; and every 
ohstruction taxi hindrance to the operation of natural 
causes has in recent times been removed. Not only, 
therefore, is the small farmer extinct, but the small 
landed proprietor belongs to an order that is rapidly 
vanishing, and has, in a great degree, already dis- 
appeared. The tradesman, moreover, who has little 
capital, is now contending at a ruinous disadvantage 
with outbidding rivals. The trade which prospers 
most in villages and smaU towns in these times is, it 
may weU be feared, the publican's. All classes are 
merging into one of two, the indigent and the opulent. 
Ute chasm between rich and poor has widened and is 
widening. England's greatest splendour, and England's 
most abject povertyj are admirably adapted as subjects 
for the display of the artist's skill in painting contrasts ; 
and two such pictures well executed would present a 
powerful practical illustration of the poet's — 
' First and laflt — the immens^y distant two.' ** 
"We should ever remember with humiliation in con- 
nection with this subject, that sin of a higher order 
than the petty larceny of some poor hungry outcast, 
who may steal for a morsel of bread, may exist in forms 
not puni^liable by human law. Many a man of opulence 
and passable character, sinniug agaiast more Hght, 
more knowledge, and more rutellect, may consequently 
be more guilty in the sight of Q-od, without ever be- 
coming amenable to the law^ of his country, than some 
half-idiotic transport. We are taught on the highest 
possible authority that there are gradations in guilt, 
dependent not only on the recognised scale of crime, 



STATS OE SOCIETY. 245 

but on tlie scale of intellect and favourable influences 
possessed by the offender. ''That s^rant, which 
knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither 
did according to his will, shall be beaten with many 
stripes. But he that knew not, (so dearly,) and did 
commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with 
few stripes," Luke lii. 47, 48.* 

This Diyine mode of estknating guilt, we are re* 
minded by our blessed Saviour, is elidorsed even by 
the ungodly in the ordinary affairs of life, '' Eor unto 
whomsoever mudi is given, of him shall be much re- 
quired : and. to whom men have committed much, of 
him they wiU ask the more," v. 48. "Let all," says 
the gentle Doddridge, " who are in any measure dis- 
tinguished by the gifts of the Divine bounty to them, 
or by their stations, whether in eivil or sacred offices, 
attentively dwell on this great truth, so solemnly 
repeated again and again ; let them consider it with a 
view to their own account, and may they never. have 
reason to r^ect with confusion and anguish on what 
is now their honour and joy."t 

T6 take, for example, the case of common honesty. 
Sitting in my study witli a comfortable fire, engaged 
in writing this volume, surrounded by the necessaries 
of life, food when I require it, a good bed on which to 
lie, clothes to wear, and how mtmy other m^cies! 
What temptation have I to steal ? But how different 
the condition of thousands of poor, uneducated, trade- 

* We are nowhere informed that this has any reference to 
the duration of the punishment of sinners in a future state, 
which is always spoken of as eternal, but to the intensity of that 
piipiBhrneat. . 

+ "Expositor," 
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less wretches, hungry, tattered, cold, and penniless ! 
If one such miserable being steals my handkerchief, 
or in any other way defrauds me, how different the 
temptation ! '' Men do not despis^ a thief, if he steal' 
to satisfy his soul when he is hungry," Prov. vi. 30. 
. But how different such a thei% from the dishonesty of 
some clean-washed and competently circumstanced 
defrauders, who shall, perhaps to cover the loss of 
some gambling transaction or the expenses of profligacy, 
descend, weU-fed and well-clothed, into the office of 
his unsuspecting employer, and by a clever stroke of 
his pen, or by the artful mystification of some account, 
render himself a thief and a villain ! This is surely 
crime of an altogether higher order ; and yet by that 
erring judgment, which is so apt to hang ajbout the 
best of us,, too many are much more apt to pity the 
latter than the former. 

In the case of Fauntleroy, for example, how great 
efforts were made to save a culprit from the scaffold, 
whilst hundreds of ignorant povertynstrickeh criminal 
— but far less criminal unfortunates — who had stolen 
a few shillings from the person, were hung up at 
Kewgate yearly, unpitied and uncared-for ! 

How little compassion, comparatively, has been felt 
TQ our Metropolis for those who were really the most 
pitiable ! 

And we might dwell on the mass of delinquencies 
in trade and commerce, the nefarious misappropriations 
of public trusts to the personal benefits of trustees or 
chapters, and to one hundred descriptions of delin- 
quencies not reached by the law; and we hardly know, 
criminal as they are, how in many instances they 
could be. Then, again, as respects female crime. 
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WJiat law reaches the thousands of .men, now in the 
enjoyment of ease and fortune, (naj, some seated in 
the very senate,) who have been the seducers of 
women now infesting the streets, and in whose service, 
or in the service of whose parents, in thousands of 
instances, they once lived ? I could mention one man of 
large wealth, whose life appears to be systematically 
devoted to the seduction of girls, who employs female 
agents among the degraded objects I have visited, who 
spares neither money nor effort, and who, I am 
informed, actually kept a carefully noted journal of his 
assignations and moneys expended. Of this book he 
If as robbed, adjoining my district, and the document 
afforded much wretched diversion to the thieves and 
prostitutes in the vicinity. 

Of the prostitutes of tender age, and otbel*s who 
infest our streets in thousands, it is an ascertained and 
undisputed fact, that immense numbers have been 
seduced by the masters in whose families they have lived 
as servants, or by some junior branch of the family. 

The law does not meet such cases* 

' " Many a crime deem'd innocent on earth, 

Is registered in heaven." 

» 

Some approaches, however, have been ,made, we 
remember, towards more adequate appropriation of 
pimiishment to various crimes, and we hope yet to see 
many further advances in the right direction. In the 
meantime, perhaps such reflections may increase our 
pity for those whose crimes have justly rendered them 
amenable to the law. 

One head, given in a former chapter amongst the 
causes of juvenile delinquency, is idleness. One of 
the many modes in which idleness develops itself is in 
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Sabbath-breaking, loitering away the blessed holiday, 
instead of redeeming the time in devotion and reli- 
gious instruction. There are physical reasons con- 
nected with town occupations, which are presumed to 
render an excuse for Sabbath-breaking. Shut up all 
the week in unl^ealthy manufactories and workshops, 
many a youth draws an excuse from this fact for 
Sabbath excursions with idle companions. Amongst 
the lower orders such excursionB commonly result in 
poaching from orchards and gardens, and the mind is 
by such' minor delinquencies initiated into the com- 
mission of thefts of a higher character. Multitudes 
of young women, also, attribute their ruin to Sabbath 
profanation. 

Sabbath-breaking is a great sin and a great evil. 
The due observance of the Sabbath has peculiar pro* 
mises awarded to it. Its profanation is attended by 
peculiar curses. With the details of this sad subject 
a volume might readily be occupied.. 

We are in London, as the late Mr. Bick^rsteth 
very truly observes, called "A City of Sabbath 
Bbbaeebs ;.* though it be honoured and observed in 



* Those who are almost worshippers of antiquity, and with 
whom age is nearly a uniyersal carionizer, will receive no hnit 
by reading the mode in which England spent the Sabbath in the 
reign of Henry YIII. G^ie following extract is from ** Leland'* 
Collectanea,** and the " Antiquarian Bepertory,** in reference to 
that monarch's marriage with Catherine of Arragon. The court 
departed the next Smiday for Bichmond, where, after an exor» 
dium on the proper way of spending the Sahhathy our informant 
tells ns, that "after Divine serrioe, the king sped with the 
court, through his goodly gardens (Whitehall) to his gallery, 
upon the walls, where were lords ready set to play $ some with 
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SO truly Christian a way by the more Christian part 
of the Metropolis. In a circuit of eight miles from 
St. Paul's Cathedral, after we have included Episcopal 
aad orthodox Dissenting places, filled according to 
their usual attendance, and not only these, but also 
the chapels of Socinians and Papists, and the syna- 
gogues of Jews, and every place where our Supreme 
God is publicly worshipped, there are probably one 
million persons who are in health and fiill capability 
of attendance, totally neglecting all public worship. 
The eadstvng places of worship are on the whole 



chesses, (ohess-boards,) some with tables, (or backgammon,) and 
some with cards and dice ; be^des a firamework with ropes was 
fixed in the garden, on which went up a Spaniard, and did many 
wondrous and delicious points of tumbling and dancing.*' — 
Agnes StricJchmd^s lAoes of the Queens of JEngland. 

The piety of those days was just ^^ Popish pietif" so Miss 
Strickland quotes from Sebastiano G^iustiniani, the Yenetian 
resident in England in 1519, in his description of this unhappy 
king. '*He possesses a good' knowledge of the French, Latin, 
and Spanish languages, and is very devout. On the days on 
which he goes to the chase he hears mass three times, but on the 
other days as often as five times. He has every day service at 
vespers and compUn. He is uncommonly fond of the chase, he 
takes great delight in bowling, he plays with the* hostages of 
France, and it is said they sport from 6,000 to 8,000 ducats in a 
day. Such was standard Popish piety in those days of Papal 
ascendancy. Such is standard Popish piety now. 

As Romanists are very partial to alluding to Heniy YiU., 
in connection with the British Beformation — as if a rose ceased 
to be a rose because handed to us in the spirit of evil ! — we pre* 
sent them in return with a striking reminiscence of days which 
are designated in Romanist circles as '* those most blessed days 
of British faithfulness to the Holy See,^ and to the genius of 
which so many appear desirous to return. 
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average only occupied to five-eighths of their capability 
of holding worshippers. The greater part of Sabbath- 
breaking is not seen, though its ecdstence is too weU 
ascertained. The Lord's day is employed for festvoe 
purposes onl^ by thousands, and these entertain- 
ments cause thousands of tradesmen's dependents and 
domestics to violate God's sacred commandment." * 

These statistics Mr. Bickersteth quotes from the 
" City Mission Magazine," which is well known as a 
v^ high authority respecting the spiritual condition 
of the Metropolis. 

The Editor, the Bev. Mr. Grarwood, has at different 
times presented very elaborate calculations on this 
subject — such as " A summary of every parish in the 
Metropolis, and the number of sittings in every place 
of religious worship." — See Magazine for January, 
1843. The census of 1851 for the first time contains 
this information. Special reference may also be made 
to the Magazines for January, 1844; March, July, 
and August, 1845; January, 1846 — (this is a very 
remarkable document ;) July, 1850, contains evidence 
given by two City Missionaries before a Committee of 
the House of Lords on Sabbath profanation. 

Such a vast body of information respecting the 
spiritual and moral condition of London as these ex- 
traordinary volumes contain, has not been laboriously 
compiled in vain. The blessing in various ways which, 
has followed has been very great, 

* Mr. Baylee, Secretary of the Lord's Day Observaaoe 
Society, Salisbury Square, in a work just published by him, 
calculates, and the calculation is anything but guess-work, that 
eighteen millions of newspapers are m England annually dia* 
persed and read on the Christian Sabbath. 
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In closing this notice of thp criminal population, I 
cannot but advert, with mucli earnestness, to the great 
necessity existing for the extension of efforts for their 
reclamation.* 

A very excellent institution of a reformatory charac- 
ter is the London Ragged Colonial Training School of 
Industry, and Dormitory, Great Smith Street, West- 
minster, near the Abbey. . This, also Miss Portal's 
Eefuge, 15, york Race, Kentish Town, and the 
Juvenile Reftige,* in Pye Street, and small institutions 
of a similar character, conducted by the City Mis- 
sionaries, at Westminster and Ratcliffe Highway, are 
the only institutions in the Metropolis (exclusive 'of 
the House of Occupation and Philanthropic Society) 
in which criminals are received on their discharge from 
prison, with a view to their reformation. 

The reader may remember that, some time since, a 
clergyman in Sussex, named Holiest, was shot by 
burglars who had broken into his house ; he shortly 
afterwards died of the wound. The man who fired 
the fatal shot, it has been ascertained, applied pre- 



P The duties of the Chaplain of Newgate thirty years ago, in 
return for an income of £300 a year, are thus described in a 
Parliamentary Report of 1814: — "Beyond his attendance in 
chapel and on those who are sentenced to death, Dr. Forde feels 
but few duties attached to his office, ffe knows nothing of the 
ttate of moralt in the prison; he never sees any of the prisonera 
in private ; though fourteen boys and girls, from nine to thirteen 
years old, were in Newgate in April last, he does not consider 
attention to them a point of his duty ; he never knows that any 
have been sick till he gets a warning to attend their funeral ; and 
does not go to the infirmary, for it is not in his instructions."— 
Knight's London, 
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vipusly for admission at the London Eagged Colonial 
Training School of Industry. But it is found quite 
impossible to admit one-twentieth part of the appli* 
cants. 

Could he haye been admitted, the life of a Christian 
minister, and afterwards his own, might probably not 
have been sacrificed. 

Until within the last four years, a very admirable 
institution existed at Hoxton for the reformation of 
criminal characters, and was largely supported by a 
Government grant. The Government, however, with- 
drew the grant, acting upon what — with the most 
sincere respect as good subjects towards " the powers 
that be," — those persons best versed in the philosophy 
of Metropolitan criminality, could not but regard as a 
most mistaken view of economy. 

This admirable institution was obliged forthwith to 
be relinquished. 

There are in and around the Metropolis thirteen 
prisons for the punishment of criminals, supported at 
a very large, though quite necessary outlay — ^between 
£60,000 and £70,000 per annum.* One is Cold Bath 
Eields House of Correction, the ajtsval expenses of 
which, as may be seen by the Annual Eeports of the 
Inspectors of Prisons, exceed £18,000. 

The following letter from the excellent Governor of 
this prison, will illustrate forcibly the subject to which 
I have been alluding. I had applied to Mr. Chester- 
ton respecting the youth named: — 

<* Cold Bath Melds, September 5<A, 1850. 

" On the receipt of your letter, I saw the boy 
C , whose state of destitution and its cause are 

™   ■■• .111  —  — - -  .  M  ^M^.^—  I  I M » ^^m^m^ 

* See Beports' of Inspectors of Prisons, Home District. 
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indeed sad. Since the abandonment of the Male 
Befage for the Destitute, it has become exceediQgly 
difficult, nay, ahnost impossible to devise a means of 
rescue for these ' unfortunate youths; however, the 
incHnation will not be wanting to serve this poor lad, 
if anything can be done for him." 

The Juvenile Eefuge, Old Pye Street, Westminster, 
conducted by the Bagged School Union, is an admi- 
rable institution, and one greatly needing increased 
support, but it does not receive criminals above sixteen 
years of age. Separate institutions are found to be 
absolutely necessary for criminals who are mere 
children, and cnminals who are more advanced in 
years. I have not space, however, to enter into 
further details. 

The management of the criminal population has 
always been a vexata qucestio to our rulers, and the 
hands of our rulers are full, and those are surely 
Utopian views of national government which demand 
that the executive shall do everything for all. 

It, however, remains to be added, that the sooner 
increased attention is given to this subject, the sooner 
will a deplorable anomaly be removed — zeal in the 
punishment of crime, and neglect commensurately to 
aid the reformation of discharged criminals. 

A consummation this most devoutly to be desired. 

I had fiilly purposed entering much more largely 
into the subject of Bagged Schools and Dormitories, 
and detailing a night's visit with the Earl of Shafbes- 
bury (then Lord Ashley) to some of the dens of Lon- 
don, which led to the formation of the Meld Lane. 
Dormitory by my brother Missionary, Mr. TomJrins, 



254 riBST STEPS ik itield lane. 

aided by the writer, and which institution was after- 
wards taken under the wing of the Field LaneEagg^d 
Schools;* but this volume will, apart from these 

details, be quite as large as it appears on the whole 

I ' ' '  .   .1,1.1 , ..  

* This institution was founded by th© first City Missionary 
appointed to the Field Lane District by our Society. An occa- 
sional paper, entitled, " A Brief History of the Field Lane 
Bagged School," which was read at a public meeting, held at the 
Ifew School-room, Victoria Street, Holbom Bridge, on Monday 
Evening, August 7tb, 1848, l>y Mr. Ware, the Secretary, and 
afterwards printed by the Committee, contains the following 
statement : — 

^ This being a special, and not the annual meeting, it is not 
the time for your Committee to present their yearly account of 
operations, but they considered it might be interesting to the 
friends present to spend a few minutes in giving a little history 

of the schools from the commencement This school was 

called the Field Xiane School fron^ >the &ct of its being first 
opened in Caroline Court, near Field Lane. It was opened on 
the first Sunday in November, 1841, in an apartment in this 
court, by the City Missionary of the district," etc. 

Forty-five children only assembled on the first occasion. 
Missiles were lowered down on the Missionary and his aged 
housekeeper, for some time his only assistant, and one of his 
fingers was broken in forcibly preventing the ingress of improper 
characters, who came to extinguish the lights and disperse the 
school, prompted, no doubt, by Satan, as well as their own 
wicked hearts. They ran up stairs, jumped out of the window, 
up stairs again, and so on — called by them " WMmgthe ehainy^ 
and " Keeping the pot bailing" — hordes of ruffians — ^men and 
boys. The police were accustomed to go in pairs here, and were, 
I believe, allowed cutlasses. « 

By perseverance and prayer, in the order of Providence, this 
opposition* was ultimately overcome, and' several of the very 
characters who mutilated the Missionary for life, were after- 
wards, there is reason to believe, much benefited by his efibrts. 
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desirable it should be: the histories of the youths 
found by his Lordship sleeping under dry arches and 
in ruins, which I have by me, form a little volume in 
themselves. 

I desire to add, let spiritual men and women of 
wealth and influence visit the districts of our Mis- 
sionaries, and these institutions — to nearly all of 
which their efforts have given birth* — and the mare 

* The Sari of Shaftesbury, then Jjord Ashley, at the annual 
meeting 6f the Field Lane Sehools in December, 1846, said — 
" At first he feared he should have been unable to he present, hut 
when he reooUected that this school was the one that drew his 
attention to the subject in the first instance^ he felt it his duty to 
come'' To how many blesaed results has ihb attention given by 
Lord S. led ! 

The following is an extract irom this nobleman's speech in 
thd House of Commons, June 6th, 1848, which resulted in a 
temporary grant by Govemmeoit towards emigrating youths 
firom Bagged Schools : — 

*<Till very recently, the few children that came under our 
notice in the streets and places of public traffic were considered 
to be chance vagrants. It has. only of late been discovered that 
they constitute a numerous class, having habits, pursuits, feel> 
ings, manners, customs, and interests of their own, living as a 
class, (etc. etc.) For the knowledge of these details, we are 
mainly indebted to the London City Mission. It is owing to 
their deep, anxious, and constant research," etc. At the annual 
meeting of the London City Mission, May, 1848, Lord S. said — 
'* Whenever you enter a Bagged School, remember this — ^we are 
indebted for nine-tenths of them to the pious (etc. etc.) City 
Missionary." 

We have every encouragement, and much of our sneoess is hid 
firom us. It came to my knowledge quite in an unexpected 
manner, that at a Gipsy party on Banstead Downs an appeal 
for a certain benevolent object was produced, in which my name 
appeared. One of the party, a lady, and a munificent donor of 



256 DE. WISEMAlf's TESTIMONY. 

they visit, increasingly will they become interested in 
them. 

They will say the half had not b^en told them. 
They will feel a monition within the heart to aid such 
efforts, both by prayer and by pecuniary aid, without 



houses and money to Bagged Schools, said, ''What name is 
that ?" On its being repeated, she replied, " Oh ! you may put 
down my name for so much; reading Mr. y.*s letters 'in the 
* Beeord* first drew my attention to Bagged Schools." 

The London City Mission is also well known to hare stimu- 
lated the formation of the Church Pastoral Aid Society, and 
Scripture Beaders' Association. These are exdusively Episco- 
palian. 

GlVo Sabbaths since, I heard Cardinal Wiseman lecture for 
nearly two hours on Monastic Establishments. 

The gerviee (at Moorfields) commenced as usual, at half-past 
six, and ended at a quarter to ten, I feel persuaded that Boman 
Catholics possessing and using any considerable reasoning powers, 
must haye laughed in their hearts at the tissue of sophisms 
uttered. No wonder the Cardinal should refuse discussion with 
Dr. Camming. Dressed with a kind of head dress covered with 
pink bows, and a silk cape with silk sleeves, in addition to gown, 
I was very forcibly reminded of some old nurse, repeating some 
nursery tale to the dear children ; but I mention this matter on 
account of allusion made to the office of City Missionaries. One 
reason given why monastic orders should be cherished was, that 
in " the Church of England and elsewhere," a class of ministers 
distinct from the regular priesthood, had been found needful, 
and an engine of great power. The Cardinal glowingly described 
the access they obtained to the population, and the manner in 
which their office enabled them to act upon it. His estimate of 
the office was correct. 

« A magnificent seed-time," to borrow a phrase from the late 
Mr. Bic^ersteth, is certainly being slighted, or two hundred and 
fifty districts, urgently needing Missionaries, would not be left 
unoccupied. 
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which such efforts could not, of course, be continued, 
much less, as is so very needful, be greatly extended. 

An Eastern nation* has an account of a thief, who 
having been detected in criminality, and condemned 
to die, thought upon an expe(jLient by which he might 
possibly escape death. 

He sent for the jailor, and told him he had an 
important secret to disclose to the king, adding, that 
when he had donfe so, he would be ready to die. The 
king commanded him to be brought into the royal 
presence. He informed the monarch that he was 
acquainted with a cabalistic secret of producing trees 
that would bear gold, and craved a trial of his art. 

The king consented, and accompanied by his prime 
minister, courtiers, and priest, came with the prisoner 
to a certain spot which he had indicated, who com- 
menced his incantations. He then produced a piece 
of gold, declaring that if sown it would produce a tree, 
every branch of which should bear gold. " But,'* he 
added, " this, O king ! must be buried in the earth by 

* The London City Mission has proved a blessing even to the 
East. A. kindred Society is in existence in one of the three 
principal Anglo-Indian cities, Madras, which not only supports 
its own Missionaries, but remits several hundred pounds annually 
for London. The Bev. Mr. Lugard, the Secretary, with whom 
I am personally unacquauited, will please to accept my best 
thanks for the perusal of his encouraging letter, received last 
spring (1851) by our Mission, which was handed to me on the 
occasion of my being offered the superintendence of the Madras 
Mission — a second invitation to Lidia within a few years.  

Probably the issue of the present work prevented the pleasure 
of my having much and loving personal acquaintance with Mr. L. 
I beg he will be pleased to accept my prayers, and to afford me 
an interest in his. 

S 
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a person perfectly honest. I, alas ! am not so, and 
therefore I hujnbly pass it to your majesty." 

The countenance of the monarch was iroubled, who 
at length replied, " "When I was a boy, I remember 
purloining something bopk my father, which, although 
a trifle, prevents my being the proper person. I pass 
it, therefore, to my prime minister." 

The prime minister received the piece of gold with 
many protestations, and said, '^ On my eyes be it, may 
the king live for ever!" with many other expressions 
of devotion; but finding the king becoming impatient, 
he at last stammered out with great confusion, ''I 
receive the taxes from the people, and as I am exposed 
to many temptations, how can I be perfectly honest? 
I, therefore, O king, give it to the priest." 

The priest, with great trembling, pleaded some 
remembered delinquencies in connection with his con- 
duct in receiving the sacrifices. At length the thief 
exclaimed, " In justice, O king, we should all four be 
hanged, since not one of us is honest." The king was 
so pleased with his ingenuity that he granted him a 
pardon. 

The application is very simple. We are all sinners. 
The language of the dying thief applies to each one 
of us, " Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in 
the same condemnation P" We cannot pardon the 
souls of our outcast brethren, but we can instruct and 
direct them to the EountaLn opened for sin and 
imcleanness, and bid them regard with faith " the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world," 
John i. 29. 

This is wisdom; not indeed the speculative philosophy 
of a past age, nor the dreamings of learned indolence. 
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Irat true wisdom, true knowledge, which, in the words 
of Lord Bacon, "is not a couch whereon to rest a 
searching and restless spirit — or a terrace for a wander- 
ing and variable mind to walk up and down with a fair 
prospect — or a tower of state for a proud mind to raise 
itself upon — or a fort or commanding ground for strife 
and contention — hut a rich sUyrehouae for the glory of 
the Creator, and the relief of ma/iC b estate.*' 

And the days, dear reader, in which we may do 
^od on earth are numbered:--* 

** Oh let our sotds their slumbers break, 
Arouse their senses and awake, 

To see how soon 
JMd with its glories gUdea away. 
And the stem footsteps of decay 

Gome stealing on. 

^ Our lives — ^like hasting streams thej be^ 
That into one engulphing sea 

Press on to &11 : 
The sea of Dbath, whose waves roll on 
O'er king and kingdom, crown and throne, 
And swallow alL 

*^ Sweet * Christ of Gk)d,* our thoughts arise 
To Thee, — eternal, good, and wise, 

To Thee, we cry; , 
Gird us a useful life to rmi, . 
And grant that we at last sit down 
With Thee on high." 



82 
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CHAPTBE VIIL 

MIBCSLLAX^OVS. 

The cholera mcfatha of 1849 formed a period of much 
additional anxiety to the MiBsioiiaiies of the City 
HiBsion, especially to thoee located on certain 

distrieta.* 

The CommiflsionerB of the Board of Heath, in a 
rery valuable Tolume, entitled " A Beport ona Gkneral 
Scheme of Bxtramural Sepulture/' datedEebmaiy 15th, 
1850, stated " the epidemic of the List year (1849)" 
to have been ''the severest that has affected the 
country in modem times, having destroyed in the 
Metropolis alone no fewer than 16,000 persons." 

Large, however, as was the mortality in England, it 
bears but a very smaU. proportion to the mortality 
experienced in some parts of our Indo-British pos- 
sessions. At Kurrachee, the Beport of the Board of 
Health on "Epidemic Cholera," states that "out of 
15,000 inhabitants, 1,500, or one in ten, died in the 
closest portion of the town. And at Hydrabad, in 
forty-eight hours, it carried off ninety-six out of four 
hundred prisoners in the jail." 

The connection between filth and cholera appears to 
have been clearly made out. 

* See *< London City Mission Magazine," October, 1849, 
which is entirely devoted to an account of the operations of 
the Mission in connection with the cholera. 
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" WHen," sajB this very valualble Eeporfc, " aa 
atmosphere contaminated by the emanations that arise 
from filth accumulated in and about dwellings, is 
respired, the noxious matters dissolved or suspended 
in the air are carried directly into the blood. The 
extent to which such matters may poison the blood, 
may be understood when it is considered that in the 
space of every twenty-four hours an aduit person 
breathes thirty-six hogsheads of air; that there pass at 
the same time through the lungs, to be brought into 
contact with the bulk of air, twenty-four hogsheads of 
blood; and that the velocity of the circulation is so 
great that the whole mass of the blood is carried round 
the body in one minute." " Those subtle, invisible, 
but all-powBrful effluvia," says Mr. Grainger, " pro- 
ceeding from decomposing organic matter, whether 
animal or vegetable, in a multitude of different, and, 
by the general public, little suspected ways, lay the 
foundation for those diseases which so frequently 
debilitate or destroy numbers of the labouring classes." 

Abundant evidence is also furnished in this highly 
practical treatise of the connection between intemper- 
ance and cholera: — "Abundant evidence," says Mr. 
Grainger, " was afforded during the late epidemic, that 
habitual drunkards were highly predisposed to cholera, 
and of them a large number perished. Occasional 
excesses also led to a vast number of attacks ; thus at 
Hamburgh it was observed that there was among the 
niunerous sailors in that great port a regular accession 
of cholera every Monday and Tuesday, owing to the 
men going ashore and getting drunk on the preceding 
Sunday. In London, also, several medical men in- 
formed me that they had. noticed the same thing; 
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excess, either in eating or diinkang, hmng followed hj 
attacks, which thus became more irequent en Sunday 
night and Monday,' ' 

In Bdinburgh, in Glasgow, and in the neighbouring 
manufacturing towns in general, it was observed that 
periodic augmentations of the disease were coincident 
with the earlier days of the week, which could only be 
attributed to the intoxication which followed the 
weekly receipt of wages. 

"I cannot but express regret," says Dr. Sunderland, 
" at the smaU amount of restraint which has hitherto 
been put on this abominable yice. 1%0 toh4)le Uceimng 
tystemy and the way m which it is too frequently ad' 
ministered, are a public diagraoe, and oaU urgently for 
reform. In every fresh outburst of cholera, persons 
of dissipated, intemperate habits have been the first to 
fall yictiins to th& disease ; and I feel assured that 
many Hves were sacrificed which might have been 
saved^ had the vice of drunkenness met with that 
discouragement on the part of authorities and the 
legislature which its detestable and brutaliiing ten- 
dency, as well as its injurious effects on the public 
health, have so long demanded." 

Prom the remarkably filthy character of my district, 
and intemperate habits of the minority of the inhabit- 
ants, it might reasonably be supposed the epidemic 
would manifest itself to a very large extent. This 
expectation was fuUy borne out by the result. I do 
not know an adult resident who escaped attacks of 
cholera of greater or less severity. I think the first 
person who died of virulent attack, was a woman in 
Cock Court, who procured her livelihood in the follow- 
ing manner I — She obtained from acertain hospital the 
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rags used in dressing wounds and sores, etc., of which 
she would bring home a large bagful at a time; these 
she washed and himg up in her smaU apartment on 
lines to dry; the stench was dreadful, but she slept in 
the midst of it. This poor person, who was very- 
quiet and inoffensive, died after an attack of a few 
hours' duration. lam not enabled to report decidedly 
respecting her last end. 

It is a remarkable fact, however, that although the 
attacks from cholera upon my district might be said 
to be universal, the deaths from cholera were far less 
numerous than upon more favoured and healthy spots. 

It will be borne in mind that London is parcelled 
out into sub-districts, upon each of which separate 
returns of mortality, as weU as births and marriages, 
are made. ClerkenweU contains four sub-districts, 
and the deaths from cholera in 10,000 inhabitants 
diuing the 60 weeks ending November 24th, 1849, were 
as follows. — See a most valuable Schedule attached 
to Appendix B of the Board of Health's Beport on 

Epidemic Cholera: — 

Sub-diatriot. Population. Deaths to 10,000. 

PentonviUe .... 9,474 ... 32 



Amwell 13,490 . 

Goswell Street . . . 14,327 . 

St. James 19,417 . 

The sub-district of — 

Saflfron Hill gives 21 deaths to 10,000 



. 13 
. 17 
. 27 

inhabitants. 



Brixton „ 79 „ , „ „ 



)j » 



Old Street „ 14 „ 

Not only, it will be perceived, are the averages in 
ClerkenweU far different to what might have been 
expected, but Brixton, a subui4)an and healthy locality, 
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actually numbered upwards of 3} 'times as many 
deaths, in proportion to its population, as Saffiron 
Hill, which, for dirt and wretchedness, is equalled in 
the vicinity only by my late district, to which it is 
immediately contiguous, and of the condition of which 
the following note, at page 42 of Appendix B of the 
Beport, is very characteristic : — " A charge of neglect- 
ing to visit a certain house where a case of diarrhosa 

had occurred, was preferred against Mr. , one of 

the medical visitors of Glerkenwell, and being called 
before the guardians, he stated, ' he had not visited 
the house in question, because, being in an out-of-the- 
way comer, where there was a public dust-hole and 
dung-hill, he considered it .was a place inhabited by 
horses, and not human beings.' Another guardian 
said the defence was quite satisfactory." 

In all forms of suffering, short of death, the conneo- 
tion between sanitary evils and cholera appears to 
have been clearly made out, but deaths from cholera do 
not appear to have been reducible to rvle. Whilst up6n 
my district thousands of attacks took place, I am 
enabled to number but 24 deaths that came under 
my notice. 

Por upwards of three weeks I was visiting cases of 
cholera frequently ten hours during the day. The 
parish medical officer, Mr. Goddard, informed me on 
one occasion, that he had not taken off his clothes for 
eight nights. 

One of our Missionaries, Mr. Clark, visited some 
cases with me one morning, and left apparently in 
spirits. To reach his residence would occupy about 
ten minutes, but ere he had proceeded so far, he 
was writhing in the agonies of this terrible disease, and 
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wafi carried into his bed, to die after some hours' 
sufTenng. I consider he was predisposed to cholera. 

As an eyidence of the gracious state of his mind, 
I well recollect his words as we crossed Bed Lion 
Street together ; we were speaking of the difficulties 
of the Missionary work. " Our satisfaction," observed 
he, " after all, must result fi*om a consciousness that 
our persons and labours are accepted by God through 
Christ." Within one half-hour from that time my 
Christian brother was rolling in agony on the floor of 
his bedchamber in the unbearable throes of this 
agonizing malady. What should support him then 
but that consciousness of which he had spoken so 
well? After Mr. Clark's death, it was ascertained 
that he had relinquished a source of income amounting 
to three times the salary he received in the City 
Mission, in order to enter its service.* 

My deceased friend received his reward. It was 
given him to be the happy instrument of winning 
souls to Christ. This is the highest honour the faith- 
ful servant of the Eedeemer can receive. — 

" Are we the subjects of the great First Cause ? 
Then let us act obedient to His laws : 
Ours is the task to dry the falling tear, 
And whisper of Christ's mercy to the ear $ 
To comfort the distress' d, instruct the poor, 
Proclaim to heaven the widely open'd door, — 
So shall we fill the circle Heaven assign' d, 
And act as fellow-men to all mankind." 

I well recollect taking Mr. Clark on the occasion of 

* A delightful little memoir appeared in the " London City 
Mission Magazine," August 1849. "The memory of the just 
is blessed." 
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\ this visit to speak a word to a hopeftil case, Mr. C- 



which I will now narrate. As they stood face to face 
that morning, little did I know that within a few days 
both would fiedl before the scourge that was coursing 
our streets. One might say of this disease, like the 
locusts of Joel, " Before their ficM^ the people shall be 
much paiued : all faces shall gather blackness." 

The party alluded to was a well-known character in 
the parish of Clerkenwell during the last quarts of a 
century, and was by occupation a fowler. Few persons 
who have passed frequently through ClerkenweU 
Green, will have failed to obseire a poor cripple, who 
stood with his birds' cages ranged along the graveyard 
wall. This was poor Mr. C. Like the poor little 
captives who were ranged at lus back, he was himself 
in captivity — a worse captivity than that of those 
wantonly-confined birds — the captivity of sin. I have 
heard of a poor sailor, who had been taken captive by 
the French. After regaining his Hberty, passing over 
Blackfriars' Bridge one day, where a man was selling 
caged birds, he bought the whole stock, opened the 
doors, and set them aU at liberty. " There," said he, 
" I have known what it is to be caged myself." 

"Those who stand fast in the Uberly wherewith 
Christ hath made them free, (0*1. v. 1,) have some 
such longings for the freedom of their fellow-men 
from the captivity of sin. ^ 

When first I visited Mr. C. he ,was living in total / 

neglect of the means of grace, had not even a Bible, 
and appeared totaUy careless about religion. He had, 
however, a great taste for reading, but it was news- 
papers, and periodicals, and books that were not 
calculated to introduce the soul " to the knowledge of 



HIS DEATH TBOK OHOISBA. 267 

glory and virtue." The change of a national ministry 
might interest him, but in the unchangeable ministry 
of Christ, to give ^' his life a ransom for many," and 
to be " made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctifitcation, and redemption," — ^in this he was 
unfortunately not interested. Human diplomacy to 
some extent engaged his. attention, but the diplomacy 
of our blessed Mediator, by which justice and mercy 
were reeonciLed, and G-od became just and yet the 
justifier of the ungodly, (Eom. iv. 5,) this wisdom 
was foolishness unto him. 

Continuing, however, to instruct Mr. C, his mind 
at last* became changed, his objections removed, he 
became a regular attendant at my meetings, and a 
reader of religious tracts, but he was a man very slow 
to make professions. His moral conduct, however, 
was really blameless, and he was evidently interested 
in the salvation of his soul. Por some time previous 
to his death he appeared to be growing in grace, but 
his case was never of a peculiarly marked character as 
some cases are, although I hope and fully believe the 
change was equally genuine. 

He was seieed with cholera, and a very few hours 
terminated his mortal Hfe ; he prayed and died. That 
time must come to all — " a time to die," 

" OxjLt birth is but a starting-place, 
Life is the runniBg of the race, 

And death the goal ; * 

There all our steps at last are brought, 
ThiU path alone, by moH unsought, 
Isfoundofall!" 

The case of one man who died of the cholera is 
extremely awful:- 
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His name was P . I never could induce this 

person to pay anj fayonrable attention to religion; 
he appeared whoUj possessed with evil, abasing me 
mnch, and was evidently capable of great violence. 
His disposition was exhremel j craeL I am informed 
bj the neighbours, that on one occasion the woman 
with whom he Hved having be^i confined with a dead 
child, he took it out of its coffin, and dashed it agarnst 
the walL If I offered him a tract in visiting, or 
attempted to enter into conversation with him, he 
would literallj gnash his teeth upon me. He was 
detested by the poor people around here, and nearly 
killed tilie poor woman with whom he lived by kicking 
her in a most deadly manner. As respects his last 
end, the circumstances said to have attended it are as 
singolar as they are shocking. The path of wisdom 
does not lie in a total rejection of such accounts as in 
tiiemselves imbelievable. On rising to attend his 
work according to his custom, he first went to a 

certain gin-shop in T Street for " his morning" 

(a dram). 

On entering the yard in which he worked, he swore 
very horribly, dedaring to his fellow-workmen that 
ever since he had been up the devil had been calling ~ 
him. He was laughed at, and proceeded to slaughter 
some horses, declaring he knew very well it was so, 
and that he was not afiraid of going to 'hell, adding ^ 

(I think) that they would see whether he was not ♦j 

right. On returning to his breakfast, he informed the ' 

woman with whom he lived that the devil still kept 
calling him, and, as in the yard, swore at his supposed 
summoner in a most dreadful manner. Returning to 
his labour, he was soon afterwards seized with cramps, 
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and had to be led home, persisting that he knew what 
was coming when he arose in the morning, and that 
the devil had been calling him all day. He blasphemed 
horribly, on account of the pain ; several neighbours, 
although wicked people, declared to me they could not 
remain in the room with him, and after ^ome hours' 
suffering he expired. I merely relate the incident 
as I had it from the lips of various of the neighbours, 
on whom it appeared to have operated favourably 
to some extent, in checking their wickedness. 

This man certainly appeared to me the most fiend- 
like character with whom I ever came in contact. 
His whole soul appeared possessed with desperate 
wickedness ; he was hated and detested by all around. 
I was told to be careful he did not do me some 
mischief, whilst heard by the neighbours warning him 
of the consequences of his sin; he merely gnashed his 
teeth, and swore at me, which he invariably did; indeed, 
he appeared to be swearing and cursing to himself as 
he walked along the street. The people said it lopu a 
good job he was dead, as he was too had to live. 

I continued for about ten days visiting cholera 
cases almost incessantly; and one afternoon, in a court 
upon my district, was called to see a poor man Who lay 
on a little straw in a comer of the almost naked room, 
dying with this scourge. His speech had failed, but 
he appeared sensible, and made motions when I spoke 
to him respecting sin, and pardon through Christ — 
motions which might, or might not, evince his interest 
in the subject — at least all present conceived them so 
to do. AVTiilst on my knees by this sufferer, praying 
that his sins might be forgiven, the stench was very 
bad, and I felt it — ^to use a common phrase — " go 
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down my throat,'* and in a very remarkable manner, 
I did not terminate visiting before ten in the evening, 
and felt no farther ill effects &om the circumstance. 
Very early next morning, however, I was seized with 
the unmistakeable pangs of this terrible disease. 

The instant I awoke in great pain, I was certainly 
startled. I had scarcely, however, commenced praying, 
before such a blessed influence came upon me, that m 
the midst of mg agony I felt gmte comforted^ and lay 
roUing about in extreme pain, praising Gk)d at the 
same time; the pain was vexy violent, but with the 
apostle I could say, '^ When I am weak, then am I 
strong," 2 Cor, xii, 9, 10. 

I was confined at home nearly a fortnight, and was 
only enabled to commence visitiog then by taking ^o 
much laudanum — keeping a bottle in my pocket — ^that 
it produced congestion of the braia, by which I was 
agaiu laid by. This is mentioned as a caution re-^ 
specting laudanum. Anxiety to visit led to disregard 
of the danger. 

Two cases selected from very many must conclude 
this volume : — 

Mr. — was by occupation a drover; he was a 
great swearer and a very depraved man, but occa- 
sionally attended Divine worship. Able, however, ' 
neither to read nor write, he understood but little 
thab he heard. 

Pew persons except experienced Metropolitan mis- 
sionaries, chaplains of large jails, etc., can be at all 
aware of the condition of miad of such persons as 
respects the reception of religious instruction. I have 
before adverted briefly to this subject, and recur to it 
again in passing. 
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A sermon, uttered with moderate rapidity, and 
, clothed in ordinary language, is to nearly the whole 
of such totally uneducated persons, juat tncowpre" 
hensihU, It shoidd he home in mind that such 
persons have grown up and continued through life 
destitute of any hahit of thought upon religiou9 
fluhjects. They can neither read nor write; they are 
therefore dead to most of those monitions of eternal 
things conveyed hy these mediums, and by which 
others are influenced. 

I am perfectly sure I could never duly have appre- 
hended the acttiall^ stultified condition of such persona 
save hy most extensive visitation amongst them. 

One such person, now at seventy years of age a 
hopeful character, through the Divine blessing on 
catechetical and almost infant instruction, lately told 
me, that until within the last three years hb otsvbb 

BBMEMBEBBD TO HAVE HAO) OlOl THOUGHT OF GoD — 
SEBIOtJS OB irOT. 

He had sworn horribly in God's name in common 
conversation, he said, but never attached any definite 
meaning to such expressions more than to others — 
such as " * * * ," " * * * ," and various other 
meaningless phrases it would be tiring to repeat. Nor, 
he added, did he ever remember to have uttered, or 
thought of uttering, one prayer, ffe never remeini>ered, 
he said, to have had one si/ngle thought of omythvng 
heyond this world, and expressed his opinion that such 
was the condition of multitudes, in his circumstances 
of inability to read or write. 

Sad the City Mission never been sent into this neigh^ 
hourhood, he would have heen likely to have died thus, in 
the capital qfa.city which is considered to form a nucletta 
of the Christianity of the world! 
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Mr. , the drover, who forms the subject of the 

present case, was taken ill very shortly after my 
appointmdht to the district. He had for some time 
been outwardly reformed to an extent, and attended 
Divine worship more frequently than hitherto, but 
yet very irregularly. Observing several religious books 
and periodicals on a side table, (which I afterwards 
understood belonged to his daughter,) I said to him, 
** I would venture to hope, my friend, you have not 
been amongst the foolish ones who put off the claims 
of religion until they are stretched on a bed of sick- 
ness," (I afterwards discovered how greatly I was 
mistaken.) He replied that " he had followed it for 
years." I asked the usual question, " How do you 
expect your soul to be saved ?" He replied, " Why, as 
to that, sir, I'm sure I don't khow>" I then varied 
the question, to endeavour to discover what he did 
know, and I found to my astonishment, (I was then 
young in Missionary work,) that he possessed no idea 
whatever of the only way of salvation. 

It is quite impossible to enlarge upon the conver- 
sations I held with him; they were very interesting, 
but my space is quite inadequate to any repetition. 
After much instruction dxiring his illness, I had the 
pleasure of hearing him say, " My sins seem to pass 
before me;" and he remarked, with much emotion in 
his own way, respecting how great they appeared to 
him. Prayer and instruction became reajly his delight, 

Eecovering somewhat, Mr. made his way to 

the dispensary for medicine, but was seized by a fit on 
returning, and in falling injured his hand and aide. I 
visited him just after this additional affliction befel 
him, and felt much pleased with his state of mind. 
His condition so strikingly illustrated the promise ia 
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Christ that *^ the tongue of the stammerers shall be 
ready to speak plainly," Isa. zx^. 4. He had Christ 
in his heart, and " out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh," Matt. xii. 34. 

I am informed he passed much of his sleepless, 
racking nights in prayer. 

The closing scene came. On. going one morning 

I missed Mr. from his bed. The sheet which was 

spread on an ironing board in the room covered his 
lifeless remains. He had craved for me, I was told, 
just before he died. He had prayers read to him 
during the night, and managed with difficulty to join 
to some extent audibly with them. 

Thus he died. 

I have always considered, with that eminent writer, 
Bobert Hall, that " if ever Christianity appears in its 
power, it is when it erects its trophies upon the tomb -, 
when it takds up its votaries where the world leaves 
them, and fills the breast with immortal hope in 
dying momentB." • . 

One other case of usefulness is the hopeful con- 
version of a life-guardsman of the 2nd Life-GI-uards, 
which will conclude the volume: — 

In a miserable back garret, which in one of the 
antique houses on my district lay so hid that I had 
visited the house repeatedly before I was aware of its 
existence, I found this young mau. His bed nearly 
filled the apartment, and his mother and aunt were 
employed at the starving occupations of shirt-making 
and stay-stitching. 

He was labouring under pulmonary consumption, 
and had been discharged from Windsor as incurable, 
with, I believe, twelve months' pay. My visit waa 

z 
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not favourably received. He was eitremely suUeiiy' 
and would not convei^se ; so I simply said something 
affectionately respecting salvation, and embodied more 
matter in a prayer, after which I retired. I am not 
aware that he even replied to my salutation on leaving. 

I continued visiting frequently, but for some tim^ 
he appeared to regard it as an intrusion ; I therefore 
did not attempt to press him with any questions, but 
simply inquired from time to time respecting hia 
disorder, offered my endeavours to procure his admis- 
sion to the excellent hospital at Brompton for consump- 
tion and diseases of the chest, read and commented on 
small portions of Scripture, and prayed. 

A very considerable amount of caution is necessary 
in canning out domiciliary visitation, perhaps especially 
the visitation of the sickw As respects parties in health, 
and strangers, a Uttle injudiciousness wiU sometimes 
needlessly bar a door against a visitor for ever^ to which 
he might otherwise gain access. It seems well to 
recollect, that in knocking at people's doors and intro- 
ducing ourselves necessarily unceremoniously, to 
convey statements which few comparatively amongst 
those visited understand, must obviously appear strange 
to the unconverted ; and if this course be coupled with 
anything like assumption, although it might realty 
only be zeal, yet the intrusion is then especially apt 
to be resented. 

I have always prayed to be ehabled to exhibit 
unaffectedly a modest and polite demeanour, such as 
Paul exhibited when he said to Eestus, not '' I am not 
mad, thou heathen,'* but " I am not mad, most noble 
I^estuB," Acts xxvi. 25. And in precept, when com- 
^ manding by inspiration, '' Be courteous to ^I, be pitiful, 
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be courteous" — ^in short, the spirit of Christ when he 
said, *' Lest we should offend them," Matt. xvii. 27. 

A Missionary who does not discipline his soul to 
this, endeavouring to show Christian loye, will not he 
welcome. It is sufficiently biftter to the irritable, 
unhappy^ unconverted heart, to be told of its sins, 
even if the medicine, as good parents are wont to do, 
be invested in honey ; and tchenever it eon he done, 
parties should be reproved alone. As Missionaries, 
however, we cannot obtain solitary interviews in 
general with those visited, and, therefore, have 
additional need to avoid other causes of irritation. 

. The politeness of the world has been compared to 
an air cushion ; there may be nothing in it, but it 
eases our jolts wonderfully. But the Christian must 
mean all he says, and his politeness, unlike the world's, 
must be heart work. 

** How softly on the bruised heart 
A word of kindness faUs, 
And to the dry and parched soul, 
The moistening tear-drop calls. 

** Oh I if they knew, who walk the earth, 
*Mid sorrow, grief, and pain, 
The power that Christian kindness hath, 
*Twere paradise again." 

Truth, however, would be a higher word than kind- 
ness, were they not identical. Sinners must be faith- 
fully reproved : — ^* Thou shalt speak my words imto 
them, whether they will hear, or whether they will 
forbear," Ezek. ii. 7. 

We pauise to meditate. 

Who shall teach us, bleislsed Saviour, to please our 
** xieighbour for his good unto edification" but Thoup . 

t2 
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It is, O Lord, bj the secret conyerse of the soul with 
Thee, that we shall learn profitably to oonyerse with 
others. All the light we can reflect 'must first be 
borrowed from Hearen — all the love flowers we can 
scatter must first be gathered by ns, whilst we are in 
soul with Jesus in the heayenly places of light and 
love (Bph. ii. 6 ; 2 Cor. i 3—6.) 

The afflicted man whose case I narrate, after a 
considerable period of time had elapsed, appeared to 
become interested in my visits. The beautiful tracts 
of the Beligious Tract Society were carefully perused, 
and I was enabled to commence catechetical instruo* 
tion, to which I am extremely partial. 

I discovered he had very vague ideas respecting his 
condition, and did not appear to consider more neces- 
sary than to repent and reform.* I endeavoured to 
enlighten his mind respecting salvation, and to impress 
him with due views of the exceeding sinfulness of 
sin; but he had never in youth been taught these 

* A lady being yisited with a yiolent disorder, was attended 
by a latitudinarian physician, who insisted that repentance and 
reformation were all that either G-od or man could justly demand, 
and denied the necessiiy of an atonement by the sufferings of the 
Son of God. The lady had not '* so learned Christ.*' On her 
recovery, she invited the doctor to tea, and in the course of 
conversation observed, that her long illness had occasioned him 
many journeys and expenses; she further obserred, **I am 
extremely sorry that I have put you to so much trouble and 
eo^nse, and also promise that on any future illness I will never 
trouble you again; so you see I both r^peni and reform^ and 
that is all you require.** 

The doctor shrugged his shoulders, and remarked, *'That will 
not do for me.** Why then, alas ! should he deem it would do 
/or CM? 
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things — a stranger he to a pious mother of whom he 
could say, — 

** When she iliught me the prayer, 
When she heard me the page, 
Which if infancy lisps. 
Is the solace of age,** — 

or to family prayer, which, as Cecil truly observes, " is 
a vast engine of power to the whole domestic circle, 
says there is a Q-od, and inspires a reverence for his 
character. It proclaims a b'fe to come, and points to 
the spirit land. It fixes the idea of responsibility in 
the mind. Eeligion begins in the family. One of 
the holiest sanctuaries on earth is home. The family 
altar is more venerable than any altar in the cathedral. 
The education of the soul for eternity begins by the 
fireside. The principle of love, which is to be carried 
through the universe, is first unfolded in the fisunily." 

My young friend, who had received no proper 
religious training in his youth, grew up wild and 
dissipated. A situation in a counldng-house was pro- 
cured for him, which he did not possess sufficient 
habits of application to retain ; and being a remark- 
ably handsome figure, and of genteel address, he found 
little difficulty in obtaining admission into one of 
those remarkable regiments, the Queen's Life-G-uards. 

The Almighty Spirit of God now appeared to be 
bringing the instruction he received to bear with 
power upon his heart. His heart, we hopefully helieve, 
hegan to he affected with a sense of his sinfulness. 
Anxiety was evidently awakened respecting the coming 
scenes of death and judgment. 

It is impossible to conceive a higher character 
or office than the Missionary office, ministering 



I 
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oontinuallj the Gk)spel nunistiy — *' the ministry of 
reconciliation '* — to the lost world. Whsteyer earthly 
degrees or titles he may lack, it is the unalterable 
decree of Gk>d that, if faithful, the Missionary pur- 
chases to himself " a good degree and great boldness 
in the faith." 

, We have escaped the mists of Bome, and haye no 
sacrificial altar on earth ; our sacrifice is sacrificed for 
us by " the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all," Heb. x. 10. Types and shadows haye passed 
away; the all-glorious antitype and substance has 
said, " Lo, I come." We trust to the Spirit of God 
ouly sayingly to affect the soul, and instrumentally to 
*' the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of Gk)d," 
Eph. yi. 17. Man is sayed neither by wafer, nor by 
priest, but by faith in Christ. 

When one human being is made the iiistrument of 
conyeying to another those unspeakably glorious 
influences which faith imparts — £Edth, blessed faith, 
of which it has been said so truly, — 

'* Soft peace she brings whererer she arrives. 
She forms our actions and she guides our Uycb ; 
Lays the rough path of peevish nature even, 
And opens to the soul a glimpse of heaven,*' 

— it then not unfrequently happens, that the benefited 
person conceiyes an extrd.yagant estimate of the 
benefiter. This is of course likely especially to be the 
case with the ignorant. * The tie is always of a mdst 
tender character, and is divinely compared to the 
tenderest tie of earth, (GW. iy. 19.) 

My young friend one day, after appearing much 
refreshed by my praying with him — and indeed I felt 
a peculiarly grateful influence of the Holy Spirit 
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myself — said to me, looking- in mj face with the most 
loving expression conceivable, and with great delibera- 
tion, " Do you know I think sometimes you are an 
angel, for ever since you have visited me all is so 
altered." — ^A messenger of mercy to him indeed ! — 

I recollect one poor man who was brought to a 
hopeful knowledge of the truth through visitation. 
He lay dying, and his relatives were present to witness 
his departure. I prayed with him, as it proved for 
the last time, not conceiving he could attend much 
to me, as he had hard work jx) die. On turning to 
leave, however, we were aJI startled at his suddenly 
raising himself upright in bed, and throwing out his 
long arm of skin and bone towards me, and with the 
pallor of death in his &uce, he said, in a loud tone of 
voice, " There goes the best friend I ever had," and 
then sank back again. We were all astonished, as 
his exist'Once was afterwards numbered only by 
minutes, and capability of effort even to speak appeared 
to have gone. The gratitude must indeed have been 
intense, which enabled him to make that effort. — 

The soldier whose office it had been to guard the 
life of a queen, was about to yield up his own life at 
the command of the King of kings. His gigantic 
frame was dissolving. How different his appearance, 
when, with the glitter of military pageantry, and 
clangour of arms, he reined in' a noble steed! But 
there is no discharge in the war of death : — 

*' Some men with swordi may reap the field, 
Plant crimson laurels where they kill, 
But their strong neryes at last must yield. 
They tame hut one another stilL > 
 Barly or late, , 
They stoop to fate^ 
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And mml gifg v^ thr wmrmwnng twfli 
Wlun tiMj, pale tmgtiwm, owp to daath, 

" Tbe gailaiidi wither on the liffov. 

Hot Ttanij boact amui' mig^tj deeda^ 
Upon death'* purple altar now — 
See here the martial Tictim faleedk 
AH heada mnat oome 
Totheeoldtomb: 
Onlj the actiona of the just, 
fimeU Bweet and hlooaom m the dDat." 

I cannot weU prolong tbis narsatiye hj detailing the 
gradaas expreasioiis the during soldier uttered. He 
was hopefoll J brought to a saTing knowledge of tiie 
truth as it 18 in Jesns^ and read good books, and pre- 
pared to meet his GhnL 

His poor mother, although xmconyerted, was not 
without natural affection. He was ^ the onlj son of 
his mother, and she was a widow.'* He was, more* 
over, her chief earthly dependence. 

There is hardly a more affecting scene upon earth, 
than to behold a mother sitting by the couch of her 
dying child, tending -his last moments. What a 
baptism of suffering is on her brow ! She suffered at 
the birth of that child — she is suffering now at his 
death. Who eyer loyed a mother enough P The tear 
just now starts in my eye, whilst I remember many 
a pang, I inflicted in youth on a deceased mother, 
although I think I could sometimes haye died for her. 

Poor Mrs. sat weeping by the bedside of her 

son, as if she would say :»• 

" Mj child, mj child, amd can it be. 
Bo Bad a olumge has pass'd on thee ? 
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Is that thme eje, so sunk and dim ? 
Is that thine hand, so pale and thin ? 
And these hoarse whispers now — the yoioe, 

That lately made our hearts rejoice ? 

• • * 

Here brought so low, eaeh panting breath 
^eUing oif Agony and death.** 

As death approaclied, the preparation of my yoimg 
Mend for eternity appeared to become complete. It 
was a great pleasure and a great profit to converse 
with him. A young Christian lady, to whom the case 
became known, visited, and was so interested that she 
obtained permission £nom her parents to have the suf- 
ferer removed from his suffocating abode to their own 
dwelling,, and waited on him, and read and prayed 
with him frequently, with the assiduity of a sister. 

I visited him for the last time on a beautiful sum- 
mer's evening. The sun was going down in glory, and 
his sun, also, was going down whilst it was yet day, 
(Jer. XV. 9.) An early sunset, but in glory too! Yet 
the glory was shrouded. A dark halo of suffering hung 
round it, through which it was, however, about to burst. 
He was lying on his back, dying — dying terribly hard. 
His eye was glassy and meaningless. He had not 
spoken, I believe, during the day^and appeared insen- 
sible to outward things. I addressed him, and he made 
what appeared to be an intense effort to reply, but a 
faint cry was all that issued, Imd speech refused to act. 

The relatives little expected he would ever speak 
again; in this, however, they were mistaken. Just 
before his decease, and whilst in this apparently insen- 
sible condition, they were startled by his audibly 
repeating one word — and what a comment did tha 
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utterance of that one word afford, to a text on wliich 
the spiritually-ininded love to linger ! 

He said, "•/«««/" 

A realization this, indeed, of the promise, '' Though 
I walk through the vaDey of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil: for thou art with me; ihj rod and thy 
staff they comfort me," Psalm xxiii. 4. 

He who strives to live to God need have no fears 
about dyinff. All those heavings of the breast — all 
those death-throes through which it may be our portion 
to pass — for some die not so, but softly as the close of 
music, and serenely as the breath of the morning — all 
those agonies if endured will be supported, yes, blessed 
be Gk)d ! adequately supported by Him who has said, 
'' I will never leave thee, nor forsdce thee," Heb. xiii. 5. 

The spirit of the holy Lazarus was carried by the 
angels into Abraham's bosom,* (Luke xvi. 19.) But 
the mission of angels is not alone posthumous ; " Are 

^^^mt^^^^   -  f mm »— 11 — I —  ■>■ — - i^M  ■■■III  I ^ 11 I n^m^ m ^. ^■■■■■—   m ^,   i 

* Top KoKvoy rov Afipao^i — Abraham's boBom. A phrase used 
among the Jews, to signify the paradise of Ghod. Josephus on 
Maccabees, chap, xiii 

Doddridge and others observe : — '* It alludee to the way of 
representing the entertainment of heaven^ by sharing a magni- 
ficent banquet with Abraham." 

At such entertainments among the Jews, the guest who sat 
next to the entertainer was said, in the highly figuratiye language 
of the ori^t, to lie, etc., in his bosom. See John xiiL 28 — 25. 
We have some such phraseology when we apeak of a bosom 
fiiend. 

" Nothing,** says Doddridge, " can better describe the honour 
and happiness of Lazarus, who had lain in so wretched a condi- 
tion before the glutton*s gate, than telling us he was placed next 
to Abraham, and to lay in his bosom" This note may not be 
^unacceptable to some junior reader. 



AXIi ABiS HA6TEKIK0 HOME. 283 

thej not all ministermg spirits, sent forth to minister 
for them who shall be heirs of salvation ?" Heb. i. 14. 
An an^l was sent to support the mortality of Jesus — 
our blessed Lord's Divinity could need no support — 
and whilst he was in agony 1;hat angel strengthened 
him, (Luke xzii.) Indeed, when the angels wait upon 
the sons of God, in life or in death, they recognise the 
presence. of their Master's Spirit, who has a throne in 
such hearts: " Know ye not that ye are the temple of 
Ood, and that the Spirit of Ood dwelleth in you ?" 
1 Cor. iii. 16. 

Let us then pray for the breath of the Holy Spirit, 
that our souls may bloom with the fruits of holiness, 
and that Christ may be well pleased with us — as it is 
written, " Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south ; 
blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow 
out. Let my beloved come itito his garden, and eat his 
pleasant fruits," Cant. iv. 16. And now that the 
wintry elements of nature are dissipated, and we know 
something of the suminer and music of godliness, we 
are enabled to look forward with joy when we have 
fulfilled the holy will of God on earth, even to depart- 
ing^ and shall hear with gladness the voice of Christ, 
at whose bidding we had before departed from the 
shades of sin, (Cant. ii. 10 — 13,) say once more unto 
us, " Eise up, my love, my fair one, and come away," 
where " the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary 
be at rest," (Job iii. 17;) "enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord," Matt. jp^v. 21. 

And whilst we live, when the syren voices of earth 
would tempt, let us then hear that sweeter voice say- 
ing, " Come away." My young reader, a word for thy 
young heart. The world can give thee no such pleasures 
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as eompttiionBliip of soul with Jesus affiwds. Eril m 
its most sDiinng forms is not half so sweet as good. 
Oire tiiine heart now to QoA — ^^eome swxf." 



« The earner biid firom SMton akia 

Wben basfniiig fandijr home, 
Ke^er atoope to eeHh her winga^ nor liiee 

Wlieie loUe wsnlefs neon. 
But hi|^ ahe ahooli throng air and li^hft, 

Above all low deiaj. 
Where nothing eerthfy boanda her flj^it^ 

Nor ahadowa dim her way. 

" So grant na. Lord, from finthkiaa ftar 

And atainof paaakmfraa^ 
Aloft^ through Tirtne^a purer air. 

To hold our ooorae to Thee. 
Ho Bin to oloud, no lure to ataj 

Bach aoul aa home ahe apiinga— 
Thy Munikiite on her joyful way, 

Thjjy$idom an her iringi.'' 
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CONCLUSION, 

Httmak life has been well deecribed as but tbe tbres* 
hold of existence. It has abo been aptly denominated 
a parenthesis between two eternities, the eternity of 
the past and the eternity of the fiiture. In that narrow 
parenthesis we sttmd. 

It is an amazing thought, that we can look back to 
a time when we were not — ^the hand that now writes 
on<^e did not exist — ^the heart that now prays these 
sentences may be blessed, was once not in being. 

It is, perhaps, a more amazuig thought, that there 
will never be a period in the future, when we shall 
cease to possess identity and conscious existence. 

An eternal duration of blessing or of woe is ours, 
and the veriest spendthrift on earth can neither 
alienate nor abrogate one iota of this his inheritance. 

Blessed JesuiS, our Bedeemer, in view of these won- 
ders our souls are bowed. ^ We pray for the Holy 
Spirit, that we may estimate them aright, and be duly 
affected by the survey. 

It is a solemn and important question, ^ For what 
end has this marvellous existence been given to us p" 

Eternity alone can Jhilly reply to this question. 

A being of man's capacity, who had never visited 
this world, could never have conceived or supposed the 
variety of human life — occupations — ^ways which exist 
-—the variety of life and organization, animate and in* 
animate, comprised upon the surface of this terrestrial 
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ball, — and etemiiy alone can discover to us all tbe 
secrets of " the world to come of whicli we speak," in 
which we shall be called to share an interest. 

We " know" but " in part," and respecting the futu- 
rity of man, Paul and John were enabled to "prophesy" 
but " in part," (1 Cor. xiii.) 

• Moreover, with our present powers it seems we eouPi 
not fiillj comprehend the glories of that fixture state, 
where we shall merge into a larger and far higher mode " 
of existence. " The light of the moon shall be as the 
light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be 
sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in the days that 
the Lord bindeth up the breach of \aa people, and 
healeth the stroke of their wound," Isaiah xxx. 26; Ix. 

Great and glorious as is the blessed light conversion 
brings to "the people which sat in darkness," yet 
greater meaerores of light remain. " The path of the 
just is as a shining light, that shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day," Prov. iv. 18 ; aad as (in reason) 
we cannot but expect to receive constant additions to 
our " knowledge of the glory of God," in the exalted 
compamonship and intercourse we shaU aa a « family" 
(Eph. iii. 16) enjoy in heaven with "thrones, and 
dominions, and principalities, and powers," and even 
above all, as it is written, with the Almighty Eedeemer 
himself, our willing instructor, (Eev. vii. 17,) it follows 
that the arc of the glory of the righteous has hereafter 
no conceivable zenith. 

We see it rising and rising, until the flooding glories 
of eternity hide its still upward course, even from our 
faintest conceptions. 

With aU, however, that concerns us to know in this 
time state, we are graciously made acquainted. Our 
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chief end, both is and ever ivill he^ to glorify God in 
our bodies and in our spirits which are his, (1 Cor. vi. 
20;) to render unto Him "glorj, and honoinr, and 
power,'* since we were created for his pleasure, 
(Eev. iv. 11 ;) and if we be renewed in soul, " the love 
6f Christ constraineth us" so to do, ^ because we thus 
judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead : and 
that he died for all, that they which Hve should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which 
died £or them, and rose again," 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 

It cannot be necessary to inform the Christian that 
we are to live for others ; we know who commanded, 
*' Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself," Matt. 
xix. 19. 

Beligion is unselfishness itself, for *' the Son of 
Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minib- 
TEB, and to GiVB his life a rans(»n for many," Matt. 
XX. 28. 

Again, it is our blessed privilege that " the Spirit 
itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the 
children of G-od," Bom. viii. 16 ; but no man ever re* 
tamed that witnessmg Spirit and selfishness. He could 
as possibly retain light and darkness. Such as have 
tried know well the result. 

Bearing these axioms in mind, we remark further, 
that in the preceding pages it is clearly proved a great 
work is before the Church — a work of intense import- 
ance. In London, at our very doors, the Church of 
Christ is surrounded by vast and godless masses, who, 
considering their religious privileges, can only be 
regarded as living, if possible, in worse than heathen 
darkness. 

Here is a work indeed. 
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It becomes, then, an important topic for self-exam* 
inotion to eveij Christian, '^ What am I doing 
towards remoomg this darkness /*' K the reply of any 
heart should be, '^ I am making no effort," other 
questions such as these must be proposed: — '* What 
respect then am I paying to the command of Ood the 
Bedeemer ? " And again — " If I be paying no respect 
to his commands, can I be his disciple P" The reply 
is obvious. Such Christianity is not even a shadow 
of the original, for a shadow has resemblance. It will 
neither comfort in life, nor support in death, nor bear 
the test of the coming day of judgment. 
' The plea also cannot be UuibUUy — ^all can do some* 
thing, by— 

1. Prayer. 

2. Personal Effort, 

3. Pecuniary Contribution. 
One or more, or all of these, aU can give. 
1. Give prayer. 

May the blessed Lord forgive us, we are in gieat 
danger of undervaluing prayer, and in so doing, how 
shamefully do we sin against light and knowledge, for 
no Christian exists who has not felt and known the 
power of prayer I It is a most blessed thing for the 
City Mission to know that its operations are supported 
by the prayers of many pious people. This thought 
has comforted my mind in the midst of trying labours, 
more perhaps than I can express. But I verily believe 
we are entitled to much additional prayer from the 
churches and congregations «of the faithM — ^both pub- 
lic and private prayer. " When," says an eminent 
writer, '* the real root of the successM efforts of Chris- 
tians comes to be discerned, it will, I doubt not, be 
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found to have been closely connected with the fervent 
wrestling and persevering importunity of many a re- 
. tired Christian, who might be but very little known 
to his fellow- Christians. "We little realize yet the 
reality, power, and the fulness of the promises made 
to prayer.*' 

The "Word of God, however, is replete with. such 
promises, and, moreover, with the records of their 
fulfilment. "We know who taught that "men ought 
always to pray," and not to weary of that ,duty and 
privilege, (Li&e xviii.) Eeferring also to these latter 
days is the command given, " Ask ye of the Lord rain 
in the time of the latter rain ; so the Lord shall make 
bright clouds, and give them showers of rain,*' Zech. 
X. 1. And, [we speak with awe and reverence,] when 
God the Father promised the world to the Lord Jesus, 
it was made conditional [for our instruction] on prayer, 
" Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for 
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the < earth 
for thy possession," Psa. ii. 8; and whilst on earth, 
how constantly did our blessed Eedeemer pray for 
mankind, and now in heaven he ever Uveth to make, 
intercession for us, (Heb. vii.) • All the blessings pro- 
mised to the house of Isarel were to be granted in 
answer to prayer, (Ezek. xxxvi.) 

Let us then pray often that the Lord will fulfil his 
promise — ^that he will pour the water of Hfe upon him 
that is thirsty, and floods of converting grace upon the 
dry ground — ^that he will pour his Spirit upon the 
seed of man, and his blessing upon man's offspring, 
that they may spring up as among the grass, as willows 
by the water-courses — ^that one may say, I am the 
Lord's, and another caU himself by the name of Jacob, 

u 
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and anotker subscribe with his hand unto the Lord, 
(Isa. liv.) — ^untn the knowledge of the glory of Q-od 
shaU cover the earth as the waters cover the sea 
(Isa. xi. 9 ; Hab. ii. 14.) 

2. All too can, more or less, give of personal 
effort, 

" Men," says Vinet, " have a right to demand from 
the professed adherents of Christ's kingdom, if not a 
perfect illustration of its excellence, certainly a fair 
and consistent embodiment of its nature and tenden* 
cies. They look for this. They know that Christ 
came to propagate a faith essentially pure. They hear 
the professions of his followers, that they are a peculiar 
people. They have read the command of Christ to his 
disciples, " Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven," Matt. v. 16. They wilIi take 
practically their estimate of Christian character, not 
from its published principles, nor from the unble- 
mished life of Jesus, but from the every-day deport- 
ment of the members of the Church. Alas ! for the 
honour of our faith, and for the darkening prospects of 
surrounding impenitency, when sinners, beholding the 
living of Christ's people, have ground to put the 
stinging interrogatory, " What do ye more than 
others?'' Matt. v. 47. 

If we refer, fdr example, to one branch of Christian 
effort — tract distribution— ^how much does this need 
to be increased ! ^ A very large class of our Metropo- 
litan population are not accessible at their own homes 
to the Missionary, and attend no place of public wor- 
ship. Most of these persons, however, can be reached, 
though imperfectly, by religious tracts. I may perhaps 
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mention haying been in the habit of intrusting to a 
person on the Sabbath morning about four hundred 
tracts to be delivered in the streets during Divine 
service. Those tracts have scarcely ever been refused. 
On board steam-boats, between the bridges, I have 
given away hundreds at one time, whilst going fix)m 
one part of the town to another, and have met with 
refusal to accept the boon but once ; and it has con- 
stituted quite a hopeful sight for good, to see so many 
of these little messengers of mercy being eagerly 
perused. 

I am fully persuaded the good results of this 
branch of Christian philanthropy, important as they 
are acknowledged to be, are yet greatly underrated. It 
has occasionally been said, '* After all, we do not hear 
of many conversions from reading religious tracts;" 
but such a disposition of the subject evinces very 
slight acquaintance with Scripture, or with religious 
experience either. In general, " the kingdom of Qod 
Cometh not with observation," Luke xvii. 20 ; and the 
formation of the new man in Christ Jesus, like the 
formation of the natural man, is a gradual work, and 
one also ordinarily occupying even much longer time 
in its completion. 

It is found in the work of the London City Mission, 
that the perusal of religious tracts, which are, kindly 
supplied to the Institution by the Eeligious Tract 
Society on very favourable terms, constitutes* one great 
element of its power and usefulness.* 

*Eaoli missionary reoeiyes four hundred monthly. Dis- 
tributing yery large numbers in the public streets, I have not 
found my gratuitous supply sometimes equal eyen to the extent 
oif one-fourth of the requirement. 

u2 
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One of the most serious impressions the writer 
ever received in his youth, was by having placed in his 
hands one evening, a well-known tract of the Beligious 
Tract Society—" The Two Ways and the Two Ends." 

An idea also prevails in some minds, that i^Bligious 
tracts are not extensively read. People, it is said, 
take them, place them in their pockets, and they are 
forgotten. I believe this to a great extent to be a 
mistake. Curiosity forms too considerable an element 
in the human heart, to render it likely to be the case 
by far so often as is imagined ; and the very persons to 
whom religion is unfortunately the greatest novelty, 
are often the most likely to read from curiosity. 

An immense amount of the good effected by public 
tract distribution does not come to light. Circum- 
stances are continually arising which prevent any 
question of the reasonableness of this supposition. 

An immense amotmt of good, however, so effected, 
does. In illustration of this, as the present work is 
expected to be a personal narrative, I may mention 
having some time since written a tract on the Sabbath, 
of which some thousands were distributed in the 
public streets in walking. About twelve months 
afterwards, in company with a very pious person, 
I happened to present one of these tracts. He then 
related an incident so strongly illustrative of the 
benefits of tract distribution, that I shall be pardoned 
relating it. 

A young friend, utterly careless respecting the 
salvation of her soul, called tipon his family very 
altered in demeanour; and on this change being 
remarked, she stated that she had for some months 
beeu a member of a Congregational place of worship* 
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Inquiry was made respecting the circumstances which 
had led to her conversion, when she stated that whilst 
walkiog, a tract had been placed in her hand, which 
she received, but laid by on reaching home without 
noticing its contents. Some days afteriN^ards, however, 
in an idle moment it happened to attract her attention, 
and curiosity led to its perusal. It pleased the 
Almighty to convey conviction of sin to her mind by 
this simple means, and totally to alter her life and 
character. Bequest was made to see the tract, which 
on her next visit she produced, and it proved to be 
the one to which reference has been made. 

But many cm give for more of perBomd effort than 
an hour's occasional employment in distribution of 
tracts ;' they can spare an hour to visit the sick, they 
can talk with those they meet with by the way, they 
can teach in Sabbath and Evening Schools, in EAgged 
Schools for example, and in many ways can they 
become most powerful auxiliaries to those whose Hve^ 
are, by the Divine call, entirely devoted to spiritual 
labours. " As we have therefore opportunity, let us 
do good unto all men,'* Gal. vi. 10. " To him that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin," 
James iv. 17. *^ The liberal soul shall be made fat : 
and he that watereth shall be watered also himself," 
Prov. xi. 25. Oh, let us neither inherit the curse 
nor miss the blessing I 

Lastly, many can aid in the evangelization of London 
and of the world by pecuniary contributions. 

This is not a duty only, but a privilege. " It is 
more blessed to give than to receive," Acts xx. 35. 

In addition to what has already been said in the 
course of this volume, I do not feel disposed to add 
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one word upon the subject, further .than to point — 
speaking soberly — ^to the immensity that remains to be 
done. Whilst occasion presents itself^ our charity 
must be estimated by what is left, (Luke m. 1 — 4.) 

We know who has said, " Make to yourselves friends 
of the mammon of unrighteousness ; that, when ye 
fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations. 
He that is fidthful in that which is least is fiedthful 
also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is 
unjust also in much. If therefore ye have not been 
fiaithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit 
to your trust the true riches ?" Luke xvi. 9 — 11. 

May the Almighty Saviour give us grace to remember, 
that of all we possess we are not proprietors, but 
stewards 1 



A Fbayeb. 

Blessed Lord Jesus, our Saviour and Everlasting 
Priend, be pleased to shed abroad upon the soul of 
every reader of this book of thy Holy Spirit. If it 
fall into the hands of the godless, make the records of 
convincing and converting grace which it contains, 
the means of their conviction and conversion. If 
anything within its pages be injudicious, have mercy 
upon the infirmity of judgment that caused it to 
appear. May it awaken in many hearts increased 
solicitude for the salvation of those, the redemption of 
whose souls is precious, and (how soon) it ceaseth for 
ever, Fsa. xlix. 8. May it stir the souls of many to 
offer increased prayer for support and blessing upon 
the labours of their fellow-citizens, who are engaged 



JL FBATEB. 295 

in this great work, in this great and wicked city. 
May the jRiture life of the writer be a life of increased 
usefulness in thy service. 

Einally, may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of Q-od, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit, rest upon the souls of the children of men 
Amen. 



THE END. 
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